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MEMOIRS 

OF THE AUTHOR. 



JIt is rather singular that the French should 
have been so silent on the life and conduct 
of their first novelist. They have nothing 
in their language comparable to Gil Bias: 
but the memory of the author has been con- 
signed to a very few scanty notices, and, at 
this distance from the period of his death, 
little more can be recovered of one of the 
most humorous, and, at the same time, most 
easy, natural, and unaffected writers. 

ALAIN RENE LE SAGE was born, ac- 
cording to one of his biographers, in 1677, 
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at RuySy in Britanny ; or, according to an- 
other, in 1668, at Vannes. At the age of 
twenty-five he came to Paris, with a view 
to study philosophy. His talents, altbc^gh 
. they did not display themselves very early, 
proved to be equally brilliant and solid. He 
made himself first known by a paraphrastic 
translation of the Letters of Aristenetus, 
which he published in two small volumes. 
He then travelled through Spain, and applied 
to the study of the Spanish language, cus- 
toms, and writers, from whom he adopted 
plots and fables, and transfused them into 
his native tongue with great facility and suc- 
cess. His works of this kind are, Guzman 
de Alfarache ; the Bachelor of Salamanca ; 
Gil Bias ; New Adventures of Don Quixote, 
originally written by Avellaneda ; the Devil 
on Two Sticks ; and some others of less note. 
Of the Devil on Two Sticks, we are told that 
the first edition had amazing success, and 
the second sold with still greater rapidity. 
Two noblemen coming to the bookseller's, 
found only one single copy remaining, which 
each was for purchasing; and the dispute 
grew so warm, that they were going to decide 
it by the sword, had not the bookseller ia 
terposed. 
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He was also distinguished for some dra* 
matic pieces, of which Crispin, and Turcaret, 
hoth comedies, were the most successful, 
and allowed to fall very little short of tht 
genius of Moliere. Turcaret, which was first 
played in 1709, has been praised by the 
French critics, as comprehending a dialogue 
just and natural, characters drawn with pe- 
culiar fidelity, and a well-conducted plot 
He composed also many pieces for the comic 
opera, which, if somewhat deficient in in- 
vention, were in general sprightly, and en- 
riched with borrowed fancies very happily 
adapted to the genius of the French theatre. 

When a favourite with the town, he ape- 
pears to have presumed a little on that cir* 
cumstance. k was his custom to read his 
plays in certain fashionable circles, before 
they were publicly represented. On one of 
those occasions, when engaged to read a 
piece at the duchess de Bouillon's, an unex- 
pected affair detained him until a consider- 
able time after the appointed hour. The 
duchess, on his entrance, began to reproach 
him, but with pleasantry, for his having 
made the company lose two hours in waiting 
for him. ^* If I have made them lose them,'' 
said Le Sage, ^^ nothing can be more easy 
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than to recover them. I will not vead my 
play;" and immediately took his leave : nor 
conld any invitation induce him to visit the 
duchess a second time. 

He had several children, the eldest <^ 
whom was long a distinguished actor on th^ 
French stage, under the name of Montm^nil^ 
and, amidst all the temptations of a theatri- 
cal life, was a man of irreproachable charac- 
ter. He died suddenly while partaking of 
the pleasures of the chase, Sept. 8, 1743. 

His death was a loss to the public, and 
particularly to his father, who was now 
grown old, and had been poorly rewarded 
by the age which he omtributed so often to 
entertain. He was likewise at this time 
very deaf, and obliged to have recourse to 
an ear-trumpet, which he used in a manner 
that bespoke the old humourist. It was his 
practice to take it out of his pocket when he 
had reason to think that his company was 
composed of men of genius; but he very 
gravely replaced it, when he found that they 
were of an inferior stamp. 

This infirmity, however, depriving him 
of the most rational pleasures of society, he 
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left Paris for Boulogne-sur*iner, in the ca- 
thedral of which one of his sons held a ca- 
nonry: and although of an advanced age, Le 
Sage left the metropolis of taste, literature, 
and gaiety, with considerable regret Ke 
did not enjoy his retirement long, being cut 
off by a severe illness, Nov. 17, 1747, in 
his eightieth year. He was interred at Bou- 
logne, with the following epitaph : 

Squs ce tombeau git Le Sage, abattu 
Par le ciseau de la Parque importune : ^ 
S'il ne fut pas ami de la Fortune, »■ * 

n fut toujours ami de la Vertu. 

His character is said to have been truly 
amiable, and his conduct strictly moral and 
correct, free from ambition, and one who 
courted fortune no farther than was necessary 
to enjoy the pleasures and quiet of a literary 
life. 

Of all his works, that now presented to 
the reader is by far the most popular, and 
deservedly ranks very high among the pro- 
ductions of historical fancy. It has been, we 
believe, translated into every European lan- 
guage, and received in all nations as a faith- 
ful portrait of human nature. Few books 
have been so frequently quoted, as affording 
happy illustrations of general manners, and 

A^fi Vol. I. 
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of the common caprices and infirmities in- 
cident to man. " Le Sage," says Dr. Moore, 
" jHToves himself to have been intimately ac- 
quainted with human nature." And as the 
moral tendency of the character of Gil Bias 
has been sometimes questioned, the same 
author very properly remarks, that he never 
intended that character as a model of imita- 
tion. His object seems to have been to ex- 
hibit men as they are, not as they ought to 
be. For this purpose he chooses a youth of 
no extraordinary talents, and without steady 
principles, open to be duped by knavery, and 
perverted by example. He sends him like a 
spaniel, through the open fields, the coverts, 
the giddy heights, and latent tracts of life, 
to raise the game at which he wishes to 
shoot ; and few moral huntsmen ever afibrd-^ 
ed more entertaining sport. 

The popqlarity of this novel, which equals 
that of alnK)st any of our own most favourite 
productjons, may afford a lesson to the writers 
of fiction, who are ambitious that their 
works should live. Had Le Sage drawn those 
extravagant and distorted characters which 
are so common in the novels published with- 
in the last twenty years, he could not have 
expected that they would outlive the novelty 
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of a first perusal : but depicting nature, and 
nature only, as he found her in men of all 
ranks and stations, he knew that what would 
please now would please for ever, and that 
he was speaking; a language that would be 
understood in every spot of the globe. The 
artifices of refined and highly polished society 
may have introduced variations and disguises 
which give an air of novelty to the actions of 
men ; but original manners and caprices, such 
as Le Sage has described, will perhaps at all 
times be acknowledged to be just, natural, 
and faithful, whether we apply the test of 
self-examination, or have recourse to the 
more easy practice of remarking the conduct 
of those with whom we associate. 
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AUTHOR'S DECLARATION. 



As there are some people who cannot reau 
without making applications of the vicious 
and ludicrous characters they meet with in 
works of this kind, I declare to these mis- 
chievous readers, that they will be to blame, 
if they apply any of the pictures drawn in 
this book* I publicly own that my purpose 
is to represent life as we find it: but God 
forbid that I should undertake to delineate 
any man in particular ! Let no reader, there- 
fore, assume to himself that which properly 
belongs to others, lest, as Phaedrus observes, 
he make an unlucky discovery of his own 
character. StuUe nudabit animi conscien^ 
Hum. There are physicians in Castile, a? 
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well as in France, whose practice consists 
in evacuating their patients a little too much; 
and the same vices and peculiarities of dis- 
position are to be seen every where. I con- 
fess that I have not always exactly observed 
the manners of the Spaniards; and those 
who are acquainted with the disorderly lives 
of the players at Madrid may reproach me 
with having described their irregularities with 
too much tenderness : but I thought it was 
necessary to soften them a little, that they 
might be the more conformable to the manner! 
of our own country. 



GIL BLAS 

TO THE READER. 

GrENTLE reader, before thou hearest the 
history of my life, give me leave to entertaia 
tfiee with a short story. 

Two scholars on their way from Pennafie) 
to Salamanca, being thirsty and fatigued, sat 
down by a spring they met with on the road. 
There, while they rested themselves, after 
having quenched their thirst, they perceived, 
by accident, upon a stone that was even with 
^e surface of the earth, some letters, already 
half effaced by time, and the feet of flocks 
that came to water at the fountain : having; 
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washed it, they read these words in the Cas* 
tilian tongue : — Aqui est a encerranda el alma 
del Ucenciado Pedro Garcias. " Here is in- 
terred the soul of the Licentiate Peter Gar- 
cias.'' The younger of the two students be- 
ing a pert coxcomb, no sooner read this in- 
scription, than he cried with a loud laugh, 
" A good joke i'faith ! Here is interred the 
soul — a soul interred ! — Who the devil could 
be the author of such a wise epitaph !'' So 
saying, he got up and went away ; while his 
companion, who was blessed with a greater 
share of penetration, said to himself, " There 
is certainly some mystery in this affair : PU 
stay in order to unriddle it." Accordingly, 
his comrade was no sooner out of sight, than 
he began to dig with his knife all around the 
stone ; and succeeded so well, that he got it 
up, and found beneath it a leathern purse, 
containing a hundred ducats, and a card, on 
which was written the following sentence in 
Latin: "Whosoever thou art who hast wit 
enough to discover the meaning of the in- 
scription, inherit my money, and make a 
better use of it than I have done.'' The 
scholar, rejoicing at his good fortune, placed 
the stone in its former situation, and walked 
home to Salamanca with the soul of the 
licentiate. 
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Of what complexion soever thou mayest 
be, friendly reader, thou wilt certainly re- 
semble one of those two scholars : for if thou 
perusest my adventures, without perceiving 
the moral instructions they contain, thou wilt 
reap no harvest from thy labour : but if thou 
readest with attention, thou wilt find in them, 
according to the precept of Horace, profit 
mingled with pleasure. 
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THE 

ADVENTURES 

or 

GIL BLAS OF SANTILLANE. 

BOOK I. 

CHAPTER I. 

luT father, Bias of Santillane, after having car*' 
ried arms m^ny years for the service of the Spanish, 
monarchy, retired to the town in which he was 
bom, where he chose a wife among the second-rate 
citizens, who, though she was no chicken, brought 
me into the world ten months after her marriage.— 
They afterwards removed to Oviedo, where my 
mother became a waiting-woman, and my father 
squire * to a lady : and as they had nothing but 



* Squire, or gentlemen-usher, in Spanish Escudero, 
is a person that waits on a lady. Formerly, decayed 
gentlemen were entertained by the nobility for this 
purpose. They took their appellation from those em- 
inent squires whose office was to carry the shield (in 
Spain, called Escudo) of their master. 

B VOL. I. 
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their wages to depend upon, I should have niii the 
hazard of being very poorly educated, had it not 
been my good fortune to have a canon for my un- 
cle, whose name was Gil Peres : he was my mother's 
eldest brother, as well as my god-father, a little 
man, three feet and an half high, excessive fat, 
with his iiead sunk between his shoulders ; other- 
wise an honest priest, whose chief care was to live 
well y that is to make good cheer ; and his living, 
which was no lean one, furnished him with the 
means. 

He carried me home to his house while an infant, 
taking charge of my education ; and I appeared so 
sprightly, that he resolved to cultivate my genius. 
With this view he bought for me pn horn-book, and 
imdertook (himself) to learn me to read ; a task no 
less useful to him than to me : for, in teaching me 
my letters, he had recourse to his reading, which 
he had always neglected too much : and, by dint 
of application, enabled himself to read his breviary 
without hesitation ; a qualification he had never 
been possessed of before. — He had all the inclina* 
tion in the world to instruct me in the Latin tongue 
also, because it would have been so much money 
saved to him : but, alas, poor Gil Peres ! he had 
neyer in his life understood the rudiments of that 
. language, and was, perhaps, (but this I do not 
vouch for a certainty) the most illiterate canon of 
the whole chapter. — I have been told, indeed, that 
he had not obtained his benefice by his eriiditioii ; 
but owed it entirely to the gratitude of some piops 
nuns, for whom he had acted the part of a zealous 
commissioner, and by whose influence the order ol 
priesthood had, been conferred upon him without 
examination. 

He was therefore obliged to subject me to the 
birch of a school-master, and accordingly sent me 
to the house of doctor Godinez, who was reckoned 
the most expert flogger in Oviedo.' I improved so 
well wider his instructions, that in five or six years 



At>V£NTURES OF GIL BLAS. t1 

1 understood a litde Greek, was a pretty good 
Latin scholar ; and applying myself also to logic, 
began to argue apace : I was so much in love with 
dispute, th^t I stopped passengers, known, or un- 
known, and proposed arguments to them; and 
sometimes meeting with Hibernian geniuses, who 
were very glad of the occasion, it was a good jest 
to see us dispute : by our extravagant gestures, 
grimace, contortions, our eyes full of fury, and our 
mouths full of foam, one would have taken us for 
bedlamites rather than philosophers. 

By these means, however, I acquired the reputa*' 
tion of a great scholar in town ; a circumstance that 
pleased my uncle extremely, as he foresaw that I 
should not be much longer an expence to him.-— 
" Harkee, Gil Bias (said he to me' one day,) thou 
art no longer a child, and it is high time for a brisk 
lad of seventeen, like thee, to push thy fortune in 
the world : I am determined to send thee to Sala- 
manca, where, with such genius and learning, thou 
canst not fail of obtaining some good post : thou 
shalt have some ducats in thy pocket to bear thy 
expences on the road ; and I will give thee my own 
mule, which thou mayest sell at Salamanca for ten 
or twelve pistoles, and live upon the money until 
thou shalt be settled to thy satisfaction." 

He could not have proposed any thiilg more 
agreeable to me, for I passionately longed to see 
the world : nevertheless, I bad discretion enough 
to conceal my joy ; and when the time of my de- 
parture arrived, affecting the most lively sorrow at 
leaving an uncle, to tvhom I owed so many obliga- 
tions, the honest roan was, melted, and gave me 
more money than he would have done, could he 
have seen to the bottom of my heart. — ^Before I set 
out I went to take leave of my father and mother, 
who enriched. me with advice, exhorted me to pray 
to God for my uncle, to live inoffensively, to es- 
chew evil, and by all means to refrain from steal- 
ing. — ^After they had held forth a good whUe, they 
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made me a present of their blessing, which was aS 
I expected from them ; and I, mounting my mule, 
bad adieu to Oviedo* 



CHAPTER II. 



Behold me then in the open field, clear of 
Oviedo, on the road to Pennaflor, master of my 
conduct, of a sorry mule, and forty good ducats, 
exclusive of some royals which I had stolen from 
my much honoured uncle. — The first thing I did 
was to let my J^east go at discretion, that is, very 
gently; and throwing the bridle on her neck, I 
emptied my purse into my hat, and amused myself 
in counting my money : my joy was excessive ; and 
as I had never seen so much cash before, I handled 
and gazed at it with insatiable delight. — I had 
reckoned it, perhaps, twenty times over, when, all 
of a sudden, my mule raising her head, and prick- 
ing up her ears, stopped in the middle of the high- 
way. Imagining she was frightened at something, 
I looked about to see what was the matter, and 
perceived upon the ground an old hat, turned up, 
with a rosary of great beads in it ; at the same 
time heard a lamentable voice pronounce these 
words : " Mr. T^raveller, for God's sake, have pity 
on a poor maimed soldier ; drop, if you please, a 
few bits into the hat, and you shall be rewarded in 
heaven." — I turned my eyes immediately on the 
side from whence the voice issued, and saw, at the 
root of a bush, about twenty or thirty paces from 
me, a kind of soldier, who upon two cross sticks, 
supported the barrel of a carbine, in my apprehen- 
sion longer than a pike, with which he seemed to 
take aim at me : at this apparition, which made*Tne 
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qaake for the church's money, I stopt short, and, 
pocketing my ducats in a great hurry, took out 
some rials, approaching the hat, that was exposed 
for the reception of extorted charity, and dropped 
them into it, one after another, that the beggar 
might see how nobly I used him. — He was satisfied 
with my bounty, and gave me a benediction for 
every kick that I bestowed on the sides of my 
mule, in order to get out of his reach ; but the 
plaguy beast, regardless of my impatience, moved 
not a step the faster, having lost the power of gal- 
loping, by a long habit of carrying my uncle at his 
own leisure. 

I did not look upon this adventure as a very 
favourable omen for my journey ; I considered that 
I might meet with something still worse before I 
should arrive at Salamanca; and could not help 
blaming my uncle's imprudence, for having neglect- 
ed to put me under the direction of a carrier. This, 
to be sure, was what he ought to have done, but he ^ 
imagined that, by giving me his mule, my journey 
would be the less expensive ; and he had more re- 
gard to that consideration, than to the dangers I 
might be exposed to on the road. — ^In order there- 
fore to repair his mismanagement, I determined 
(as soon as I should arrive at Pennaflor) to sell the 
mule, and take the opportunity of a carrier for 
Astorga, from whence I could transport myself to 
Salamanca by the same convenience ; for, although 
I had never been out of Oviedo, I was not ignorant 
of the names of the towns through which I must ' 

Fass, having informed myself of these things before 
set out. 

I arrived in safety at Pennaflor, and, halting at 
the gate of an inn that made a tolerable appear- 
ance, I no sooner alighted than the landlord came 
out, and received me with great civility ; he untied 
my portmanteau with his own hands^ and, throwing 
it on his shoulder, conducted me into a room, while 
one of his servants led my mule into the stable.-*' 
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This inn-keeper, the greatest talker of the Astnries, 
and as ready to relate his own affairs, without be- 
ing asked, as to pry into those of another, told •me 
that his name was Andrew Corcuelo ; that he had 
served many years in the king's army, in quality 
of a Serjeant ; and had quitted the service fifteen 
months ago^ to marry a damsel of Castr6pol,^who 
(though she was a little swarthy) knew very well 
how tq turn the penny. He said a thousand other 
things, which I could have dispetised with the 
heanng of, but after having made me his confidant, 
he thought he had a right to exact the ^ame con> 
descension from me ; and accordingly asked whence 
I came, whither I was going, and what I was* — ^I 
was obliged to answer, article |)y article, because 
he accompanied every question with a profound 
bow, and begged me to excuse bis curiosity with 
such a respectful air, that I could not refuse to 
satisfy him in every particular. — ^This engaged me 
in a long conversation with hun, and gave me oc- 
casion to mention my design, and tlie. reasons I 
had for disposing of my mule, that I might take 
the opportunity o( a carrier.^-He approved of my 
intention, though not in a very succinct manner ; 
for he represented all the troublesome accidents 
that might befall me on the road,^ he recounted 
many dismal stories of travellers, and I was afraid 
he would never have done : he concluded at length, 
however, telling me, that if I had a mind to sell 
my mule, he was acquainted with ^ very honest 
jockey who would buy her. I assured him he wouW 
oblige me in sending for him ; upon which he went 
in quest of him immediately with great eagerness. 
— ^It was not long before he returned with his man, 
whom he introduced to me as a person of exceed- 
ing honesty, and we went into the yard all together, 
where my mule was produced, and passed and re- 
passed before the jockey, who examined her from 
head to foot, and did not fail to speak very dis- 
•xdvantageously of her. I own there was not much 



ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS. 51 

to be said in her praise ; but, however, had it been 
the pope's mule, he would have found some defect 
in her. He assured me, that she had all the faults 
a mule could have ; and, to convince me of his ve- 
racity, appealed to the landlord, who, doubtless, 
had his reasons for supporting his friend's asser- 
tions. — ** Well (said this dealer with an air of in- 
difference) how much money do you expect for this 
wretched animal?" After the eulogium he had 
bestowed on her, and the attestation of Signor Cor- 
cuelo, whom I believed to be a man of honesty and 
understanding, I would have given my mule for 
nothing ; and therefore told him I would rely on 
his integrity ; bidding him appraise the beast in his 
own conscience, and I would stand to the valua- 
tion. Upon this he assumed the man of honour, 
and replied, that in engaging his conscience I took 
him on the weak side : in good sooth, that did not 
seem to be his strong side : for instead of valuing 
her at ten or twelve pistoles, as my uiicle had done, 
he fixed the price at three ducats, \mch I accepted 
with as much joy as if I had made an excellent 
bargain. 

After having so advantageously disposed of my 
mule, the landlord conduicted me to a carrier, who 
was to set out the next day for Astorga. — This 
muleteer let me know, that he would depart \before 
day-break, and promised to wake me in time, after 
we had agreed upon the price, as well for the hire 
of a, mule as fi)^ my board on the road ; and when 
every thing was setried between us, I returned to 
the inn with Corcuelo, who, by die way, began to 
recount the carrier's history; he told me every cir- 
cumstance of his character in town; and*, in short, 
was going to stupify me again with his intolerable 
loquacity, when, luckily for me, a man of a pretty 
good appearance prevented my misfortune, by ac- 
costing him with great civility. — ^I left them toge- 
gether, and went on, without suspecting that I had 
the least concern in their conversation. 
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When I arrived at the inn I called for supper, 
and, it being a meager day, was fain to put up with 
eggs ; which while they got ready, I made up to 
my landlady, whom I had not seen before; she 
appeared handsome enough, and withal so spright- 
ly and gay, that I should have concluded (even if 
her husband had not told me so) that her house 
was pretty well frequented. — ^When the amlet I had 
bespoke was rea'dy, I sat down to table by myself; 
and had not yet swallowed the first morsel when 
the landlord came in, followed by the man who 
had stopped him in the street. This cavalier, who 
wore a long sword, and seemed to be about thirty 
years of age, advanced towards me with an eager 
air, saying, '^ Mr. Student, I am informed that you 
are that Signor Gil Bias of Santillane, who is the 
link of philosophy, and ornament of Oviedo ! Is 
it possible that you are that mirror of learning, 
that sublime genius, whose reputation is so great 
in this cou ntgy } — ^You know not (continued he, 
addressing MflRelf to the inn-keeper and his wife) 
you know not what you possess! You have a 
treasure in your house! Behold, in this young 
gentleman, the eighth wonder of the world !" Then 
turning to me, and throwing his arms about my 
neck, '* Forgive (cried he) my transports! I cannot 
contain the joy that your presence creates !" 

I could not answer for some time, because he 
locked me so close in his arms, that I was almost 
suffocated for want of breath ; and it was not till I 
had disengaged my head from his embrace, that I 
replied ; " Signor Cavalier, I did not think my name 
was known at Pennaflor." " How ! known (re- 
sumed he in his former strain) we keep a register 
of all the celebrated names within twenty leagues 
of us: — ^you, in particular^ are looked upon as a 
prodigy, and I don't at all doubt that Spain will 
one day be as proud of you, as Greece was of her 
seven sages." These words were followed by a fresh 
hug, which I was enforced to endure, though at the 
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risk of Strangulation. With the litde experience I 
had, I ought not to have been the dupe of his pro- 
fessions and hyperbolical complin^ents : I ought to 
.have known, by his extravagant flattery, that he 
was one of those parasites which abound in every 
town, and who, when a stranger arrives, introduce 
themselves to him, in order to fill their bellies at 
his expence: but my youth and vanity made me 
judge quite otherwise : my admirer appeared to me 
so much of a gentleman, diat I invited him to take 
a share of my supper. ** Ah ! with all my soul 
Scried he) I am too much obliged to my kind stars 
tor having thrown me in the way of the illustrious 
Gil Bias, not to enjoy my good fortune as long as 
I can ! I have no great appetite (pursued he) but I 
will sit down to bear you company, and eat a 
mouthful, purely out of complaisance." 

So saying, piy panegyrist took his place right 
over-against me, and, "a cover being laid for him, 
attacked the amiet as voraciously as if he had fast- 
ed three whole days : by his complaisant beginning 
I foresaw that our dish would not last long, and 
therefore ordered a second; which they dressed 
with such dispatch, that it was served just as we — 
or rather he — had made an end of the first. — He 
proceeded on this with the same vigour, and found 
means, without losing one stroke of his teeth, to 
overwhelm me with praises during the whole re- 
past, which made me very well pleased with my 
sweet self. — He drank in proportion to his eating ; 
sometimes to my health, sometimes to that of my 
father and mother, whose happiness in having such 
a son as me he could not enough admire. — In the 
mean time he plied me with wine, and insisted 
upon my doing him justice, while I toasted health 
for health ; a circumstance whi(>h, together with his 
intoxicating flattery, put me into such good humour, 
that seeing our second amlet half devoured, I asked 
the landrord if he had no fish in the house. Signor 
Corcuelo, who, in all likelihood, had a fellow feel* 

3 VOL. I. p ^ 
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ing with tbe parasite, replied,, ^^ I have a delicate 
trout, but those who eat it must pay for the sauce : 
— 't is a bit too dainty for your palate, I doubt.^' — 
^' What do you call too dainty ? (said the sycophant, 
raising his voice) you're a wiseacre, indeed! Know 
that there is nothing in this house too good for 
Signor Gil Bias de Santillane, who deserves to be 
entertained like a prince." 

I was pleased at his laying hold of the landlord's 
last words, in which he prevented me, who finding 
myself offended, said with an air of disdain, ^' Pro^ 
duce this trout of your's, gaffer Corcuelo, and give 
yourself no trouble about the consequence." — ^This 
was what the inn-keeper wanted : he got it ready, 
and served it up in a trice. At sight of this new 
dish I could perceive the parasite's eyes sparkle 
with joy ; and he renewed that complaisance — ^I 
mean for the fish — which he had already shown for 
tbe eggs. At last, however, he was obliged to give 
out, for fear of accident, being crammed to the very 
throat : having therefore eaten and drank his belly- 
ful, he thought proper to conclude the farce by 
rising from table, and accosting me in these words : 
" Signor Gil Bias, I am too well satisfied with your 
good cheer to leave you, without offering an im- 
portant advice, which you seem to have great occa- 
sion for : henceforth beware of praise, and be upon 
your guard against every body you do not know, 
1 ou may meet with other people inclined to divert 
themselves with your credulity, and perhaps to 
push things still farther ; but don't be dqped again, 
nor believe yourself (though they should swear it) 
tbe eighth wonder of the world.',' — So saying, he 
laughed in ipy face and stalked away. I was as 
much affected by this bite as I have since been by 
misfortunes of far greater consequence. — I could 
not forgive myself for having been so grossly im- 
posed upon ; or ratlier, I was shocked to find my 
pride so humbled : " How ! (said I to myself) has 
the traitor then made a jest of me f His design in 
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mccosting my landlord in the street was only to 
pump him : or perhaps they miderstand one an- 
otfier I Ah ! simple Gil Bias ! Go hang thyself for 
^ame, for having given such rascals an opportuni^ 
t)f turning thee into ridicule ! I suppose they will 
trump up a fine story or this affair, which wil| 
reach Oviedo, and doubtless do thee a great deal 
of honour ; and make thy parents repent their hav^ 
ing thrown aw^y so much good council on an ass : 
instead of exhorting me not to wrong any body,' 
they ought to have cautioned me against the knave- 
ry of the world !" Chagrined with these mortify- 
ing reflections, and inflamed with resentment, I 
locked mjrself in my chamber, and went to bed, 
where, however, I did not sleep ; for, before I could 
close my eyes, the carrier came to let me know 
that he was ready to set out, and only waited for 
me : I got up instantly, and while I put on my 
do^s Corcuelo brought me a bill, in which, I 
assure you, the trout was not forgotten : and I was 
not only obliged to gratify his exorbitance, but I 
had also the mortification to perceive, while I 
counted the money, that the sarcastic knave re- 
membered my adventure. After having paid sauce 
for a supper, which 1 had so ill digested, I went to 
the muleteer with uiy bags, wishing the parasite, 
the inn-keeper, and bis inn, at the devil. 



CHAPTER ni 



I WAS not the only person who travelled with 
the carrier, there being in company two children 
belonging to a gentleman at Pennafldr, a little 
stroling ballad-singer of Mondonedo, and a young 
tradesman of Astorga, who was bringing home i^ 
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girl whom he had married at Verco. We became 
acquainted with one another presently, and every 
one, in a very short time, told whence he came, 
and whither he was going. — ^The new married lady 
was so stupid and tawny, that I had no great plea- 
*sure in looking at her ; but her youth and plump- 
ness had a different effect upon the carrier, who 
resolved to make an attempt upon her inclinations : 
he spent the whole day in projecting this noble 
design, the execution of which he deferred until 
we should arrive at our last stage, which happened 
to be at Cacabelos. He accordingly made us alight 
at the first inn we came to, ar house situated rather 
m the country than the town, the landlord of which 
he knew to be a complaisant and discreet person. 
He took care to have us conducted into a remote 
apartment, where he allowed us to sup in tranquil- 
lity ; but when our meal was ended, he entered 
with a furious look, crying, ^' Blood and oons ! I am 
robbed of one hundred pistoles, which I had in a 
leathern bag, and I must find them immediately ; 
otherwise I will apply to the magistrate of the 
place, who is no joker in these matters, and have 
you all put to the rack, till such time as you con- 
*fess the crime and restore the money." Having 
pronounced these dreadful words with a very na- 
tural air, he went out, leaving us all in the utmost 
consternation. 

As we were strangers to each other, none of us 
had the least suspicion of the finesse ; for my own 
part, I suspected that the poor ballad-singer had 
done the deed ; and perhaps he had the same opi- 
nion of me. Besides, we were all raw fools, utterly 
ignorant of the formalities used in such cases, and 
believed in good earnest, that the process would 
be begun by putting us all to torture. — Giving way 
therefore to our fear, we evacuated the room in a 
great hurry, some running into the street, others 
flying into the garden, and every one betaking 
himjself to his heels for safety. Among the rest 
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the young tradesman of Astorga, as ninch scared 
as any of us at the thoughts of the torture, made 
bis escape, like another ^neas, without incommod- 
ing himself with his wife. — ^It was then that the 
carrier (as I have since learned) more incontinent 
dian his mules, and overjoyed to see his stratagem 
succeed according to his expectation, went to the 
bride, boasted of his own ingenuity, and endeavour- 
ed to profit by the occasion : — but this Lucrece of 
the Asturies, to whom the villanoos aspect of her 
tempter lent new strength, made a vigorqus resist- 
ance, and screamed most powerfully. The patrole, 
which happened at that instant to pass by the 
house, that they knew deserved their attention, 
went in and demanded the reasons x>f those cries : 
upon which the landlord, who sat singing in the 
kitchen, and pretended to know nothing of the 
matter, was obliged ta conduct the officer and his 
guard into the chamber of the person who made, 
the noise. — ^They arrived very seasonably, the chaste 
Asturian being quite exhausted ; and the commander 
(who was none of the most delicate people in the 
world) perceiving what was the matter, gave the 
Amorous muleteer a wooden salutation with the 
handle of his halbert, addressing him at the same 
time in terms as inconsistent with modesty as the 
action that suggested them. — ^This was not all : he 
apprehended the criminal, and carried him before 
the judge, together with his accuser; who, not- 
withstanding her disorder, would have gone of 
herself to crave justice for the outrage that was 
committed upon her. The magistrate having heard, 
and attentively considered the cause, found the 
defendant guilty, caused him to be stripped and 
scourged in his presence ; and ordered that if the 
husband of the plaintiff should not appear before 
next day, she should be escorted to Astorga by two 
horsemen at the charge of the delinquent. 

As for me, more terrified, perhaps, than the rest, 
I got into the country, and crosring, I don't know 
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how many fields and heaths, and leaping all the 
ditches I found m my way, I arrived* at last at the 
side of a wood, and was just going into it, with a 
view of concealing myself in some thicket, when, 
all of a sudden two men on horseback appeared 
before me, and called, ^* Who goes there ?" As my 
surprise hindered me from msdking imn^ediate an- 
swer, they advanced, and each clapping a pistol 
to my throat, commanded me to tell who I was, 
whence I came, my business in that forest, ^and 
above all things, to hide nothing from them. — ^To 
these interrogations, the manner of which seemed 
to me equal to the rack with which tlie carrier had 
threatened us, I replied, that I was a lad of Oviedo, 
going to Salamanca ; recounted the alarm we had 
undergone, and confessed, that the fear of being 

;ut to the torture had induced me to run away.— ^ 
^hey burst out into a loud laugh at this discovery, 
which manifested the simplicity of my heart ; and 
one of them said, '* Take courage, friend ; come 
along with us, and fear nothing : we will put thee 
Jn a place of safety." So saying, he made me get 
up behind him, and then we retreated into the 
wood. • 

Though I did not know what to make of this 
rencounter, I did not presage any thing bad from it ^ 
for (said I to myself) if these people were thieves, 
they would have robbed, and perhaps murdered 
me, at once : they must certainly be honest gentle- 
men, who live hard by, and who, seeing me in a 
Eanic, have pity on my condition, and carry me 
ome with them out of charity. — But I did not long 
remain in suspense ; for, after several windings and 
turnings, which we performed in great silenc^, we 
came to the foot of a hill, where we alighted ; and 
one of the horsemen said to me, '^ This is our 
dwelling-place." I looked around, but could per- 
ceive 4ieither house, hut, nor the least appearance 
of any habitation : nevertheless these two men lifted 
up a huge wpoden trap-ddor, covered with eartji 
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and brambles, which concealed the entrance of a 
long shelving passage under ground, into which 
the horses went of themselves, like beastS that were 
used to it; while the cavaliers, taking the same 
path, made me follow them: then lowering the 
cover, with cords fastened to the inside for that pur« 
pose, behold the worthy kinsman of my uncle Peres, 
caught like a mouse in a trap. 



CHAPTER W. 



I NOW discovered my situation, and any one may 
easily believe that this discovery effectually dis- 
pelled my former fear : a terror more mighty and 
better founded took possession of my soul ! I laid 
my account with losing my life as well as my ducats ; 
and looking upon myself as a victim led to the altar, 
walked (more dead than alive) between my two 
conductors, who,, feeling me tremble, exhorted me 
in vain to fear nothing. — ^When we had gone about 
200 paces, turning and descending all the way, we 
entered into a stable, lighted by two great iron 
lamps, hanging from the arch above. Here I saw 
plenty of straw, and a good many casks full of 
provender: there was room enough for twenty 
horses: but at that time there were only. the two 
that we brought along^with us, which an old negro, 
who seemed vigorous for his years, was tying to* a 
rack. — We went out of the stable, and by the dis- 
mal glimmer of some lamps, that seemed to en* 
lighten the place, only to show the horrors of it, 
came to a kitchen, where an old cook-maid was 
busy in broiling steaks, and providing for supper.-^ 
The kitchen was adorned with all necessary uten- 
sils, and hard by there was a larder stored with all 
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sorts of provisions. — ^The cook (for I must draw her 
picture) was a person somewhat turned of sixty : 
in her youth the hair of her head had been red as 
a carrot ; for time had not as yet so much bleached 
it, but that one might still perceive some shades of 
its primitive colour : she had an olive complexion, 
a chin pointed and prominent, with lips fallen in, 
a huge aquiline nose that hung over her mouth, 
and eyes that flamed in purple. 

" Well, dame Leonarda (said one of the gentle- 
men, presenting me to this fair angel of darkness) 
here's a young man we have brought for you." 
Then turning to me, and observing me pale and 
dismayed, " FViend (said he) banish thy fear ; we 
will do thee no harm — Having occasion for a serv- 
ant to assist our cook-maid, v^ met with thee, and 
happy is it for thee we did : thou shalt here supply 
the place of a young fellow, who let himself die 
about fifteen days ago : he was a lad of a very de- 
licate complexion ; but thou seemest to be more 
robust, and wilt not die so soon : indeed thou wilt 
never see the light of the sun again ; but in lieu of 
that, thou shalt have good cheer, and a rousing fire : 
thou shalt pass thy time with Leonarda, who is a 
very gentle creature, and enjoy all thy little con- 
veniences. I will shew thee (^dded he) that thou 
hast not got among beggars." With these words 
he took up a flambeau, and, bidding me follow him, 
carried me into a cellar^ where I saw an infinite 
number of bottles and jars well corked, which (he 
told me) were filled with excellent wine. He after- 
wards made me pass through divers apartments, 
some of which contained bales of linen, others of 
silks and stuffs : in one I perceived gold and silver, 
and a great quantity of plate in difierent cupboards. 
— ^Tlieu I ;oMi>w€d him into a large hall illuminated 
by three brij«iches of copper, which also gave light 
to the rooms that communicated with it : here he 
put fresh questions to me ;. asked my name and 
cason for leaving Oviedo } and when I had satisfied 
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his curiosity in these particulars, " Well, Gil Bias, 

Said he) since thy design in quitting the place of 
y nativity was t^d|btain some good post, thou 



must certainly hav^Ren born with a caul upon tk^ 
head ; because thou hast fallen into our hands.— 3 
have already told thee that thou shalt live here in 
affluence and roll upon gold and silver : nay more, 
thou shalt be safe ; for such is the contrivance of 
this retreat, that the officers of the holy brother- 
hood may come into the wood an hundred times 
without discovering it. The entry is unknown to 
every living soul, except me and my comrades : 
perhaps thou wilt wonder how it could be executed 
without being perceived by the people in the neighr 
bourbood ! Know then, my lad, that this is not a 
work of our hands, but was made many years ago : 
for after the Moors had got possession of Grenada, 
Arragon, and almost the whole of Spain, the Chris- 
tians, rather than submit to the yoke of infidels, 
fled and concealed themselves in this country, in 
Biscay, and in the Asturies, whither the valiant 
Don Pelagio retired : fu^tives, and dispersed in 
small numbers, they lived in mountains and woods, 
som^ lurked in caves, and others contrived many 
subterranean abodes, of which number this is one. 
Having afterwards been so lucky as to drive their 
enendes out of Spain, they returned into the to^ns ; 
and, since that time, their retreats have ser^flphr 
asylums to people of our profession. 'T^^Ba, 
indeed, the holy brotherhood "^have disccAj^^Bd 
destroyedvsome of them ; but there are strPPMity 
remaining ; and (thank heaven) I have lived here 
in safety near fifteen years : my name is Captain 



* The holy brotherhood in Spain, called S^nta HenixBii'^ 
dad, vfBB formerly an association to suppress robbm!^ in 
times of civil commotion ; and at this day is an e^t^bllsii* 
ment kept up through all the kingdoms and proviojip of 
Spain, for the same purpose. 
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Rolando : I am the chief of the company, and 1 4 
whom thou sawest with me is one of my gang." 



CHAPTER V. 




SiGNOR Rolando had scarce done speaking, 
when six new faces appeared iu the hall ; these 
were the^lieutenant with five of the company, who 
returned loaded with booty, which consisted of two 
hampers full of sugajr, cinnamon, pepper, dried figs, 
almonds, and raisins; tb,e lieutenant, addressing 
liimself to the captain, told him, that he had taken 
these hampers firom a grocer of Benayento, whose 
mule he had also carried off. When he hsid given 
an account of his expedition to his superior, the 
pillage of the grocer was ordered into the store, 
and it was unammously agreed to make merry. A 
table being covered in the great hall, I was sent 
back into the kitchen, where dame Leonarda in- 
structed me in the nature of my office ; and, yield- 
ing to necesdty, (since my cruel fate had so or- 
dained) I Mippressed my sorrow, and prepared my* 
8eIA|3r the service of those worthy gentlemen. 

^mf first essay was on the side-board, which I 
adpie^d with silver cups, and many stone-bottles 
brllM good wine which Signor RolandQ had prais- 
ed so much. I afterwards brought in two ragouts, 
which were no sooner served, than the whole com- 
pany sat down to eat. They began with a good 
appetite, while I stood behind, ready to iSupply 
tii^m with wine ; and acquitted myself so hand- 
somely , ihat I had the honour to be* complimented 
upon iwy Ijehaviour. The captain recounted my 
tstofy ill a few words, which afforded a good deal 
of diversion, and afterwards observed that I did 
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not want merit : but I was at that time cured of 
my vanity, and could hear myself praised without 
danger. Not one of them was silent on the subject; 
they said I seemed bom to be their cup-bearer; that 
I was worth an hundred of my predecessor ; and 
although dame Leonarda (since his death) had been 
honoured with the office of presenting nectar to 
diose infernal gods, they deprived h«r of that glo- 
rious employment, with which they invested me, 
like a young Ganymede succeeding an ancient 
Hebe. 

A great dish of roast meat, served up after the 
ragouts, finished the repast of those gormandizmg 
thieves, who drinking m proportion to their glut- 
tony, soon became frolicksome, made a hellish 
noise, and sp^ke all together : one began a story, 
another broke a jest, a third shouted, a fourth 
sung : so that there was nothing but riot and con- 
fusion ! At length Rolando, tired of a scene in 
which he was so little regarded, called (with a 
voice that silenced the whole company) " Gentle- 
men, I have a proposal to make-: instead of stun- 
ning one another m this manner, by speaking all 
together, would it not be better to entertain our- 
selves like reasonable creatures .'^ There is a thought 
come into my head : since the time of our associa- 
tion, we have never had the curiosity to know what 
families we are derived firom, and by what train of 
adventures we have been severally led to embrace 
this way of life : as these things seem worthy to be 
known, let us, for our diversion, communicate them 
to one another." The lieutenant, and the rest, as 
if they had something very entertaining to relate, 
embraced, with great demonstrations of joy, the 
proposal of their chief, who began his own history 
m these words. 

^< Gendemen, you must know that I am the only 
son of a rich citizen of Madrid ; the day of my birth 
was celebrated in the family by vast rejoicings; my 
fiitber, pretty well stricken in years, was ravished 



44 ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS. 

at sight of an heir, and my mother undertook to 
suckle me at her own breasts : her father, who was 
still aUve, was a good old man, who meddled with 
nothing but his beads, and recounted his own war- 
like exploits, having been many years in the army ; 
so that becoming insensibly the idol of these three 

Crsons, I was incessantly dandled in their arms. 
»st study should fatigue me in my tender years, 
I was allowed to spend them in the most childish 
amusements; my father* observing that children 
ought not to apply seriously to any thing, until 
time should have ripened the imderstanding. In 
expectation of this maturity, I neither learned to 
read nor write, but nevertheless, made good use 
of my time : for my father taught me a thousand 
different games: I became perfectly acquainted with 
cards, was no stranger to dice; and my grandfather 
filled my head with romantic stories of the military 
expeditions in which he had been concerned. He 
sung the same catches over and over, and when I 
had got ten or twelve lines by heart, by dint of 
hearing them repeated ibr three months together, 
my memory became a subject for admiration to 
my parents, who seemed no less satisfied widi my 
genius. When profiting by the liberty I enjoyed 
of speaking what came uppermost, I used to inter- 
rupt their discourse with my nonsensical prattle — 
" Ah! what a charming creature it is!" (would my 
father cry, looking at me with inexpressible delight) 
while my mamma overwhelmed me with caresses, 
ond my old grandsire wept with joy. I committed, 
in their presence, the most indecent actions with 
impunity : every thing was forgiven ; and in short, 
they adored me. In die mean time, having attain- ' 
ed my twelfth year, without beingput to school, 
a master was at length provided 2 but he received 
precke orders* to instruct me without using any 
violence, being only permitted to threaten me spme- 
times, with a view of inspiring me with awe. This 
permission had not the most salutary efiects upon 
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me, -who either laughed at, his menaces, or, with 
tears in my eyes, went and complained to my mo- 
ther and grand-papa of his barbarity. It was in 
vain for the poor devil to deny the accusation : he 
was looked upon as a tyrant, and my assertion 
always believed, in sjwte of hfe remonstrance, I 
happened osie day to scratch myself, upon which, 
setting up my pipes, as if he had flayed me, my 
'mother came running in, and turned my master 
out of doors, though he protested and took heaven 
to witness, that he had never touched my skin. 

\n the same manner I got rid of all my precept- 
ors, until such an one as I wanted presented him- 
self; this was a bachelor of Alcala: an excellent 
tutor for a person of fashion's child ! he was a 
lov9r of play, women, and wine, consequendy the 
fittest person in tlie world for me. The first thing 
he set about was to gain my affection, in which he 
succeeded, and by these means, gained the love of 
my parents, who left me entirely to his manage- 
ment : indeed they had no cause to repent of their 
confidence ; for, in a very little time he made me 
perfect in the knowledge of the world : by dint of 
carrying me along with him to the places he fre- 
quented, I imbibed his taste so well, that, except 
in Latin I became an universal proficient; and wlm 
I found I had no further occasion for his instruc- 
tions, he went to ofier them elsewhere. 

If during my childhood I had lived pretty freely, 
it ^as quite another thing when I became master 
of my own actions : I every moment ridiculed my 
parents, who did nothing but laugh at my sallies, 
which were the more agreeable, the more insolence 
they contained. Mean while I committed all kinds 
of debauchery, in the company of other young men 
of the same disposition ; and as our parents did not 
supply us with money sufficient to support such a 
delicious life, every one pilfered what he could, at 
his own home ; but that being also insufficient, we 
began to rob in the dark ; when, unfortunately, the 
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corregidor got notice of us, and would have caused 
us to be apprehended, had we not been informed of 
his treacherous design. Upon which we consulted 
our safety in flight, and transferred the scene of 
our exploits to the highway. Since which time, 
gentlemen, God has given me grace to grow old in 
my profession, in spite of the dangers to which it 
is exposed." 

Here the captain left ofi* speaking, and the lieu« 
tenant, taking his turn, began with, " Gentlemen, 
an education quite opposite to that of Signor Ro« 
lando has, nevertheless, produced the same eflfect 
My father was a butcher of Toledo, reckoned the 
greatest brute in the whole city, and my mother's 
disposition not much more genUe. While I Was a 
child, they whipped me, as if it had been through 
cumulation, at the rate of a thousand stripes a day: 
the least fault I committed was attended with the 
most severe chastisement ; and it was in vain for 
me to ask pardon, with tears in my eyes, md pro- 
test that I was sorry for what I had done ; far 
from being forgiven, I was often punished without 
a cause; while my father belaboured me, my mother 
(as if he had not exerted himself) instead of inter- 
ceding for her child, frequently came to his as- 
sistance. This treatment inspired me widi such 
aversion for my paternal habitation, that I ran 
away before I had attained my fourteenth year, 
and taking the road of Arragon, went to Saragossa, 
subsisting on charity by the way^ There I consort- 
ed with beggars, who led a pretty comfortable life ; 
they taught me to counterfeit blindness, to appear 
lame, and afflict my limbs with fictitious ulcers, 
&c. |n the morning (like players, who disguise 
themselves in order to appear upon the stage) we 
prepared ourselves for the different parts we in- 
tended to act, and every one ran to his post : in 
the evening we met again, and enjoyed ourselves 
all night at the expence of those who had compas- 
sion on us J n the day. Tired however of living 
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among those wretches, and ambitious of appearing 
in a higher sphere, I associated myself with some 
knights of the post, who taught me a great many 
stratagems; but we were, in a very short time, 
obUged to quit Saragossat, having quarrelled with a 
certain justice, whose protection we had enjoyed. 
Every one took his own course : for ray own part, 
I engaged myself in a company of brave fellows 
who put travellers under contribudon, and liked 
their manner of living so well, that hitherto, I have 
never felt the least inclination to seek another : I 
am therefore, gentlemen, very much obliged to the 
barbarity of my parents ; for, had they treated me 
a little less savagely, instead of being an honour- 
able lieutenant, I should have been doubtless at this 
day a miserable butcher." 

The next that spoke was a young thief, who, sitting 
between the captain and lieutenant, said, " Gentle- 
men, the stories we have heard, are neither so com- 
plicated, nor so curious as mine : I owe my being to 
a peasant's wife, who lived in the neighbourhood of 
Seville : three weeks after she had brought me into 
the world (being still young, handsome, and healthy) 
it was proposed to her, to nurse a man of quality's 
only son lately bom in Seville: this proposal my mo- 
ther cheerfully accepted, and went to fetch the child, 
which being committed to her care, she no sooner 
brought it home to her house, than perceiving some 
small resemblance between us, she was tempted to 
make me pass for the infant of quality, in hopes 
that she should one day be well rewarded by me, 
for that kind office : my father, who was not more 
scrupulous than his neighbours, approved of the 
deceit ; so that after having made us exchange our 
swaddling-clothes, the son of Don Rodrigo de Her- 
rera was sent to another nurse under my name, and 
my mother suckled me under his. 

^' Notwithstanding all the fine things that are said 
of instinct and the force of blood, the little gentle- 
man's parents swallowed the change with great 
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ease • theyrhad not the least suspicion of the trick 
that was played upon them ; for, till I was Kven 
years old, 1 was scarce ever out of their arms. 
Their intention being to make me a complete cava- 
lier, all sorts of masters were provided ; but I had 
no great inclination for the exercises I learned; 
and still less relish for the sciences they explained : 
I loved much better to game with the servants, for 
whose company I frequented the kitchen and sta« 
ble ; but play was not long my predominant pas« 
sion ; for before I was seventeen years of age, I got 
drunk daily, seduced all the women in the housCi 
but attached myself chiefly to the cookmaid, who 
seemed to merit my principal regard : she was a 
fat jolly wench, whose pleasantry and sleekness 

E leased me much ; and I made love to her with so 
ttle circumspection, that Don Rodrigo himself 
perceived it. He reprimanded me sharply, re- 
proached me with the baseness of my inclmations, 
and, lest the sight of this amiable object should 
render his remonsti'ances ineffectual, turned my 
princess out of doors. 

" I was disgusted at this piece of conduct, for 
which I resolved to be revenged : with this view, 
I stole his lady's jewels, and running in quest of 
my fair Helen, who had retired to the house of a 
washerwoman of her acquaintance, I carried her 
off, at noon-day, to the end that nobody might be 
ignorant of my passion. That was not all 2 1 con- 
ducted her into her own country, where I married 
her in a solemn manner, that I might not only ^ve 
Herrera the more vexation, but also afford such 
a worthy example to the children of noblemen* 
Three months after my marriage, I was informed 
of Don Rodrigo's death ; a piece of news I did not 
receive with indifference ; but repairing instantly 
to Seville, in order to demand his estate, I found 
things strangely altered! My mother, who was 
dead, had been silly enough, on her death bed, to 
confess the whole affair, in presence of the curate 
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of the village, and other credible witnesses ; in 
consequence of which, the true son of Don Rodrigo 
was already in possession of my place or rather of 
his own; and had been received with the more 
joy, on- account of their being dissatisfied with me. 
Wherefore, having nothing to expect from that 
quarter, and no longer feeling inclination for my 
fat spouse, I joined some gentlemen of the road, 
with whom I began my expeditions.'' 

The young robber having ended his story, an* 
other mformed us, ^^ That he was the son of a 
merchant at Burgos, and, prompted by an indiscreet 
devotion, had taken the habit and professed a very 
austere order, from which, in a few years, he apos- 
tatized.^' In short, these eight highwaymen spoke 
in their turns, and when I had heard them all, I 
was not at all surprised to find them together. The 
discourse was afterwards changed ; they brought 
upon the carpet several projects for the next ex- 
cursion : and after having come to a determination, 
got up from table, in order to go to rest. Having 
Ughted their wax candles, and withdrawn, I follow- 
ed captain Rolando into his chamber, where while 
I helped to undress him, << Well, Gil Bias (said he) 
thou seest how we live : we are always merry, and 
hatred and envy never get footing among us : we 
never have the least quarrel with one another, but 
are more united than a convent of monks : thou 
wilt, my child (pursued he) lead a very agreeable 
Mfe in this place ; for I don't believe, thee fool 
enough to boggle at living widi robbers : eh ! dost 
thou think there are any honester people in the 
world than we } no, my lad, every one loves to 
prey upon his fellows ; it is an universal principle, 
though variously exerted: conquerors ffor example) 
seiz^ upon the territories of their neighbours; peo- 
ple of quality borrow without any intention of 
repaying; bunkers, treasurers, exchange-brokers, 
clerks, and all kinds of merchants, great and small, 
are not a whit more conscientious. As for your 
C Vol. I. 4 
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limbs of the law, I need not mention them ; every 
body knows what they can do : I must own, how- 
ever, that they are somewhat more homane than 
we; f(Mr we often put innocent people to death, 
and they sometimes save the lives of the guilty." 



CHAPTER VI. 



When the captain of the thieves had made his 
apology for his profession, he went to bed, and I 
returned into the hall, where I uncovered the ta- 
ble, and put every thing in order ; from thence I 
went into the kitchen, where Domingo (so was the 
old negro called) expected me to supper. Though 
I had no appetite, I sat down with them ; but as I 
could not eat, and appeared as melancholy as I had 
cause to be so, these two apparitions, equally qua- 
lified, undertook to give me consolation : " Why 
do you afflict yourself child } (said the old lady :) 
You ought rather to rejoice at your good fortune. 
— ^You are young, and seem to be of an easy tem- 

f)er ; consequently would have been, in a little time, 
ost in the world : there you would have fallen into 
the hands of libertines, who would have engaged 
you in all manner of debauchery : whereas here 
your innocence finds a secure haven." — ^^Dame 
Leonarda is in the right (said the old black-a-moor 
with great gravity) and let me add, the world is 
full of affliction : thank heaven, therefore, my firiend, 
for having delivered thee all at once firom die dan- 
gers, difficulties, and misery of life." 

I bore their discourse with patience, because to 
fret myself would have done me no service : at last 
Domingo, having eaten and drank plentifiilly, re- 
tired into the stable ; while Leonarda, with a lamp 
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ill her hand, conducted me into a vault, which 
served as a burjring-place to the robbers who died 
a natural death, and in which I perceived a miser* 
able truck-bed, that looked more like a tomb than 
a couch : " Here is your bedchamber (said she ;) 
tlie lad, whose place you have the good fortune to 
supply, slept here as long as he lived among us ; 
and now that he js dead rests in the same place. — 
He slipt away in the flower of his age : I hope you 
will not. be so simple as to follow his example.'' 
So saying, she put the light into my hand, and re- 
turned into her kitchen ; while I, setting the lamp 
upon the ground, threw myself upon the bed, not 
so much in expectation of enjoying the least repose, 
as with a view to indulge my melancholy reflec- 
tion. " O heavens (cried I,) was ever destiny so 
terrible as mine ! I am banisned from the sight of 
the sun ; and, as if it was not enough to be buried 
alive at the age of eighteen, I am moreover con- 
demned to serve thieves, to spend the day among 
highwajrmen, and the night among the dead !'' 1 
wept bitterly over these suggestions, which seemed 
to me — and were in eflect, extremely shocking. A 
thousand times I cursed my uncle's design of send- 
ing me to Salamanca: I repented of my fl3ring from 
justice at Cacabelos, and even wished T had sub- 
mitted to the torture. — ^But recollecting that I 
consumed myself in vain complaints, to no purpose, 
I began to think of some means by which I might 
escape. ^^ What ! (said I to myself) is it then im- 
possible to deliver myself! the thieves are asleep, 
the cook-maid and negro will be in the same con- 
dition presentiy : can't I, while they are all quiet, 
by the help of my lamp, find out the passage 
through wUch I descended to this infernal abode f 
^is true, indeed, I don't think myself strong 
enough to lift the trap-door that covers the entry; 
but lK>wever, that I may have nothing to reproach 
myself with, I will try : my despair will, perhaps 
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tapply me with strength, and idio knows but I 
mi^ accomplish it ?'' 

Having then prmected this great design, I got 
up when I imagined Leonarda and Domingo were 
at rest; and taking the lamp in my hand, went out 
of the vault, recommending myself to the saints in 
heaven. — ^It was not without great difficulty that I 
found again all the windings of this new labyrinth^ 
and arrived at the door of the stable ; where at 
last, pa-ceiving the passage I was in search of, I 
went into it, advancing towards the trap with as 
much nimbleness as joy : — but, alas ! in the middle 
f>f the entry I met with a cursed iron grate, fast 
aocked, and consisting of strong bars so close to 
one another, that I could scare thrust my hand 
between them. I was confounded at the sight of 
this new obstacle, which I had not observed when 
I came in, the grate being then open : I did not 
fail, however, to feel the bars and examine the 
lock, which I even attempted to force ; when, all 
of a sudden, I felt a-cross my shoulders five or six 
hearty thwacks with a bull's pizile ! upon which I 
uttered such a dreadful yell, that the whole cavern 
echoed with the sound ; and looking behind me, 
perceived the old negro in his shirt, with ,a dark 
lantern in* one hand, and the instrument of his 
execution in the other. ^^ Ah ha ! Mr. Jackanapes 
(said he) you want to make your escape, hah.^ 
ITou must not imagine that I am to be caught 
napping. — ^I heard you all the while. — ^I suppose 
you thought the grate was open, didn't you? - 
Enow, my boy, that henceforth thou shalt aliiv^ys 
find it shut ; and that when we detain any btdy 
here, against his inclination, he must be more tur- 
ning than thou, if he ever gets off." 

In the mean time two or three of the thieves, 
starting out of their sleep at the^io^^ of my cries, 
and believing that the holy brotherhood was coin- 
ing souse upon them, got up in a hurry and alarm- 
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ed their companions. In an instant all were a-foot, 
and, seizing their swords and carabines, advanced 
half naked to the piace whjere Domingo chastised 
me ; but they no sooner understood die cause of 
the noise they had keard, than their uneasiness 
was changed into fits of laughter. — "How, Gil 
Bias (said the apostate thief to me) thou hast not 
been here six hours, and want'st to take thy leave 
9f us already! sure thou must have a great aversion 
to a retired life, hah i What would'st thou do if 
thou wert a Carthusian friar f Go to bed ; thou 
. art quit for once, on account of the stripes Djomingo 
has bestowed on thee ; but if ever thou should'st 
make anodier effort to escape, by St Bartholomew ! 
we will flay thee alive." This said, he withdrew ; 
die other thieves retired into their apartments; 
the old negro, proud of his exploit, returned into 
his stable, and I sneaked back to my Golgotha, 
where I spent the remaining part of the nig^ in 
tu^hs and tears. 



CHAPTER VIL 



During the first days of my captivity I was 
like to sink under die sorrow diat oppressed me, 
and might have been said to die by inches ; but at 
last my good genius inspired me with a resoludop 
to dissemble: I affected to appear less sad than 
usual : I began to laugh and sing, though, God 
knows, with an aching heart. In a word I coun- 
terfeited so well, that Leonarda and Domingo were 
deceived, and believed diat the bird was at last 
reconciled to his cage. — ^The robbers were of the 
same opinion ; for I assumed a gay air when I 
filled wiile for them, and mingled in their con- 
versadon^ whenever libund an opportunity of act- 
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ing the buffoon. This freedom, far from displeas- 
ing, afforded them diverrion. ^' Gil Bias (said the 
captain to me one evening, while I entertained 
them in this manner) thon hast dcme well, my lad, 
to banish thy melancholy : I am charmed with thy 
wit and humour : I find people are not known aU 
at once ; for I did not think thou hadst been so 
sprighdy and good-natured." \ 

The rest joined also in my praise, and appeared 
so well satisfied with me, that, taking the advan- 
tage of this good disposition, *' Gentlemen, (said I) 
allow me to tell my mind : since my abode in this 
place I find myself quite another sort of a person 
than heretofore. Yon have divested me of the 
prejudices of education, and I insensibly imbibe 
your disposition : I have a taste for your profession, 
and a longing desire of being honoured with the 
name of your companion, and of sharing the dan- 
. gers of your expeditions." All the company ap- 
proved of my discourse, and commended my for- 
wardness ; so that it was unanimously resolved to 
let me serve a litde longer, in order to approve 
myself worthy, then carry me out in their excur- 
sions ; after which I should obtain the honourable 
place I demanded. 

Well, then, I was obliged to persist in my dis^^ 
mulation, and exercise the post of cup-bearer still ; 
a circumstance that mortified me extremely t for 
my design in aspiring to the honour of becoming a 
thief, was only to have the liberty of taking the air 
with the rest, in hopes that one day I should be 
able to escape from them, in the course of their 
expeditions. This hope alone supported my life; 
but nevertheless appeared so distant, that I tried 
more than once to baffle the vigilance of Domingo; 
though it was never in my power, he being always 
so much upon his guard, that I would have defied 
an hundred Orpheus's to charm such a Cerberus. 
'Tis true, indeed, I did not do all that J could 
liave done to beguile him, lost I should ha,ve 
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2iwakened his suspicion ; for he had a hawk^s eye 
over me, and I was obliged to act with the utmost 
circumspection, that I might not betray myself. I 
therefore resigned myself to my fate, until the 
time should be expired that was prescribed by the 
robbers for receiving me into their gang ; and this 
event I expected as impatiently as if I had been to 
be enrolled in a list of commissioners. 

Heaven be praised ! in six months that dme ar- 
rived ; when Signor Rolando, addressing himself 
to bis company said, " Gentlemen, we must keep 
our words with Gil Bias : I have no bad opinion of 
chat young fellow, and I hope we shall make some- 
thing of Wm : it is therefore my opinion, that we 
carry him along with us to-morrow to gather lau- 
rels on the highway, and usher him into the path 
of glory." The robbers agreed to their captain's 
proposal ; and to show that they already looked 
upon me as one of their companions, from that 
moment dispensed with my service, and re-esta- 
blished dame Leonarda in the office she had lost 
on my account. They made me throw away my 
habit, which consisted of a sorry threadbare short 
cassock, and dressed me in die spoils of a gentle- 
man whom they had lately robbed ; after ifiiiich I 
prepared for my first campaign. 



CHjiPTER Vin. 



It was in the month of September, when towards 
the close of the night, I came out of the cavern in 
company with the robbers, armed like them, with 
a carabine, two pistols, sword, and bayonet, and 
inounted on a pretty good horse, which they had 
taken from the same gentleman w hose dress I wore. 
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I had lived so long in darkness, that when day 
broke, I was dazzled with the light, which however 
soon became familiar to my eyes. 

Having passed hard by Ponferrada, we lay in 
ambush in a small wood which bordered on the 
road to Leon. There we waited, expecting that 
fortune would throw some good luck in our way, 
when we perceived a Dominican (contrary to the 
custom of these good fathers) riding upon a sorry 
mule : '' God be praised, (cned the captain laugh- 
ing) there's the coup d'essai of Gil Bias : — let him 
go and unload that monk, while we observe his 
behaviour." — All the rest were of opinion that this 
was a very proper commission for me, and exhorted 
me to acquit myself handsomely in it. *' Gentle- 
men, (said I) you shall be satisfied : I will make 
that priest as bare as my hand, and bring hither 
his mule in a twinkling." — ^^ No, no, (replied Ro- 
lando) she is not worth the trouble : bring us only 
the purse of his reverence ; that is all we expect of 
thee." For this purpose I sallied from the wood, 
and .made towards the clergjrman, begging heaven 
all the way to pardon the action I was about to 
commit. I would gladly have made my escape 
that moment ; but the greatest part of the thieves 
were better mounted tiian I, and, had they per- 
ceived me running away, would have been at my 
heels in an instant, and entrapped me again in a 
very short time, or perhaps discharged their cara- 
bines at me, in which case 1 should have had nothing 
to brag of. — ^Not daring therefore to hazard such a 
delicate step, I came up with the priest, and clap- 
ping a pistol to his breast demanded his purse. 
He stopped short to survey me, and without seem- 
ing much afraid, " Child (said he) you are very 
young : — you have got a bad trade by the hand, 
betimes.'^ — " Bad as it is, father (I replied) I wish 
I had begun it sooner." — " Ah ! son, son, (said the 
good friar, who did not comprehend the true mean- 
ing of my words) what blindness ! — allow me to re- 
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presentto you the miserable condition " — "O father 
(said I, interrupting him hastily) a truce with your 
inorals, if you please : my business on the highway 
is not to hear sermons; I want money." — " Money ! 
fcried l\e, with an air of astonishment) you are 
little acquainted with the charity of the Spaniards, 
if you think people of my cloth have occasion for 
money 'while they travel in this kingdom. Unde- 
ceive yourself — we are every where chearfully re- 
ceived, have lodging and victuals, and nothing is 
asked in return for our prayers : in short, we never 
carry motley about us on the road ; but confide 
^together in Providence." " That wonU go down 
with me (I replied) : your dependance is not alto- 
gether so visionary; for you have always some 
good pistoles in reserve, to make more sure of 
Providence. But, my good father (added I) let 
us ha' done : my comrades, who are m that woodf 
begin to be impatient ; therefore throw your purse 
upon the ground instantly, or I shall certainly put 
you to death." 

,At th^se words, which I^ uttered wiA a menacing 
look, the friar, seeming afraid of his life, said, 
^' Hold ! I will satisfy you then, since there is a 
necessity for it : — I see tropes and figures have no 
efiect on people of your profession." So saying, he 
pulled from underneath his gown a large purse of 
sbamoy leather, which he dropped upon ^e ground. 
Then I told him he might continue his journey ; a 
permission he did not give me the trouble of re- 
peating ; but clapped his heels to the sides of his 
mule, which bel}dng the opinion I had conceived 
of her (for I imagined she was not much better 
than my uncle's) all of a sudden went ofi* at a 
pretty round pace. As soon as he was at a dis- 
tance I alighted, and taking up the purse, which 
seemed heavy, mounted again, and got back to the 
wood in a trice, where the thieves waited with 
impadence to congratulate me upon my victory — 
C 2 Vol. I. 
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Scarce would they give me time to dismount, so 
eager were they to embrace me ; ^' Courage, Gil 
Bias! (said Rolando)^ thou hast done wonders. — ^I 
have had my eyes on thee during thy expedition : 
I have observed thy countenance all the tune, and 
I prophecy that thou wilt in time become an ex- 
cellent highwayman." The lieutenant and the rest 
approved the prediction, which they assured me I 
should one day certainly fulfil. I thanked them 
for the high idea they had conceived of me, and 
promised to do all that lay in my power to main- 
tain it. 

After they had loaded me with so much unde- 
served praise, they were desirous of examining 
the booty 1 had made. " Come, (said they^ let us 
see what there is in the clergyman's purse." — " It 
ought to be well furnished (continued one among 
them) for those good fathers don't travel like pil- 
grims." The captain untied the purse, and, open- 
ftig it, pulled out two or three handfuls of copper 
medals, mixed with bits of hallowed wax, and some 
scapularies."^ At the sight of such an uncommon 
prey, all the robbers burst out into immoderate 
fits of laughter. " Upon my soul (cried the lieu- 
tenant) we are very much obliged to Gil Bias for 
having, in his coup d'essai, performed a theft so 
salutary to the company." This piece of wit brought 
on more. Those miscreants, and be in particular 
who had apostatized, began to be very merry upon 
tlie matter : a thousand sallies escaped them, that 
too well denoted their immorality. — ^I was the only 
person that did not laugh, my mirth being checked 
by the railers, who enjoyed themselves at my ex- 
pense. Every one having shot his bolt, the captain 
said to me, " In faith, Gil Bias, I advise thee as a 



* Scapularies are pieces of consecrated stuff, worn by 

pnests and niins. 
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friend to joke no more with monks, who are, gene- 
rally speaking, too arch and cunning for such as 
thee." 



CHAPTER IX. 



WE remained in the wood the greatest part of 
the day, without perceiving any traveller that could 
make amends for the priest. At last we left it, in 
order to return to our cavern, confining our exploits 
to that ludicrous event, which still constituted the 
subject of our discourse, when we discovered at a 
distance a coach drawn by four mules, advancing 
at a brisk trot, and escorted by three men on horse- 
back, who seemed well armed. Upon this Rolando 
' ordered his troop to halt, and held a council ; the 
result of which was, that they should attack the 
coach. We were imnjediately arranged according 
to his disposition, and marched up to it in order 
of battle. — In spite of the applause I had acquired 
in the wood, I felt myself seized with an universal 
tremor, and immediately a cold sweat broke out 
all over my body, which I looked upon as no very 
favourable omen. — To crown my good luck I was 
m the front of the line, between the captain and 
lieutenant, who had stationed me there, that I 
might accustom myself to stand fire all at once« 
Rolando observing how much nature sufiered with- 
in me, looked at me askance, saying, with a fierce 
countenance, " Hark'ee, Gil Bias, remember to do 
thy duty ; for if thou hang'st an arse, I'll blow thy 
brains out." I was too well persuaded that he 
would keep his word to neglect this caution ; for 
which reason I thought of nothing now but of re^ 
commending my soul to God. aer 

In the mean time the coach and horsemen s»*^ 
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proached, who knowing what sort of people we 
were, and guessing our design bv our appearance, 
stopped within musket-shot, and prepared to re- 
ceive us ; while a gentleman of a good mien, aiid 
richly dressed, came out of the coach, and mount- 
ing a horse that was led by one of his attendants, 
put himself at their head, without any other arms 
than a sword and a pair of pistols. — Though they 
were but four against nine (die coachman remain- 
ing on the seat) they advanced towards us with a 
boldness that redoubled my fear; I did not fail, 
however, though I trembled in every joint, to make 
ready to fire ; but, to tell the truth I shut my eyes, 
and turned away my head, when I discharged my 
carabine ; and, considering the manner in which it 
went ofi*, my conscience ought to be acquitted on 
that score. 

I will not pretend to describe the action ; for 
although I was present I saw nothing, smd my 
fear, in confounding my imagination, concealed 
froiii me die horror of the spectacle that occasioned 
it. — ^AU I know of the matter is, that after a great 
noise of firing, I heard my companions shout, and 
• cry victory ! victory ! at diat acclamation, the ter- 
ror, which had taken possession of my senses, dis- 
sipated, and I saw the four horsemen stretched 
lifeless on the field of battle. On our side we had 
but one man killed, and he was no other than the 
apostate, who had met with his deserts for his 
apostacy and profane jests upon the scapularies. 
The lieutenant received a wound in the arm ; but 
it was a very slight one, the shot having only 
ruffled his skin. 

Signor Rolando ran immediately to the door of 
the coach, in which there was a lady of about four 
or five and twenty years of age, who appeared very 
handsome notwidistanding the melancholy condi- 
tion in which she was, for she had swooned during 
the engagement, and was not yet recovered. While 
he was busied in looking after her, we took care of 
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the booty, beginning with securing the horses of 

the killed, which, frightened at the noise of the 

firing, had ran away, after having lost their riders. 

As for the mules they had not stirred, although the 

coachman (during the action) had quitted bis place, 

in order to make his escape. — ^We alighted, and, 

unyoking, loaded them with some trunks we found 

fastened to the coach, before and behind. This 

. being done, the lady, who had not as yet recovered 

her senses, was (by order of the captain) taken out 

and placed on horseback before one of the robbers 

that was best mounted ; after which, quitting tne 

high road) the coach and the dead, whom we had 

stripped, we earned off the lady, the mules, and 

the horses. 



CHAPTER X. 



It wa* within an hour of day-break when we 
arrivea at our habitation ; and the first thing we 
did was to lead our beasts into the stable, where 
we were obliged to tie them to the rack, and take 
care of them with our own hands, the old negro 
having been (three days before) seized with a vio- 
lent fit of the gout and rheumatism, that kept him 
a-bed, deprived of the use of all his limbs : the only 
member at liberty was his tongue, which he em-" 
ployed in testifying his impatience, by the most 
horrible execrations. Leaving this miserable wretch 
to swear and blaspheme, we went to the kitchen, 
where our whole attention was engrossed by the 
lady, and we succeeded so well as to bring her out 
of her fit : but when she had recovered die use oi 
her senses, and saw herself in the hands of several 
men whom she did not know, she perceived her 
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misfortune, and was seized with horror ! The ntost 
lively sorrow and direful despair appeared in her 
eyes, which she lifted up to heaven as if to r^roach 
it with the indignities that threatened her: then 
giving way of a sudden to those dismal appre- 
hensions, she relapsed into a swoon, her eye-lids 
closed, and the robbers imagined that death would 
deprive them of their prey. — ^The captain, thinking 
it more proper to leave her to herself than to tor- 
ment her with their assistance, ordered her to be 
carried to Leonarda's bed, where she was left alone, 
at the hazard of what might happen. 

We repaired to the hall, where one of tlie 
thieves, who had been bred a surgeon, dressed the 
lieutenant's wound : after which, being desirous of 
seeing what was in the trunks, we found some of 
them filled with lace and linen, others with clothes, 
and the last we opened contained some bags ftill 
of pistoles; at sight of which the gentlemen con- 
cerned were infinitely rejoiced. This enquiry being 
made, the cook-maid furnished the side-board, laid 
the cloth, and served up supper. — Our conversation 
at first turned upon the great victory we had ob- 
tained ; and Rolando addressing himself to me, 
" Confess, Gil Bias (said he) confess that thou 
wast horribly afraid." I ingenuously owned, that 
what he said was very true ; but that when I should 
have made two or three campaigns, I would fight 
like a knight-errant: whereupon the whole company 
took my part, observing that my fear was excusable ; 
that the action had been very hot; and that, con- 
sidering I was a young fellow wlio had never smell- 
ed gunpowder, I had acquitted myself pretty well. 

The discourse afterwards falling upon the mules 
and horses we had brought into our retreat, it was 
agreed, that to-morrow before day we should all 
set out together, in order to sell theto at Mansilla, 
which place, in all probability, the report of our* 
expedition had not yet reached. This resolution 
being taken, we finished our meal, and l*eturned 
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into the kitchen to visit the lady, whom we found 
still in the same situation. — ^Nevertheless, though 
it was with difficulty we could perceive any signs 
of life in her, some of the villains did not scruple to 
regard her with a proAme eye, and even to discover 
a brutal desire, which they would have satisfied 
immediately, had not Rolando prevented it, repre- 
senting to them, that they ought at least to wait 
until the lady should get the better of that oppres- 
sion of sorrow which deprived her of reflection. — 
The respect they had for their captain restrained 
their incontinence, otherwise notlung could have 
saved the lady, whose honour death itself, perhaps, 
would not have been able to secure. 

We left this unfortunate gentlewoman in the 
same condition in which • we found her, Rolando 
contenting himself with laying injunctions on Leo- 
narda to take care of her, while every one retired 
into his own apartment. For my own part, as 
soon as I got to bed, instead of resigning myself to 
sleep, I did nothing but think of Siis lady's mis- 
fortune : I never doubted that she was a person of 
quality, and looked upon her situation as the more 
deplorable for that reason. — I could not without 
shuddering represent to myself the horrors to which 
she was destined, and felt myself as deeply con- 
cerned for her as if I had been attached by blood 
or friendship. At last, after having bewailed her 
hard fate, I began to revolve the means of rescuing 
her honour from the danger in which it was, and 
of delivering myself at the same time from the 
subterranean abode. — I recollected that the old 
negro was not in a condition to move, and that, 
since his being taken ill, the cook-wench kept the 
key of the grate. — ^This reflection warmed my ima- 
^nation, and made me conceive a scheme, which 
I digested so well, that I proceeded to put it in 
practice immediately, in the following manner. 

Pretending to be racked with the colick, I began 
with complaints and groans; then raising my voice. 
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Uttered dreadful cries, that waked the robbers, and 
brought them mstantly to my bed-side. When they 
asked what made me roar so hideously, I answerchl 
that I was tortured with an horrible colick ; and, 
the better to persuade them of the truth of what I 
said, grinded my teeth, made frightful grimaces 
and contortions, and writhed myself in a strange 
manner : then I became quiet all of a sudden as if 
my pains had given me some respite. — In a moment 
after, I began again to bounce about the bed, and 
twist about my Umbs: in a word, I played my part 
so well, that the thieves, cunning as they were, 
allowed themselves to be deceived, and believed 
in good earnest that I was violently griped. In a 
moment all of\hem were busied in endeavours to 
ease me ; one brought a bottle of usquebaugh, and 
made me swallow one half of it : another, in spite 
of my teeth, injected a clyster of oil of sweet al- 
monds ; a third warmed a napkin, and applied it 
broiling hot to my belly. — I roared for mercy in 
vain: they imputed my cries to the colick, and 
continued to make me suffer real pains, in attempft- 
ing to free me from one I did not feel. At last 
being able to resist them no longer, I was fain to 
tell diem that the gripes had left me, and to con- 
jure them to give me quarter. Upon which they 
left off tormenting me with their remedies, and I 
took care to trouble them no more with my com- 
plaints, for fear of undergoing their good offices a 
second time. 

This scene lasted almost three hours, after which 
the robbers, judging that day was not far ofi^ pre- 
pared themselves to set out for Mansilla: I would 
have got up, to make them believe I was very de- 
sirous of accompanying them ; but they would not 
suffer me to rise, Signor Rolando saying, " No, 
no, Qil Bias, stay at home, child ; thy colick may 
return — thou shalt go with us another time ; but 
thou art in no condition to go abroad to day." I 
wa^ afraid of insisting upon it too much, lest he 



ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS. 65 

should yield to my request ; therefore 1 only ap- 
peared very much mortified, hecause I could not 
be of the party. This I acted so naturally, that 
they went out of the cavern without the least sus- 

ficion of my design.->-After their departure, which 
had endeavoured to hasten by my prayers, I said 
to myself, ^' Now Gil Bias ! now is the time for 
thee to have resolution : arm thyself with courage, 
to finish that which thou hast so happily begun. — 
Domingo is not in a condition to oppose thy enter- 
prise, and Leonarda cannot hinder its execution* 
— S^ize this opportunity of escaping, than which, 
perhaps, thou wilt never find one more favour- 
able. These suggestions filled me with con- 
fidence ; I got up, took my sword and pistob, and 
went towards the kitchen ; but before I entered, 
hearing Leonarda speaking, stopped, in olrder to 
listen. She was talking to the unknown lady, who, 
having recovered her senses, and understood the 
whole of her misfortune, wept, in the utmost bit- 
terness of despadr. — ^^ Weep, my child (said the 
old beldam to her) dissolve yourself into tears, 
and don't spare for sighs ; for that will give yon 
ease. — You have had a dangerous qualm : but now, 
there is nothing to fear, since you shed abundance 
of tears. — Your grief will abate by litde and litde, 
and you will soon accustom yourself to live with 
our gentlemen, who are men of honour. — ^Tou will 
be treated like a princess, meet with nothing but 
complaisance, and fresh proofs of afiection every 
day. — ^There are a great many women who would 
be glad to be in your place." 

I did not give Leonarda time to proceed, but 
entering clapped a pistol to her breast, and, with a 
threatening look commanded her to surrender the 
key of the grate. She was confounded at my be- 
haviour, and, though almost at the end of her ca- 
reer, so much attached to life, that she durst not 
refuse my demand. Having got the key in my 
possession, I addressed myself tn the alHicted lady 
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sa}dng, ^' Madam, heaven has sent you a deliverer ; 
rise and follow me, and I will conduct you whither 
soever you shall please to direct." The lady did 
not remain deaf to my words, which made such an 
impression upon her, that summoning up all the 
strength she had left, she got up, and throwing 
herself at my feet, conjured me to preserve ker 
honour. I raised her and assured her, that she 
might rely upon me ; then taking some cords, 
which I perceived in the kitchen, with her assist- 
ance, I tied Leonarda to the feet of a large table, 
swearing that if she opened her mouth, 1 would 
kill her on the spot. I afterwards lighted a flam- 
beau, and going with the stranger into the room 
where the gold and silver was deposited, filled my 
pockets with pistoles and double pistoles ; and to 
induce the lady to follow my example, assured her, 
that she only took back her own. When we had 
made a good provision of this kind, we went to- 
wards the stable, which I entered alone with my 
pistols cocked, firmly believing that the old negro, 
in spite of his gout and rheumatism, would not 
suffer me to saddle and bridle my horse in quiet; 
and fully resolved to cure him of all his distem- 
pers, if he should take it in his head to be trouble- 
some : but, by good luck he was so overwhelmed 
with the pains he had undergone, and those he 
still suffered, that I brought my horse out of the 
stable, even without his seeming to perceive it ; 
and the lady waiting forme at the door, we thread- 
ed with all dispatch the passage that led out of the 
cavern, arrived at the grate, which we opened, and 
at last came to the trap-door, which we lifted up 
with great difficulty, or rather the desire of escaping 
lent us new strength, without which we should not 
have been able to succeed. 

Day began to appear just as we found ourselves 
delivered from the jaws of this abyss ; and as we 
fervently desired to be at a greater distance from it, 
J threw myself into the saddle, the lady mounted 
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behind me, and following the first patli that pre- 
sented itself, at a round gallop, got out of the 
forest in a short time, and entered a plain divided 
by several roads, one of which we took at random.' 
I was mortally afraid that it would conduct us to 
Mansilla, where we might meet with Rolando and 
his confederates ; but happily my fear was vain. 
We arrived at the town of Astorga, at two o'clock 
in the afternoon, where people gazed at us with 
extreme attention, as if it had been an extraordi- 
nary thing to see a woman on horseback, sitting 
behind a man. We alighted at the first inn we 
came to, where the first diing I did was to order 
a partridge and a young rabbit to the fire ; and 
while this was doing, I conducted the lady into a 
chamber, where we began to converse with one 
another ; for we had rode so fast, that wc had no 
discourse upon the road. She shewed how sensible 
she was of die service I had done to her, and ob- 
served, that after I had performed such a generous 
action, she could not persuade herself that I was a 
companion of the thieves, from whom I had rescued 
her. I told her my story, in order to confirm 
the good opinion she had conceived of me ; and, by 
that means engaged her to honour me with her 
confidence, and inform me of her misfortunes, 
^hicb she recounted, as I shall relate in the fol- 
lowing chapter. 



CHAPTER XI. 



I WAS bom at Valladolid, and my name is 
Donna Mencia of Mosquera. Don Martin my 
father, after having spent almost his whole patri- 
mony iii the service of his king, was killed in Por- 



68 ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS. 

tugaly at the head of his own regiment, and 1^ 
me so moderately provided, that though I was an 
only child, I was far from being a good match. I 
did not want admirers, however, in spite of the 
lowness of my fortune : a good many of the most 
considerable cavaliers in Spain made their ad- 
dresses to me ; but he who attracted my attention 
most, was Don Alvaro de Mello : he was indeed 
more handsome than any of his rivals; but more 
sub^antial qualifications /determined me in his 
favour; he was endued with prudence, probity, 
and valour, and withal the most gallant man in 
the world : when he gave entertainments, nothing 
could be more elegant, and when be appeared at 
tournaments, every body admired his vigour and 
address : I preferred him therefore to M others, 
and married him accordingly. 

A few days after our marriage, he happened to 
meet with Don Andrea de Baesa, who had been 
one of his rivals, in a private place, where, quar- 
relling with each other, they came to blows, and 
Don Andrea lost his life in the rencounter. As he 
was nephew to the corregidor of Valladolid, a vio- 
lent man, and mortal enemy to the family of Mello, 
Don Alvaro knew he could not leave die city too 
soon : he returned home in a hurry, and while they 
saddled his horse, told me what had happened. — 
" My dear Mencia (said he) we must part ! yon 
know the corregidor : don't let us then flatter our- 
selves, for he will prosecute me with the utmost 
rancour*; and as you are not ignorant of his credit, 
you know I cannot be safe in this kingdom." He 
was so much penetrated with his OMiP sorrow, 
amd with that which he saw take possession of my 
breast, that he* could say no more ; and when I 
had prevailed upon him to furnish himself with 
some money and jewels, he clasped me in his arms, 
and, during a whole quarter of an hour, we did 
nothing but mingle our sighs and tears. At last, 
©eing tcM the horse was ready, he tore himself 
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firom me ; he departed and left me in a condition 
not to be described. Happy ! had die excess of 
my affliction, at that time, put an end to my life ! 
what troubles and soi^ows would my death have 
prevented ! Some hours after Don Alvaro was 
gone, the corregidor being info]:aied of his flight, 
ordered him to be pursued, and spared nothing to 
have him in his power : but my husband always 
baffled his pursuit, and kept lumself secure, in 
such a manner that the judge found himself obliged 
to limit his revenge to the sole satisfaction of ruin- 
ing the fortune of a man, whose blood he wanted , 
to shed ; his efibrts were not unsuccessful, all the 
effects of Don Alvaro being confisckted. 

Left in the most afflicting situation, and having 
scarce wherewithal to subsist, I began to live a 
very solitary life, all my attendants being reduced 
to one maid : I spent the day in bemoaning, not an 
indigence, which I could have borne with patience; 
but the absence of my dear husband, whose con- 
dition I was utterly ignorant of, although he had 
promised, in his last melancholy adieu, that he 
would take care to inform me of his lot, into what- 
ever part of the world his cruel fate should con- 
duct him. Nevertiieless, seven long years elapsed, 
without my hearing the least account of him ; and 
this uncertainty of his destiny plunged me into an 
a^yss of sorrow ! At last I was told, that, in fight- 
ing for the king of Portugal in Fez, he had lost his 
life in battie : a man lately returned from Afric 
confirmed this report, assuring me, tiiat he was 
perfecdy well acquainted with Don Alvaro de 
Mello, had served with him in the Portuguese 
army, and * even seen him fall in the action : to 
this he added many other circumstances, which 
persuaded me that my husband was no more. 

At that time, Don Ambrosio Mesia Carrillo, 

Marquis of Guardia, came to Valladolid : he was 

" one of those old lords, who, by the politeness and 

gallantry of their manners, make people forget their 
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age, and continue stiU agreeable to the ladies; one 
day hearing, by accident, the story of Don Alvaro; 
and being desirous of seeing me, on account of the 
picture which had been drawn of me : for the satis- 
faction of his curiosity, he engaged one of my re- 
lations, who carried me to her house. Seeing me 
there, I had the fortune to please him, in spite of 
the remarkable impression which grief had made 
on my countenance : but why do I say, in spite of 
it ? perhaps he was touched alone by my sad and 
languishing air, which prepossessed him in favour 
of my jGdelity : his love in all probability was the 
effect of my melancholy ; for he told me more than 
once, that he looked upon me as a miracle of con- 
stancy ; and that, for this reason, he even envied 
the fate of my husband, how deplorable soever it 
was in other respects ; in a word, he was struck 
at sight of me, and had no occasion to see me a 
second time, in order to take the resolution of 
making me his wife. 

He chose the intercession of my kinswoman, 
towards the obtaining of my consent : she came to 
my lodgings accordmgly, and represented to me, 
that my husband having ended his days in the 
kingdom of Fez, as we had been informed, it was 
not reasonable that I should bury my charms any 
longer ; that I had sufficiendy bewailed the fate of 
a man, with whom I had he&a, united but a few 
moments ; and that I ought to profit by the occa- 
sion that now presented itself; by which means I 
ought to be the happiest woman in the world. 
Then she extolled tiie great family of the old Mar- 
quis, his vast estate, and unblemished character : 
but her eloquence in displaying the advantages he 
possessed was in vain ; it was not in her power to 
persuade me ; not that I doubted the death of Don 
jUvaro, or was restrained by the fear of seeing him 
again, when I should least expect him ; the littie 
inclination, or rather the reluctance, I felt for a 
?;econd marriaj^e, after having suffered so many 
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misfortunes by my first, was the only obstacle my 
relation had to remove. She did not despair for 
all that ; on die contrary, it redoubled her xeal for 
Don Ambrosio ; she engaged mv whole family in 
the interests of that lord ; my relations pressed me 
to accept of such an advantageous match, I was 
every moment besieged, importuned, and torment- 
ed ; and my misery wMch daily increased, contri- 
buted not a litde to overcome my resistance. 

Being unable, therefore, to hold out any longer, 
I yielded to their pressing instances, and married 
the Marquis of Guardia, who, the day after our 
nuptials carried me to a very fine castle which he 
had, situated near Burgos, between Grajal and 
Rodillas. He conceived the most violent passion 
for me, and I observed in the whole of his beha- 
viour, the utmost desire of pleasing me. His only 
study was to anticipate my wishes : no husband 
had ever such a tender regard for his wife; and no 
lover ever showed more complaisance to his mis- 
tress. I should have been passionately fond of 
Don Ambrosio, notwithstanding the disproportion 
of our years, had I been capable of loving any one 
after Don Alvaro, but a constant heart can never 
change. The endeavours of my second husband to 
please me were rendered ineffectual by the remem- 
brance of my first ; so that I could only requite 
his tenderness with pure sentiments of gratitude. 

I was in this disposition, when, one day, taking 
the air at the window of my apartment, I perceived, 
in the garden, a kind of peasant, who eamestiy 
looked at me : thinking he was the gardener's ser- 
vant, I took no notice of him ; but next day being 
again at the window, I saw him in the same place, 
and he seemed to view me with uncommon atten- 
tion; struck with this circumstance, I looked at him, 
in my turn, and after having some time considered 
him, thought I recollected the features of the un- 
fortunate Don Alvaro ! This apparition raised an 
inconceivable tumult witliin me ! I shrieked aloud ; 
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batluckflyy there w^ nobody present, except Inez, 
who, of all my servants, enjoyed the greatest share 
of my confidence. When I imparted to her the 
suspicion that alarmed me, she laughed at my ap- 
prehension, believing that my eyes were imposed 
upon by some slight resemblance. — *< Recollect 

' yourself, madam (said she) and don't ima^e yoa 
have seen your former husband : what likelihood is 
there, that he should be here in the dress of a 
peasant ? or, indeed, what probability is there of his 
being alive ! I will go down into the garden (added 
she) and talk to Uiis countryman, and when I 
have learned who he is, come back and let you 
know." Inez accordingly went into the garden, 
and soon after returned to my apartment in great 
emotion, saying, " Madam, your suspicion is *but 
too just ! it is Don Alvaro himself whom you have 
seen ! He has discovered himself, and demands a 
secret interview." 

As I had, at that very time, an opportunity of 
receiving Don Alvaro. the Marquis being at Bur- 
gos, I ordered my maid to bring him into my closet 
by a private stair-case. You may well thmk that 
I was in a terrible agitation, and altogether unable 
to support the presence of a man who had » righf 
to load me with reproaches. As soon as he ap 
peared, I fainted away. Inez and he flew to my 
assistance, and when they had brought me out of 
my swoon, Don Alvaro said, " l|f adam, for heaven's 
saJte compose yourself; let not my presence be a 
punishment to you ; I have no intention to give 
you the least pain ; I come not as a furious hus- 
band, to call you to an account of your plighted 
troth, and upbraid you with the second engage- 
ment you have contracted : I know very well, that 
it was the work of your relations^ I am acquainted - 
with aJl the persecutions you have suflered on that 

;score : besides, the report of my death was spread 
all over Valladolid ; and you had the more reason 
to Ijelieve it true, as no letter from me assured 
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you of fhe contrary : in short, I know in whs^t 
manner you have lived since our cruel separation, 
and that necessity, raAer than love, has thrown 
you into the arms of—." — " Ah sir ! (cried I, inter- 
rupting him) why will you excuse your unhappy 
wife ! she is criminal since you live ! Why am I 
not still in that miserable situa^on in which I 
lived, before I gave my hand to Don Ambrosio ! 
Fatal nuptials ! I should then, at least, have had 
the consolation in my misery, to see you again 
without a blush." 

" My dear Mencia ! (repHed Don Alvaro, with 
a look that testified how much he was affected by^ 
my tears) I do not complain; and far from re- 
proaching you with the splendid condition m 
which I find you, by all my hopes I thank heaven 
for it ; since the melancholy day of my departure 
from Valladolid fate has been always adverse, and 
my lifis but a chain of misfortunes ; and, to crown 
my misery, it never was in my power to let you 
hear from me ! Too confident of your love, I in- 
cessandy represented to myself the condition to 
which my fatal tenderness had reduced you. My 
imagination painted Donna Mencia in her tears ; 
you was the greatest of all my misfortunes, and 
sometimes, I must confess, I have looked upon 
''tnyself as a criminal, in having had the good for- 
tune to please you : I have wished that your affec- 
tions had inclined towards some one of my rivals, 
since the preference you gave to me had cost you 
so dear, rfevertheless, after seven years of suffer- 
ing, more in love than ever, I was resolved to sec 
you. I could not resist this desire, which at the 
j^d of a long slavery, having an opportunity to 
Satisfy I went in this disguise, to Valladolid, at 
ihe hasard of my life ; there being inforpied of 
rrery thing, I came hidier, and found means to 
Introduce myself iuto the family of the gardener, 
ll>%o has faured me to work under him. You see 
ill what manner I have conducted myself to obfl^ 
D Vol.. 1. 
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this private interview ; bat do not imagine that my 
design is to disturb the felicity yon enjoy, by 
remaining in this place. No! I love you more 
than myself; I have the utmost regard for your 
repose ; and now that I have had the melancholy 
satisfaction of conversing with you, will go and 
finish, at a distance, that miserable life, which I 
sacrifice to your quiet." 

" No, Don Alvaro ! no ! (cried I, at these words) 
I will not suffer you to leave me a second time! 
I will go along with you, and death alone shall 
divide us !" — "Take my advice Tsaid he) and live 
with Don Ambrosio ; do not associate yourself with 
my misfortunes, but leave me alone to support the 
weight of them." He said other things, to the 
same purpose ; but the more he seemed willing to 
sacrifice himself to my happiness, I felt myself the 
less disposed to consent to it ; and when he saw 
me firmly resolved to follow him, he changed his 
tone all of a sudden, and assuming a more serene 
air, said, ^^ Madam, since you have still so muth 
love for Don Alvaro^ as to prefer his misery to the 
prosperity you now enjoy, let us go and live at 
Betancos, at the farther end of £e kingdom of 
Gallicia, where I have a secret retreat. Although 
ray misfortunes have ruined my estate, they have 
not yet deprived me of friends : I have still some 
faithful ones remaining, who have put me in a 
condition to carry you off*: by tlieir assistance I 
have provided a coach at Zamora, bought mules 
and horses, and am accompanied by three resolute 
Galllcians, armed with carabines and pistols, who 
now wait for my orders at the village of Rodillas. 
Let us therefore f added he) take the advantage of 
Don Ambrosio's aosence : F will order the coach to 
come to the castle-gate, and we will set out instant- 
ly." — ^I consented : Don Alvaro flew to Rodillas, 
and returned in a short time, with his three at- 
tendants, to carry me off from the midst of my 
women, who not knowing what to think of tins 
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tvent, nm all away in tke atm<»t constmatiiNii : 
Ine% alone was privy to it, but refused to attach 
her fortune to mine, because she was in love with 
the valet de chambre of Don Ambrosio. 

I got into die coach with Don Alvaro, carrying 
nothing mdi me but my own clothes, and some 
jewels I had before my second marriage; for I 
would take nodiing that the Marquis had given 
me^ on that occasion. We took the road to Cral- 
licia, without knowing if we should be so happy as 
to reach it, having reason to fear that Don Am- 
brosio, at his return, would pursue us with a great 
number of people and overtake us. Neverthdess, 
we continued our journey two days, without seeing 
one horseman behind us ; and in hopes that the 
third would pass in the same manner, were con- 
versing with each odier in great tranquillity ; Don 
Alvsu>o had just recounted the melancholy adven- 
ture which had ^ven rise to the report o( his 
death; and how, after having been a slave five 
years, he had recovered his liberty ; when yester- 
day, on the road to Leon, we met those thieves, 
with whom you was in company : he is the person 
whom tliey murdered, with all his attendants, and 
for whom these my tears are shed. 



CHAPTER Xn. 



Donna Mencia having ended her relation^ 
shed a torrent of tears, while I, letting her give 
free vent to her sighs, wept also ; so natural is it 
to interest one's self for the unfortunate, espedallv 
for a fine lady in distress. I was going to ask 
what she intended to do in the present conjunc- 
ture, and perhaps sbewas about to consult me on 
the same sutgect ; when our conversation was in« 
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lemqited by a great noise in the inn, whidb, in 
^ite of us, attracted our attrition. This .noise 
was mccBaiooei by the arrival of the conregidor, 
foDowed by two algaaxik * and a guard, who^ with- 
out any ceremony, entered the room wh^e we 
wvre. A gondeman who accompained them ap- 
proached me first, and examining my dress had 
no occarion to hesitate long, but cried, '< By St. 
Jago ! dns as my individual doublet, as easy to be 
known again as my horse : you im^ apprehend this 
gsdlant on my testimony, he is one of the thieves 
who have an unknown retreaf somewhere in this 
country." 

At das discourse, by which I understood he was 
the genttemaa who had bees robbed, and whose 
^oils I was unluckily in possession of^ I was 
MRprized, confounded, and dismayed ! the corre- 
gidor, in^me office obliged htm to put a bad con- 
stl*uctioa on my disord^, rather than inteipret it 
favourably, concluded 4hat I was not accused with- 
out fieason, and presuming diat the lady might 
te an aceomplfoe, ordered us to be imprisoned se- 
parately. This judge, far from being one of those 
who assume a stem countenance, was all softness 
and smiles ; but God knows if he was a bit the 
better for that ; for I was no sooner committed, 
than he came into the gaol with his two terriers, 
I mein the alguazils ; who (not forgetting their 
laudable custom) began to tummage me in a mo- 
ment. What a glorious windfall was this for those 
honest gentlemen ! I do not believe that ever 
they got such a booty before: at every handful 
of pistoles thley pulled out, I 4Uiw their eyes 
^arkle widi joy ; the corregidor, in particular, 
was ^saasported ! '^^ Child (s^ be, with a voice 
/uU of meekness) we must do our 4u^, but be 
not i^aid : if ibm ^art Jbnecent, thou sbalt sust^ 



* Algoaadls are attendants of justice, wboie olBee resem- 
bles thut of our haittft. 
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no barm." In the mean time, with all their gen- 
denessy they emptied my pockets, aiKl even robbed 
me of that which the diieves bad respected, X 
mean my uncle^s forty ducats : their greedy and 
inde&tigable hands searched me from head to foot ; 
they turned me about on all sides, and e^ven strip* 
ped me to see if I had any money between my 
shirt and my skin. When they bad dexterously ac* 
quitted themselves in this manner, I was interro- 
gated by the corregidor, to whom I ingenuously 
recounted every thing that had happened to me* 
He ordered my deposition to be taken in writing, 
and then went away with his attendants and my 
coin« leaving me entirely naked among straw. 

*^ O life ! (cried I, when I found myself alone in 
this c<»idition) how AiU of capricious accidents and 
disappointments art thou ! since I left Oviedo, I 
have met with no(bi«g but misfortunes ! Scarce 
had I got out of one danger, when I fell into an- 
other ! and when I came into diis town, I was far 
from thinking that I should so soon become ac- 
quainted with the corregidor*" While I made these 
vain reflections, I put on agaiii the cursed doublet 
and the rest of the dress wb^b my levil genius had 
lent me ; then exhorting myself to take courage, 
^ Come, Gil Bias (said I to myaelf) ^ibow thy fi;irti«* 
tude : it shall ill beconne thee to despair ii|.an ordi- 
nary priscm, after having put Ay p^nce to such a 
severe trial m the subterranesn abyss ! But, alas !" 
added I (m a sorrowful tone) ^' I abus^ myseUi 
bow shall I escape from hence, when I am utterly 
deprived of the means l^ In effect, I had too good 
reason to say so ; for a prisoner without money is 
like a bird whose wings are clipped. 

'Instead of the partridge and rabbit I had be* 
spoke, they brought to me a little brown bread and 
a ]Mtcher ^water, and left me to fret at leisure in 
a dungeon, where I remained fifteen whole days, 
without seeing a human creature, except the turn- 
key, who came every morning to renew my pro- 
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▼isipD. As often as I saw him I ^ideavotired tor 
speak and enter into conversation widi him, in 
order to divert me a little : but this venerable per- 
son made no answer to what I said ; I coold not 
extract one wc^rd from him, nay, for the most part, 
he came in and went out, without so much as 
deigning me a kx^. On the sixteenth day, the 
corregidor coming in, said, ^ Thou mayest now 

f've a loose to joy. I bring thee agreeable tidings* 
have ordered the lady who was along with theer 
to be conducted to Burgos. I examined her before 
her departure, and her answers have exculpated 
thee. Thou shah be enlarged this very day, pro* 
vided that the muleteer, with whom (as thou 
sayest) thou earnest from Pennaflor to Cacabelos^ 
confirms thy deposition. He is now at Astorga^ 
and I have sent for him; and if he agrees with- 
thee in the adventure of the rack, I will instantly 
set thee free." 

These words gave me infinite joy! I looked 
upon myself as already acqintted ; I thanked the 
judge for Ins just and expeditious decision, and 
had not quite finished my compliment, when die 
carrier, conducted by two soldiers, arrived : I re- 
membered his face mimediately; but he, having 
without doubt sold my portmanteau, and all that 
was in it, was afirud ixf being oUiged to restore 
the money he had received for it, if be'SbouM own 
that he knew me; and therefi>re affirmed, with 
astonishing assurance, that far firom knowine me, 
he had never seen me before V^ ^ Ah traitor (cried 
I) rather conAss that thou hast sold my goods; 
and bear witness to the truth : look at me again. 
I am one of the young people whom you threaten- 
ed with the torture at the IxMrough of Cacabelos, 
and frightened very much." The carrier answered 
coldly, that I talked of an afiair of which he was 
utterly ignorant ; and as he maintained to the last 
that I was unknown to him, my enlargement was 
deferred till another time : so that I was obliged 
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to arm myself with patience a-new, and resolve to 
regale myself still with my bread and water, and 
the sight of a silent turnkey. — The thoughts of 
being unable to free myself from the claws of 
justice, although I was not guilty of the least 
crime, threw me into despair! I wished myself 
stgain in the cavern, " where in the main (said I to 
myself) I was less disagreeably situated than in 
this dungeon; there I ate and drank in plenty, 
conversed with the robbers, and lived in the sweet 
hope of making my escape ; instead of which, not- 
witlistanding my innocence, I shall perhaps think 
myself happily quit, to get out of this place, iB 
order to be sent to the galleys.** 



CHAPTER Xm. 



While I passed my days in entertaining myself 
with these reflections, my adventures, such as they 
appeared in my deposition, spread all over the 
town; upon which many people being curious to 
see me, came and presented themselves, one after 
another, at a small chink through which the light 
was conveyed into my prison, and after having 
observed me for some time, went away. I was 
surprized at this novelty 5 fw since the day of my 
imprisonment, I had not before seen a living soul 
at that window, which served to enlighten a conrt 
where horror reigned in silence. Guessing from 
this that I made some noise in town, I did not 
know whether to interpret it as a good or bad 
omen. 

One of die first that offered themselves to my 
view was the little ballad-singer of M ondonedo, 
who, having been equally afraid of the torture, had 
ded as well as I. — ^I knew him agpain immediate!' 
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and as he did not pretend to have forgot me, we 
saluted one anodier, and falling into a long con«' 
versation, I was obliged to repeat my adventures 
a-new : for his part he informed me of what had 
happened at the inn at Cacabelos, between the 
carrier and the new-married wife, after we had 
been driven away by a panic : in a word, he ac- 
quainted me with the whole of what I have already 
rehearsed on that subject. Afterwards taking leave 
of me for the present, he promised, without loss of 
time, to labour for my deliverance ; and every body 
who came (as he did) through curiosity, seem^ 
affected with my misfortune, and even assured me, 
that tliey would join the little ballad-singer, and 
do all that lay in their power to procure my en- 
largement. 

They kept their promise efTectcMilIy, and spoke 
in my behalf to the corregidor, who no Icmger 
doubting my innocence, especia^ when the bal- 
lad-singer had told him what he knew of the mat- 
ter, at the end of three weeks came into the prison, 
and said, " Gil Blas^ I dcm't choose to protraet 
thills : go, thou art free, and may^ quit the prison 
when thou wilt. But tell me (pursued he^ if thou 
should'st be brought to the wood in which the 
subterranean retreat is, couldst thou not find it 
out ?"— " No, Sir (I replied :) for as I went in at 
night, and came out before aay, it would be im- 
possible for me to fix upon the sppt" Upon tiiis 
the judge withdrew, telling me, that he was going 
to order the turnkey to set the prison doors 
open for me. — ^In eflect the gader came into my 
dungeon a moment after, with #ne of his men 
carrying a bundle of clothes ; and stripping me 
(with, a grave ^nd silent air) of my doublet and 
breeches, which were made of fine cloth, and al- 
most new, they put me on a shabby footman's 
frock, and pushed me out by the shoulders. 

The joy that prisoners commonly feel in recover- 
ing their liberty was moderated by my confusion 
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m seemg myself so poorly equipped ; and I wfts 
tempted to leteiTe the town instantly, that I might 
withdraw myself from the eyes of the people, 
whose looks I could scarce endure : but my grati* 
tude got the better of my shame : I went to uiank 
the ballad-singer, to whom I was so much obliged ; 
and he could not help laughing when he saw me. — 
** What a strange figure you are ! (said he) Justice 
I see has been done you in all her forms,*' — " I 
do not complain of justice (I replied) she is most 
eqaitaUe: I wish only diat all her officers were 
honest men. They ought at least to have spared 
my clothes, which I think I paid for pretty band- 
scHnely.''-— ^' I think so too (said be) but tbey will 
tell yoa, these are formalities which must be ob- 
served. What do you think (for example) diat 
your horse has been restored to the right owner f 
Not at all ; I assure you he is now actually in the 
stable of the town-clerk, where he has been depo- 
sited as a proof of the robbery ; and I don't believe 
the poor gentleman will ever retrieve so much ai 
the cruppar. — But let us shift our discourse (cw^ 
tinned he) what is your design; What sdiemie'do 
you intend to prosecute at present f" — "i want to 
go to Bui^os f said I) in order to find out the lady 
I deUvercd, wno will give me a few pistoles, with 
which I will purchase a new cassock, and repair to 
Salamanca, where I wiU endeavour to make my 
Latin turn to some advantage. All I am concerned 
at is, that I am at some distance from Burgos, and 
shall want subsistence on the road.'' — ^^ I under- 
stand you (he replied) here is my purse : 'tis, 

indeed, a lit^e Imw ; but a ballad-singer, you know, 
is not a bishop." At the same time he slipped it 
into my hand so che^fiilly, that I could not for 
my soul refiise the ofier, such as it was. I thanked 
hun a)5 much as if he IumI given me all the gold in 
Peru, and made a thousand professions of service, 
which I never had an opportunity to perform^ 
^Then bidding him farewell, I left the town, with- 
D £ Vou I. 6 
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oat having visited those other persons who hwi 
contributed to my enlargement ; contenting myself 
with bestowing upon them in my own thoughts a 
thousand benedictions. 

The little ballad-singer was in the right to speak 
modestly of his purse, in which I found very litdi 
money : but happily for me, I had been used two 
months to a very frugal diet ; and I had still some 
rials left, when I arrived at die borough of Ponte 
de Mula, which is but a little way from Burgos* 
Here I halted to enquire about Donna Mencia, and 
going into an inn, the mistress of which was a 
little, lean, fierce, insolent creature, I perceived at 
once, by the disdainful look she darted me, that my 
frock was not at all to her liking ; a disgust which 
I forgave with all my heart. — ^I sat down at table, 
where I eat some bread and cheese, and swallowed 
a few draughts of execrable wine, which they 
brought for me ; and during this repast, which was 
very well suited to my dress, I wanted to enter 
into conversation with my landlady, — I begged 
her to tell me if she knew the Marquis of Guardia ; 
ifJKis castle was far from the borough; and, in 
particular, if she had heard what was become of 
the marchioness his lady ? '^ Tou ask a great many 
questions," (replied she, with a scornful look.) She 
told me however (though with a very bad grace) 
that the castle of Don Ambrosio was hut a short 
league from Ponte de Mula, 

When I had done eating and drinking (it being 
by this time pretty late) I expressed a desire of 
going to rest, and bade them show me into a bed- 
chamber. " Abed-chamber for you ! (said the land- 
lady, darting at me a look fiill of haughtiness and 
contempt) I have no bed-chambers for people who 
sup on a morsel of cheese. — ^AU my beds are be- 
spoke : — I expect gentlemen of importance to lodge 
her^ to night ; so that all I can do for you is to 
quarter you in the barn ; and it won't, I suppose, 
be the first time you Irave slept upon sttraw." She' 
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did not know how true she spoke ; but I made no 
reply, and very wisely condescended to sneak into 
the straw, where in a very short time I slept like 
one who had suffered much fatigue. 



CHAPTER XIV. 



I DID not lie a-bed like a sluggard next morn- 
ing, but went to reckon with my landlady, who 
seemed less proud and snappish than she had been 
the night before ; a change that I ascribed to the 

Eresence of three honest soldiers belonging to the 
oly brotherhood, who conversed with her in a 
very familiar manner. — ^They had lodged all night 
aithe inn, and it was, doubdess, for these gende- 
men of importance, that all the beds had been be- 
spoke. 

Enquiring in the borough the way to the castle 
whither I wanted to go, I addressed myself by ac- 
cident to a man of the character of my landlord at 
Pennaflor : not contented with answering the ques- 
tion I asked, he let me know that Don Ambrosio 
was dead diree weeks ago, and that the mar- 
chioness his lady had retired into a convent at 
Burgos, which he named. — ^I repaired immediately 
to that city, instead of following the road to the 
castle, as I formerly intended, and flying directly 
to the convent where she was, begged the favour 
of the portress to tell her that a young man, just 
released from the gaol of Astorga, desired to speak 
with her. The nun went immediately to do what 
I desired, and returning, introduced me into a. 
parlour, where I had not been long when I saw* 
the widow of Don Ambrosio appear at the grate ii^ 
deep mowrninif • 
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*^ Ton are welcome (said the lady to me^ ; four 
days ago I wrote to a person at Astorga, desiriiiff 
faim to go to you from me, and tell you tfaati 
should be glad to see you, as soon as you should 
be released ; and I did not doubt of your being 
enlarged in a very little time, what I said to the 
corregidor in your behalf having been sufficient for 
that purpose. — ^In answer to this he wrote, that you 
had recovered your liberty, but nobody knew whi- 
ther you was gone ; so diat I was afraid I should 
never see you again, and consequently be deprived 
of the pleasure of manifesting my gratitude. — ^Dcm't 
be ashamed (added she, observing my confiisi<m on 
account of appearing before her in such a miserable 
dress) let not your present condition give you the 
least uneasiness. After the important service you 
have done me, I should be the most ungrateful of 
all women, if I neglected to do something for you : 
I intend to extricate you out of the wretched situa- 
tion in which you are : it is my duty, and I am aUt 
to perform it — the considerable wedlth I am now 
mistress of empowering me to acquit myself towards 
you, widiout incommoding myself. 

<' You luiow (continued she) my adventures to 
the day on which we were both imprisoned ; and I 
will tell you what has ha{]^ned to me sin^e. — 
When die corregidor of Astorga had ordered me 
to be conducted to Burgos, after having heard frcnn 
my mouth a faithful relation of my ^ory, I repair^ 
^ to Don Ambrosio's castle, wh^:« my return oc- 
casioned extreme surprise, though I was told it 
was too late : for the marquis, thunderstruck at 
the news of my flight, had fallen iU, and the phy- 
sicians despaired of his life* This was fresh cause 
for me to complain of the rigour of my fate : never- 
theless, having advertised him of my anival, I 
entered his chamb^, and running to his bed-side, 
threw myself on my knees, my face bathed in tewrSj 
and my heart oppressed with the most afflicting 
grief! — ^Wh^t brings you hither (said he, when he 
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perceived me) Are you come to contemplate yoor 
own work f Was it not sufficient for you to deprive 
me of life, but you must also have die satisfaction 
of being an eye-witness of my death ?' — * No, my 
lord, (I replied) Inez must have told you that I 
fled with my husband ; and had it not been for the 
dismal accident which has robbed me of him, you 
never should have seen me again !' At the same 
dme I let him know that D<m Alvaro had been 
murdered by robb^s, who afterwards carried me 
into their subterranean retreat ; and, in shorty in- 
formed him of all that had happened :^ — ^When I 
had done speaking, Don Ambrosio stretched out 
his hand to me, saying, with the utmost tender- 
ness— -^ I am satisfied-— I cease ta complain : — ^Why 
should I reproach you ! having found again a hus- 
band whom you dearly loved, you abandoned me 
to follow his fortune : ought I to blame you for 
such a conduct f No, madam, I should have been 
in the wrong to ^murmur at it, therefore would not 
sufler you to be pursued : I revered the sacred 
rights of your ravisher, and even your inclination 
towards hun. — ^In fine, I do you justice ; and, by 
your return, you have retrieved all my t^idemess ! 
Yes, my dear Mencia, your presence overwhehns 
me widijoy! but, alas! it will not last long. I 
fed my last hour approaching ! Scarce are you re- 
stored to my arms, when I must bid you an eternal 
adieu!' At these affecting wwds, my tears re^ 
doubled ! I folt uid expressed an immoderate 
affliction ! I question if tl^ death of Don Alvaro, 
Irhom I adored, had cost me more sighs ! Don 
Ambrosio's presage of Ins own death was but toa 
true: be e^red next day; aikd I remained mistresi 
of a considerable estate which he had settled i^kbi 
me, at our marriage^ I intend to make no bad um 
of it. The world shall not see me (though I aat 
still young) tibrow myself into the arms of a tlurd 
hnsband; for, besides that I think such « conduct 



96 ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS. 

would be inconsistent with tlie virtue and delicacy 
of my sex, I own I have no longer any relish for 
the world ; but design to end my day^ in this con- 
vent, and become a benefactress to it" 

Such was the discourse of Donna Mencia, who, 
taking out a purse from under her robe, put it in 
my hand, saying, ^' Here are an hundred ducats, 
which I give you only to buy clothes : come and 
see me again, after you have equipped yourself; 
for I do not intend to confine my gratitude within 
such narrow bounds." I gave4he lady a thousand 
thanks ; and swore I would not part firom Burgos 
without taking leave of her : after this oath, which 
I had no intention to break, I went in quest of an 
inn, and going into the first I perceived, demanded 
a room, telling the landlord (to prevent the bad 
opinion he might conceive of me, mm the shabby 
frock) that notwithstanding my appesirance, I was 
in a condition to pay handsomely for my lodging. 
At these words, die inn-keeper, whose name was 
Majuelo, naturally a great wag, surveying me from 
top to bottom, answered dryly, with a sarcastic 
sneer, there was no occasion for such an assurance, 
to persuade him that I should spend like a prince 
in bis house : for he discovered something noble in 
me, by my dress ; and, in short, did not doubt that 
I was a gendeman of very independent fortune. 
I could easily perceive that the rascal rallied me, 
and in order to put an end to his witticisms, 
shewed my purse. I even counted my ducats on a 
table before him, and observing that my coin alter* 
ed his opinion very much in my favour, desired 
he would recommend me to a taylor. ^' You had 
better (said he) send for a broker, who will bring 
along with him all kinds of apparel ready made, 
and fit you in a trice." I approved of Iris advice, 
and resolved to follow it : but the day being ifear 
a close, deferred my purchase till next morning, 
and thought of nothmg but making a good supper^. 
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to isdemnify me for the sorry meah I had made 
ance my deliverance from die cavern. 



CHAPTER XV. 



Thet bron^t for my sapper a huge fricassee 
of sheep-trotters, which I picked to the bones ; and 
having drank in proportion, betook myself to rest* 
As I had the convenience of a good bed, I was in 
hopes of enjojdng a sound sleep : but for all that 
could not close my eyes ; my thoughts being en- 
grossed in determining upon the dress I was to 
choose. " What must I do ; (said I to myself) pro- 
secute my first design, buy a cassock, and go to 
Salamanca in quest of a tutor's place : But why 
should I take the habit of a licentiate? Am I 
ambitious of consecrating myself to the church f 
or have I the least bias that way ? No : I feel myselt 
(on the contrary) quite otherwise inclined : I will 
turn gentleman, and endeavour to make my for- 
tune in the world." . 

Having resolved upon this, I longed for day with 
the utmost impatience : and no sooner perceived 
the glimpse or light, than I got up and made so 
much noise in the inn, that I wakened all those 
who were asleep. I called the wsuters who were 
still a-bed, and who loaded me with curses by way 
of answer. They were obliged to rise, however, 
and I gave them no quarter, until one of them had 
gone for a broker, who soon appeared followed by 
two apprentices, carrying each a great green bag 
on his shoulders. He siduted me with great civil- 
ity, saying, " Signor Cavalier, you are very hq^y 
in having applied to me, rather than to any other 
body. I don't choose tb disparage my brethren. 
GmA forbid that I should prejudice their reputaUor 
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ill the kaft ! bat betweenyou «id ne, Aere is no 
conscience among thenu Tkey are all as unboondf . 
ed as Jews. I am the only hone^ broker in tow]L 
I confine myself to a moderate profit : being satis* 
fied with a pound in the shilling — ^I mean, a shilling 
in the pomid. Thank heaven ! I deal upon the 
square with all mankind.^ 

The broker, after this preamble, which I took for 
gospel, ordered his men to untie the bundles, and 
shewed me suits of all colours. Some which were 
of plain cloth I rejected with disdain, as being too 
mean ; but they made m^ try one which se^osed to 
have been made exactly for my shape, and which 
struck my faiM^y although somewhat worn. It 
c<Misisted of a doublet with slashed sleeves, a pair 
of breeches, and a cloak, the whole of blue velvet 
embroidered widi gold. I>^xing on this, I cheap- 
ened it, and the broker, perceiving I was bent 
upon it, observed that I had an excellent taste. 
^* Odds bodikins ! (cried be) one may see you know 
what you are about. I can tell you, that suit was 
made for one of the greatest lords in the kingdom, 
who never had it three times on his back. Examine 
the velvet, nothing can be finer ; and as for the 
embroidery, you must confess the work is exqui- 
site." "What will you sell it for.?"saidI. He answer- 
ed, " Sixty ducats : I am a rogue if I liave not 
refiised the money." The alternative was plain. 
I ofiered five and forty, which might be about 
double the value. "*Mr. What d' ye call 'um, (re- 
plied the broker, with an air of indifieroM^e) I 
never exact too much. I am always at a word. 
Here (continued he, shewing me some of diose I 
had refiisied)i)uy this* I'll sell it a pennyworth." 
This was <Mily to excite my desire of purchasing 
that which I hs^d cheap^;ied; and accordingly, 
iniagining that he would not abate one farthing o^ 
his price, I counted into his hand the sixty ducats. 
Wl^fi he saw me part with them so easily, I be- 
.Beve^ in spite of his boasted honesty, he wishtd 
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that he had asked a. gr^at deal more : pretty well 
satisfied, bowever, with having gained nineteen 
shillings in the (>ound, he went away with bis 
apprentices, whom I had not forgotten. 

Haviog now a very handsome cloak, doublet, 
and breeches, I spent the rest of the morning in 
providing other necessaries. I bought a hat, silk 
stockings, shoes, linen, and a sword : after whidh, 
having dressed, what infinite pleasure had I in 
beholding myself so well equipped ! My eyes (to 
use the expression) could not sufficiently glut 
themselves with my attire ! Never peacock con- 
templated his own feathers with more satisfaction. 
That very day I made my second visit to Donna 
Meacia, who still received me very kindly, and 
thanked me again for the service I had done her. 
On that score, many compliments passed on both 
sides ; after which, wishing me all happiness, she 
bade me farewell, and retired without giving me 
Any tbing but a ring worth thirty pistoles, which 
she desired me to keep in remembrance of her. 

I k>c|ked very blaim with my ring, having laid 
my aceount widi receiving a much more considera- 
ble present, imd trudged back to my lodgings in 
a brown study, little satisfied with the lady's ge- 
neronty. But just as I entered the inn, a man, 
who had fbllowe4 me all the way, came in like- 
wise, md laying aside tlie cldak in which he was 
muffled up» discovered a great bag under his arm. 
At the apparition of this bag, which had all the 
air of being full of money, I, as well as some other 
people who were present, stared with their eyes 
wide open ; and I thought I heard the voice of an. 
»angel, when tiie man, laying the bag upon the 
table, pronounced, *^ Signor Gil Bias, here is some- 
thing that my lady marchioness bos sent you." I 
made many profound bows to the bearer, whom I 
overwhelmed with civility : and he was no sooner 
gone than I darted upon the bag, like a hawk upon 
his prey j and carrying it to my chamber, untied 
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it without loss of time, and found in it a thousand 
ducats. I had just made an end^of counting them, 
when my landlord, who had heard what the porter 
said, came in to see the contents of the bag. Thun- 
. derstruck at tlie sight of my coin spread upon the 
tablcT— " Zounds (cried he) what a vast sunl of 
money is here ! You must be a devil amongst the 
women, (added he, with a satirical smile) for al- 
though you have not been four and twenty hours 
in Burgos, you have a marchioness already under 
contribution." 

This discourse did not disgust me; I was tempted 
to leave Majuelo in his mistake, which alre^y gave 
me a sensible pleasure : so that I do not wonder 
that young fellows love to be thought men of in- 
trigue. My innocence however got the better of 
my vanity : I undeceived my landlord, and re- 
counted the story of Donna Mencia, to which he 
listened with great attention. I then disclosed the 
state of my affairs, and as he seemed to interest 
himself in my behalf, begged the asdstance of his 
advice. Having mused a while, ** Signor Gil Blat 
(said he) I have a regard for you ; and since you 
have confidence enough in me to unbodom yourself 
in this manner, I wUl, widiout flattery, Uil you 
what I think yoii are fittest for. As you seem de- 
signed by nature for the court, I advise you to go 
thither and attach yourself to some grandee : but 
be sure either to meddle in his concerns, or entm: 
into his pleasure; otherwise you will lose your 
time. I luiow the great. They look upon the zea} 
and attachment of an honest man as nodiing at all f 
and mind only such as are necessary to them. But 
you have another resource (continued he :) you 
are young and handsome ; and these qualifications 
alone, without the least glimpse of understanding! 
are more than sufficient to captivate a rich widow, 
or some fine lady unhappily married : if love ruins 
gentlemen of fortune, it often maintains those who 
have none. It is my advice therefore, that you go 
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to Madrid; but you must by no means appear 
without attendants : they judge there, as in other 
places, by appearance ; and you will be considered 
only in proportion to the figure you make. I will 
recommend a servant to you; — ^a faithful domesdc — 
a prudent, sober fellow — ^in one word a man of my 
own making. Purchase a couple of mules, one for 
yourself, and another for him, and set out as soon 
as possible." 

This advice was too much to my own taste to b^ 
neglected : I therefore, next morning, bought two 
handsome mules, and hired the servant he had re- 
commended : he was a fellow thirty years old, of a 
simple, religious aspect, bom, as be said, in the 
kingdom of Gallicia ; his name was Ambrose de 
Lamela ; far from being selfish like other servants, 
he made no words about his wages, but assured 
me he would be contented with what in my good- 
ness I should think proper to bestow. Having 
provided myself likewise with boots, and a port- 
manteau to hold my linen and cash, I cleared with 
my landlord, and early next morning set out firom 
Burgos on my way to Madrid. 



CHAPTER XVI. 



We slept the first night at Duennas, and arriving 
at Valladolid the day following about four o'clock 
in the afternoon, alighted at an inn, which seemed 
one of the best in town. I left the care of my 
mules to my lacquey, and going up stairs into a 
chamber, whither I ordered a servant of the house 
to bring my portmanteau, felt myself a little fa- 
tigued, and without taking ofl* my boots, threw my- 
iself on the bed, where I fell asleep, insensibly. It 
being almost night when I waked, I called for 
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Ambrose, who was gone out, but returned in a 
little time : when I asked where he had been, be 
replied with a pious air, that he was just come 
from church, where he hsul been to return thanks 
to heaven, for having preserved him from all evil 
accidents on the road from Burgos even unto Val* 
ladolid : I approved of his conduct, and bade him 
order a fowl to the fire for my su{H>a-. 

At that very instant, my landlord entered with 
a taper in tus hand lighting in a lady who seemed 
more handsome than young, and very richly dress- 
ed : she was squired by an old usher, and a little 
black moor carried her train. I was not a little 
surprised when this lady, after having made a low 
curtsey, asked if I was not Siguor Gil Bias of San- 
tillane, to which I had no sooner answered in the 
affirmative, thaa she quitted her attendant, and 
embraced me in a transport of joy, that redoubled 
my astonishment '^ Blessed be heaven (cried she) 
for this meeting! Tou are the person, Signor Ca- 
valier, you are the very person 1 was in quest of!" 
At this preamble I thoi^bt of the parasite at Pen- 
naflor; and began to look upon the lady as a down- 
right bite; when I was induced to think more fa- 
vourably of her, by what followed. " I am (added 
she) cousin-german to Donna Mencia of Mosquera, 
who has been so much obliged to you ; and received 
a letter from her this morning, in^rting, that hav- 
ing heard you was going to Madnd, I would oblige 
her very much, by treating you handsomely, pro- 
vided you should pass this way : I have been ran- 
ning all over the town these two hours, enquiring 
firom inn to inn, about all the strangers that arrived ; 
and by the descripdon your landlord gave me of 
you, 1 imagined you might be the deliverer of my 
cousin. Ah! now that I have found you (continued 
she) you shall see how sensible I am of the services 
you have done my family, and in particular, to my 
dear cousin ! You shall come to my house imm^ 
diately (if you please) where you wUl be more con- 
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veniently lodged than here.'* I would have ex- 
cused myself, by representing to the lady, that I 
should mcommode her family, but there was no 
resisting her importunities: there was a coach wait- 
ing for us at the door, in which she took care to 
see my portmanteau secured ; " because (said she) 
there are a great many rogues in ValladoKd :" an 
observation! found but too true! In short, I went 
into the coach along with her and her squire, and 
suffered myself to be carried away from the inn, to 
die mortification of the landlord, who by these 
means found himself disappointed of the money 
which he expected I would spend at his house. 

Our coach having rolled for some time, stopped 
at a pretty large house, where we alighted, and 
went up stairs into an handsome apartment lighted 
by twenty or thirty wax-candles. We passed through 
a good many servants, of whom the lady asked if 
Don Raphael was come yet ; and was answered in 
Ae negative ; upon -which, addressing herself to 
me, " Signor CSl Bias (said she) I have a brother 
whom I expect this evening from a villa we have 
two leagues from this : be will be very agreeably 
^surprised to find in this house a gendeman to 
whom our whdle family is so much indebted." She 
had scarce spoke tiiese wor&, when we heard a 
noise below, which (we were told) was occasioned 
by the arrival of Don Raphael ; and that cavalier, 
who was a young man of a good shape and genteel 
address, appeared soon after. ^^ Brother (said the 
lady to him) I am extremely glad of your return ! 
you will assist me in doing honour to Signor Cril 
Bias of SantiHane ; to whom we can never enough 
^w our gratitude for what he has done in behalf 
of our kinswoman Donna Mencia : there (added 
jshe, giving htm a letter) you may read tiiiat she 
has wrote on die sulgect.^' Don Raphael opening 
the letter, pronounted these words adoud— 
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My dear Camilla, 

SI6N0R Gil Bias of Santillane, who preserved 
my honour as well as my life, has set out for court ; 
and as he will, dpubtkss, pass through Valladolid, 
I conjure you by the blood, and still more, by the 
friendship that unites us, to shew him all the re- 
spect in your power, and detain him some time in 
your family. I flatter myself, that you will give 
me that satisfaction, and that my deliverer will 
receive all manner of civility from you and my 
cousin Don Raphael. At Burgos, your affection- 
ate kinswoman, 

DONNA MENCIA. 

'' How ! (cried Don Raphael) is this the gentle- 
man to whom my cousin owes her honour and life i 
ah ! heaven b^ praised for this happy rencounter !'^ 
So saying, he approached, and clasping me in his 
arms, ^' What joy do I feel (said he) in embracing 
Signor Gil Bias of Santillane ! my cousin the mar- 
chioness had no occasion to lay such injunctions 
upon us : it would have been sufficient to let us 
know, that you was to pass through Valladolid ; 
my sister and I'know very well how to behave 
ourselves towards a gentleman, who has performed 
such an important piece of service to the person for 
whom, of all our lamily, we have the most tender 
regard.^' I answered as well as I could to these 
compliments, which were follqwed by a great many 
more of the same nature, and interspersed with a 
thousand caresses : after which, perceiving that my 
boots were still on, they ordered their servants to 
pull them off: and we went into another room, 
where the cloth being laid, the gentleman, lady, 
and I sat down to supper; during which, they said 
a thousand obliging things to me : not a word es- 
caped me which they did not repeat as an admira* 
ble stroke of wit; and it was surprizing to see how 
attentive they were in presenting me with aU the 
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^daintiest morsels. Don R^hael drank frequently 
to the health of Donna Mencia, in which I follow- 
ed his example ; and I imagined that Camilla, who 
did us justice, sometimes threw certain very signi- 
ficant looks at me. I even observed that she chose 
proper opportunities of so doing, as if she had been 
afraid that her brother would perceive it. This was 
enough to persuade me of the lady's being smitten 5 
smd 1 flattered myself widi the hope of profiting by 
that discovery, during my short stay at Valladolid. 
This hope induced me to 3deld, without difficulty, 
to their intreaties, when they requested me to 
spend a few day$ with them. They thanked me 
for my complaisance, and the joy which Camilla 
discovered on this occasion connrmed me in the 
opinion, that I had found the way to her heart 

Don Raphael seeing me determined to stay with 
him some time, proposed to carry me to his country 
house, of which he gave me a magnificent descrip- 
tion ; and talked of the pleasures he would there 
entertain me with. " Sometimes (said he) we will 
take the diversion of hunting, sometimes that of 
fishing, and if you love walking, we have delightful 
woods, and gardens in abundance : besides, we shall 
not wantgood company; and, on the whole, I hope 
you will not grow melancholy among us." I ac- 
cepted his offer, and.it was determined that we 
should go to this charming place the very next day. 

Having projected this agreeable scheme, we rose 
from table ; and Don Raphael embracing me, in a 
. transport of joy, ss^d, " Signor Gil Bias, I will leave 
my sister to entertain you, while I go immediately 
io give necessary orders, and advertise those peo- 

Ele who I intend shall be of the party.'* So saying, 
e went out of the room, and I continued convers- 
ing with the lady, who did not contradict^ by her 
discourse, the soft glances she had thrown at me. 
So she took hold of my hand, and, looking at my 
ring said, ^' You have got a pretty diamond enough, 
but it is a very small one. Are you a connoiisetn* 
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in Stones ?** When I answeired in the negative, " 1 
am sorry for it, (said she) for yon mi^t have told 
me what ^s is worth. Wi^ these words, she 
shewed me a large ruby on her finger, and, while 
I examined it, added, " An uncle of mine, who was 
governor of the Spanish colonies in the Philippine 
isles, made me a present of this ruby, which the 
jewellers here in Valladolid value at three hundred 
pistoles." — " I believe it is well worth the money, 
(said I) for it is extremely beautiful." — ** Since you 
are pleased with it (she replied) I will make an 
exchange with you." And immediately she pulled 
off my ring, and put her own on my little finger. 
Having made this exchange, which I looked upon 
as a genteel way of maUng a present, Camilla 
squeezed my hand, and looked at me in the most 
languishing manner; then starting up abruptly, 
wished me good night, and withdrew in great con- 
fusion, as if she had been ashamed of disclosing her 
sentiments. 

Novice as I was in gallantry, I knew well enough 
how to interpret this precipitate retreat in my fe- 
vour, and concluded diat I should pass my time 
very agreeably at their viHa. Full of this flattering 
idea, and the prosperous condition of my affairs, . 
I locked myself in the chamber where 1 was to 
lie, after having ordered my servant to come and 
wske me early in the morning; but instead of going 
to rest, I gave a loose to those agreeable reflections, 
which my portmanteau, that lay on the table, and 
my ruby, inspired. Thank heflrven! said I to my- 
self, if I have been unfortunate, I am no longer so. 
On one side a thousand ducats ; a ring, worA three 
hundred pistoles on the other ! My finances will 
not be exhausted in a hurry ! I see now that Ma- 
juelo did not Matter me. I shall inflame the hearte 
of a thousand taifies at Madrid, since I have made 
such an easy conquest of Csubailla. The fiivours 
of that generous lady presented ^raselves to m^ 
imagination, with an their charms : and I antici- 



ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS. »t 

Mted the diversions that Don Raphael prepared 
for me at his house in the country. In the midst 
of these pleasing images, however, Sleep did not 
fail to shed his poppies over me ; so that, finding 
myself drowsy, I undressed, and went to hed. 

N«rt morning, when I awaked, I perceived that 
it was already late, and was s^ good deal surprised 
that my valet did not appear in consequence of 
the order I had given him over night. Ambrose, 
said I to myself, my faithful Ambrose, is either at 
church, or very lazy to-day. But I soon lost that 
opinion of him, and conceived one much worse ; 
for getting up, and missing my portmanteau, 1 
suspected him of having stolen it In the night 
For further information, I opened the chamber- 
door, and called Uie hypocrite several times; at 
last, an old man, hearing me, came and said, 
"What would you please to have, Signor f all your 
people departed from my house long before day.'^ 
— ^' How (cried I) your house ! am I not at present 
in the house of I)on Raphael ?" — " I don't know 
who diat gentleman is, (said he) but you are in 
furnished lodgings, and I am the landlord: last 
night, an hour before your arrival, the lady who 
supped along with you came hither, and hired this 
apartment for a great lord, who, she said, travelled 
incognito ; and even paid me beforehand." 

I was n\) longer in the dark ; I guessed the cha^ 
ractersof CamiUa and Don Raphael, and concluded 
that my servant, being perfectly well acquainted 
with my affairs, had sold me to these sharpers. 
Instead of ascribing diis unlucky adventure to 
myself, and considering that it would not have 
happened to me, had I not been so indiscreet as 
to unbosom myself unnecesssurily to Majuelo, I 
imputed all to innocent fortune, and cursed my 
fate a thousand times. The owner of the house, 
to whom I recounted the adventure, which, per- 
haps, he knew as well as I did, seemed affected 
with my sorrow, condoled me, and protested Uiat 
£ Vol. L 7 • 
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k^ was very much mcMrtified to find diat such a 
^eae had passed in his bouse: but I believe, not- 
withstanding all his professions, he was as much 
concerned in the trick as my landlord at Burgos, 
to whom, however, I have always attributed the 
honour of the invention. 



CHAPTER xrn. 



Having heartily bewailed my misfortune, I 
considered, that instead of giving way to sorrow, 
I ought to animate myself against mischance ; and 
summoning all my courage to my assistance, said 
to myself while I put on my clothes, by way of 
consolation, I am happy in tibat the rogues have 
not also carried off my appare), and some ducats 
which I have still in my purse : I gave them credit 
for this piece of civility, and spld my boots, which 
they had been generous enough to leave likewise, 
to my landlord, for one-third of the money they 
had cost me. Then taking my leave of the ready- 
furnished lodging, without having occasion, thank 
God ! for any body to carry my baggage, the first 
thing I did, was to go and see whedier or not my 
mules were at the inn, where I alighted the pre- 
ceding night ; though I was of opinion that Am- 
brose had not left them there ; and I wish to God 
my opinion of him had been always as just ! for 
diey told me, he had taken care to fetch them 
away that very evening : wherefore laying my* ac- 
count with having seen the last of ^em, as well 
as of my portmanteau, I strolled about the streets 
In a melancholy manner, musing on what should 
be my next course. I was tempted to return te 
Burgos, and have recourse to Donna Mencia once 
more ; but when I reflected, that in so doing I 
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shoold abuse the generosity of the lady, and at 
the same time be looked upon as a booby, I relin- 
quished that thought, swearing I should for the 
fiiture be upon my guard against women ; and I 
believe at the time, I should have mistrusted the 
chaste Susanna. I cast my eyes from time to time 
Upon my ring, and when I considered that it was 
a present from Camilla, si^ed with vexation. Alas! 
thought I, though I am no connoisseur in rubies, 
I have too good reason to know those who ex 
change them; and I believe it is not necessary 
that I should go to a jeweUer, to be persuaded 
that I am a fool. 

I was ^Hlling, however, to be informed of die 
worth of itty ring, and accordingly shewed it to ft 
lapidary, who valued it at three ducats. Though 
I was not surprised at this estimation, I wished 
the niece of the governor of^die Philippine isles at 
die devil, or rather only repeated the wish. As I 
came out of the jeweller's house, a young fellow, 
who was passing, stopped to consider me. Not 
being able to recollect him at first, although I had 
formerly been intinftate with him, *^ How, Gil Bias, 
{said he) do you pretend ignorance of me, or have 
two years altered the son of barber Nunnes so 
much, that you ck> not know him f don't you re^ 
member Fabricius, your companion and school- 
fellow, with whom you have so often disputed, at 
lh« house of Doctor Godinez, upon predieables 
ifid metaphyseal degrees f'^ 

I remembered him before he had done speaking;i 
%nd we embraced one another with .transport* 
** My dear friend (continued he) how glad am I 
to meet thee ! I can't express the joy I feel.— 
But (added he, with an air of surprize) what dp 
I see! egad! thou art dressed like a prince! a 
fine sword, silk stockings, doublet, and cloak of 
velvet embroidered with silver!— Odd'sniggers! Ait 
finells strong of intrigues ! Fll hold a wager that 
Aou sharest the bounty of some liberal old lady/' 



^(j3A 



160 ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS. 

—"You are mistaken, (said I) fof roy afiaird are 
not so flourishing as you imagine." — " Pshaw, 
pshaw, (replied be) you affect to be a close fellow ; 
that fine ruby on your finger, Mr. Gil Bias, whence 
comes that, 1 prayyou .'^" — " It comes (said I) from 
an arrant jade. Fabricius, my dear Fabricius, far 
from being in vogue among the women at Vallado- 
lid, know that I am a most ridiculous dupe." 

I pronounced these last words so ruefully, that 
Fabricius was convinced of my having been im- 
posed upon^ in some shape or other ; and pressed 
me to tell him what were my reasons for complain* 
ing of the fair sex. I was easily prevailed upon to 
^satisfy his curiosity ; but as my story was pretty 
long, and besides, we had no intention of parting 
in a hurry, we went into a public house, that we 
might converse together more at our ease; and 
there, while we breakfasted, I recounted to him 
all that had happened to me, since my departure 
from Oviedo. He thought my adventures were 
extremely odd, and after having assured me, that 
he very much sympathized with me, in my present 
unlucky situation, ssdd, " We must console our- 
selves, my child, as well as we can, for all the 
misfortunes of life. When a man of spirit is un- 
lucky, he waits with patience for a more favour- 
able conjuncture. One should never, as Cicero 
says, let himself be so much dejected as to forget 
that he is a man. For my own part, I am of that 
very disposition : my misfortunes have not been 
able to overwhelm me, because I. am always above 
the caprice of fate. For instance, I loved a ^1 
of some fashion at Oviedo, who had a tendre for 
me ; I asked her in marriage of her father, and he 
refused me. Another, on this occasion, would 
have died of grief: but I (admire the force of ge- 
nius) carried off the dear creature : as she was 
passionate, thoughtless, and vain, pleasure, of con- 
sequence, always determined her to the prejudice 
of duty. I led her a dance, of six months^ through 
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the kingdom of Gallicia, from whence, as I had 
given her a taste for travelling, she was desirous 
of going to Portugal; but thought proper to 
choose a new conductor: here was another sub- 
ject of despair, but, for all that, I did not sink 
under the weight of it, and wiser than Menelaus, 
instead of declaring war against the Paris who 
had stolen my Helen, I thought myself very much . 
obliged to iiim for having rid my hands of her. 
Afterwards, being unwilling to return to the Astu- 
ries, that I might avoid all expostulation with 
justice, I advanced into the kingdom of Leon, 
spending, from town to town, the remainder of 
the money I had carried off with my infanta ; fop 
we had quitted Oviedo with the full hand ; and 
arrived at Palencia with a solitary ducat, out of 
which I was obliged to buy a pair of shoes ; so that 
the remaining part could not last much longer ; my 
situation became very perplexing, and I was even 
reduced to a very strict regimen: there was no 
time to be lost, I resolved to go to service, and 
hired myself to a great wooUen-draper, whose son 
was an accomplished rake. Here, though I found: 
an asylum against hunger, I was not a little em- 
barrassed; for the father ordered me to be a spy 
upon the son ; and the son entreated me tb assist 
him in cheating the father. Being obliged to de- 
termine, I preferred the entreaty to the command : 
and that preference cost me my place. I after- 
wards went into the service of an old painter, who 
would have taught me, through friendship, the 
principles of his art; in the demonstration of 
which, however, I was almost famished. This gave 
me a disgust for painting, and a disrelish for Pa- 
lencia at the same time ; and coming to Valladolid, 
by the greatest good fortune in^ the world, I got " 
into the family of one of the directors of the hos- 

Sital, where I now live perfectly happy. Signor 
[anuel Ordonnez, my master, is a man of profound 
piety, who walks with his eyes always fixed f 
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the groancl, and a large rosary in bis hand. They 
say, that from his youth, having nothing in view 
but the funds of the poor, he attached himself to 
them with indefatigable zeal; and accordingly his 
cares have not been ill requited ; every thing pros* 
pers with him. What a blessing it is, that he has 
made himself rich , in managing the affairs of the 
poor!" 

Fabricius having harangued in this manner, <^ I 
^ am very glad (said I to him) to $nd thee so well 
satisfied with thy condition : but, between you and 
me, I diink you might play a more honourable 
jpart in the world." — " You are mistaken, Gil Blas> 
(answered he) there is no situation in life more 
agreeable to one of my humour, than that which 
1 now enjoy : the employment of a lacquey is trour 
blesome, I own, to a silly fellow ; but to a lad of 
spirit, it is full of charms. A superior genius that 
goes to service, does not confine himself to the 
menial circumstances of his duty, like a simpleton: 
he goes into a family to command rather tnan to 
obey ; he begins by studying his master, he accom* 
modates himself to his foiblesy gains his ccmfidence^ 
and then leads him by the nose. Tis thus that I 
have behaved towards my director. I soon disco- 
vered his hypocrisy, and perceived that he waited 
to pass for a person of great sancdty : 1 pretended 
to be his dupe ^ that cost nothing. I did more, I 
__4fi^tated him, and acting in his presence the same 
farce thai he plays before others, I deceived the 
deceiver, and am, by degrees, become his factotum* 
Under liis auspices, I hope (me day to be concerned 
in the affsdrs of die poor ; in which case I mav 
chance^ to make my formne too, for I find myself 
as well inclined towards them as he can be for his 
heart." 

" These ^are fine lu^s (replied I) my dear Fa- 
bricius : I congratulate thee upon thy prospect ; 
and for my own part, will have recourse to my 
irmer scheme^ convert my embiroidwed habU 
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^to a cassock, repair to Salamanca, and listing 
myself under the banners of the university, per- 
forjn the office of a tutor." — " A fine project truly 
(cried Fabricius ;) an agreeable whim ! what a fool 
wouldst Aon be, to turn pedant at thy age ! dost 
thou know, wretch ! what thou art about to do ? 
Soon as thou shalt be employed, the whole family 
will have their eyes on thee, and all thy actions 
will be scrupulously examined : thou must be eter- 
nally under constraint, clothe thyself with hypo- 
crisy, and appear possessed of every virtue. Thou 
wilt not have a moment to bestow upon thy plea- 
sures. Like a peipetual censor of thy pupil, thou 
must pass' the day in teaching him Latin, and in 
rebuking him when he shall say or do any thing 
amiss: and after so much labour and constraint 
what will be the fruit of thy cares ? If the litde 
gentleman wants capacity, it will be said, thou 
East not given him good education, and his parents 
wi|l turn thee a,way, without any recompence; 
perhaps, even without paying thy appointments. 
J)on't therefore talk to me df a preceptor's po6t^ 
which is like a benefice with cure of souls : but 
commend me to the emplojnnent of a lacquey, 
y/riaich is a simple benefice, encumbered with no 
charge. When a' master has vices, a superior ge*- 
nius in his service will flatter them, and often turn 
them to his advantage. A footman lives in a good 
family without the least disquiet ; for after having 
eaten and drank his bellyful, he sleeps like the 
son of a lord, and gives hunself no trouble abou^ 
either baker or butcher. 

<^ I should never ha' done, child, (continued he) 
was I to recount all the advantages of footmen. 
Take my advice, Gil Bias, quit, for ever, the design 
of becoming tutor, and fi^llow my example."— 
"Yes; but, Fabricius, (saidl^ one does not always 
meet with, directors ; and ii I should resolve to 
^tum lacquey, I should at least choose t^ be well 
*cttled/V-5« Oh ! you are in the right (said he;) 
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that shall be my business: I will insure thee r 
good place, if it was for no other reason, than 14 
snatch a pretty fellow from the university.** 

The approaching misery with which I was threat- 
ened, and the air of satisfaction that appeared in 
Fabricius, persuading me more than his reasons, I 
determined to go to service: whereupon leaving 
the public house, my companion said, "I will con- 
duct you to the house of a person, who is consult- 
ed by almost all the footmen out of place : he has 
spies, who inform him of what happens in all fa- 
milies ; he knows where servants are wanted, and 
keeps an exact register, not only of the vacant 
places, but even of the good and bad qualities ot 
masters : he is one who was formerly a friar in 
some convent or other; and, in short, 'twas he 
who recommended me to the place I now enjoy." 

While we conversed about such a singular office 
of intelligence, the son of barber Nunnez carried 
me into a blind alley, and we entered a little 
house, where we found a man about fifty years 
old, writing at a table. We saluted him very re- 
spectfully ; but whether he was natur^dly pruud!| 
or accustomed to see lacqueys and coachmen only, 
he had contracted an habit of receiving people 
cavalierly, and did not rise from his seat, but con- 
tented himself with making a slight inclination of 
the head. He looked hard at me, however, and I 
could easily perceive he was very much surprised 
that a young man dressed in embroidered velvet 
should want to turn valet ; he had more reason to 
think I was come to be provided with one : but he 
did not continue long in suspense, with regard to 
my intention ; for Fabricius, accosting him at once, 
* ssdd, *^ Signor Arias de Londonna, ^ve me leave 
to present one of my best friends to you : he is a 
young man of a good family, whom misfortunes 
nave reduced to the necessity of going to service. 
Pray inform him of a good place, and depend 
upon his gratitude." — " Gentlemen (answered Arias 
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coMly) this is the manner of you all : before you 
are fixed, you make the finest promises in the 
world ; but when once you are well setded, you 
think no more of them." "How! (replied Fabricius) 
do you complain of me? have not I done honour- 
ably by you?" — "Tou might have done better 
still, (said Arias) your place is worth a clerk's 
emplo}nxient ; and you have paid me, as If I had 
introduced you to the house of an author." Here 
I interposed, and told Signor Arias, that to show 
him I was not ungrateful, my acknowledgment 
should precede his service; at* the same time, 
taking out two ducats, I put them into his hand, 
with a promise that I should not stop there, pro- 
vided I should find myself in a good family. 

He seemed pleased with my behaviour, and sai^ 
he loved to be treated in that manner : " There 
are (continued he) excellent posts vacant, which I 
will mention in order, that you may choose one 
that is to your liking." So saying, he put on his 
spectacles, opened a register which lay on the 
table, turned over some leaves, and began to read 
as follows: "A lacquey is wanted for Captain 
Torbellino, a passionate, cruel, whimsical man. 
who grumbles incessantly, swears, beats, and com- 
monly maims, his servants." — " Let us pass on to 
the other, (cried I, at that picture) that captain is 
not to my taste." Arias smiled at my vivacity, 
and proceeded in this manner : " Donna Manuela 
of Sandoval, a superannuated widow, full of peevish- 
ness and caprice, has, at present, never a footman : 
she keeps but one for ordinary, and him never a 
whole day. There has been one livery suit in the 
house these ten years, wliich serves all valets who 
enter, of what size and shape soever they may be i 
but it may be said they only try it on ; for it is 
still as good as new, although it has been worn by 
two thousand lacqueys. Doctor Alvar Fannez, a 
physician and chymist, wants a servant : his do- 
mesticks are weU fed, handsomely entertained, 
E 2 Vol. I. 
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and' have, moreover great wages ; but he trief 
experiments upon them with his medicines, and 
there are often vacant places in his house." 

" Oh ! I believe it, (cried Fabricius, laughing) 
npon my conscience you show us abundance or 
fine places/' — " Have patience, (said Arias de Lon« 
donna) we have not yet done ; uiere are some that 
I am sure will please you»" Then he continued 
to read in these terms. ^^ Donna Alfonsa de Solis, 
an old devotee, who spends two thirds of the day 
at church, and insists upon her footman being af-' 
ways along with her, has not had a lacquey these 
three weeks. The licentiate Sedillo, an old canon 
of the chapter of this city, yesterday, in the even- 
ing, turned away his footman." — *' Halt there, 
Signor Arias de Londonna (cried Fabricius, in this 
|)lace) we will stick to this last post. The licen- 
ciate Sedillo is one of my master's friends, with 
whom I am perfectly well acquainted : I know that 
iie has for housekeeper an old devotee called Dame 
Jacinta, who disposes of every thing in the house : 
it is one of the best families in Valladolid, for a 
servant who loves a quiet life and good cheer ; 
besides, the canon is old and infirm, very much 
subject to the gout, and will soon make his will ^ 
so that there is room to hope for a good legacy. 
What a charming prospect for a footman ! Gil 
Bias, (added he, turning towards me) let us lose 
no time, my lad, but go instantly to the house of 
the licentiate, where I will myself present you, 
and answer for thy character." At these words, 
for fear of losing such k fair opportunity, we took 
our leave, in a hurry, of Signor Arias, who assured 
me for my money, that if I should be balked of 
this place, I mi^t depend upon his recommending 
> me to one as good* 
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tV E were go much afraid of coming too late, that 
we made but one leap from the alley to the house 
of the old licentiate. We knocked at the door, 
which was opened by a girl ten years old, who 
passed for die housekeeper'$ niece, in spite of 
scandal ; and asking if the canon could be spoke 
with, DameJacinta appeared: she was a person 
already arrived at the age of discretion, but still 
handsome ; and, in particular, I admired the fresh- 
ness of her complexion. She wore a long gQwn of 
coarse stuff, with a large leathern girdle, from one 
side of which hung a bunch of keys, and from the 
other a rosary of great beads. As soon as we per- 
ceived her, we bowed, with profound respect, and 
$he returned the salute very civilly, but with a 
modest deportment and downcast eyes. 

" Having understood (said my comrade to her) 
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that master licentiate Sedillo has oceaskm for an 
honest Talet, I am come to present <Hie, with 
whom, I hope, he will be satisfied.'' The house* 
keeper, at these words, lifting her eyes, surveyed 
me with attention, and, not being able to reconoUe 
my embroidery with the discourse of Fabridns, 
asked if it was I who wanted the vacant place. 
^^ Yes, (said the son of Niume«) it is this young 
man, who, notwithstanding his appearance, has 
met with misfortunes that oblige him to go to 
service. But he will soon forget his mishaps 
(added he, with an insinuating air) if he lam w 
happiness to come into this family, and live with 
the virtuous Jacinta, who deserves to be house- 
keeper to the patriarch of the Indies." At these 
words, this pious govemante moved her eyes from^ 
me, to consider the polite person who spoke, and, 
struck with his features, which were not altogether 
unknown to her, ^' I have (said she) a cc^nfused 
notion of having seen you somewhere ! pray assist 
my recollection." — " Chaste Jacinta (answered Fa- 
bricus) I am proud of having attracted your notice : 
I have been twice in this house witii my master 
Signor Manuel Ordonneis, director ofthe hospital." 
— "Ha! you're in the right (replied the house- 
keeper;) I remember it very well, and recollect 
your face. Ah ! since ydu belong to Signor Ordon- 
nez, you must be a lad of worth and honesty : 
your place proclsdms your virtue, and this young 
man could not have a better recommendation. 
Come, (added she) I will bring you to speak with 
Signor sedillo, who, I believe, will be very glad to 
|iave a servant of your presenting." 

We followed her accordingly. The canon lodged 
on the ground floor, which consisted of four rooms 
well wainscotted ; in one of which she desired us 
fo wait a littie, while she went into the nex^ 
where the licentiate was. After she had staid 
with him some time in order to give him his cue^ 
she came axld told a$» that' we might go in. We 
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ptrmvtd the old gootified canon, buried as it 
were in an elbow chaiir, with pillows under hif 
bead and arms and his legs supp<Nrted on a large 
down cushion. While we approached him, we itid 
not spare bows; and Fabricius being still spokes-' 
man, not only repeated what he had sadd of me to 
the housekeeper^ but likewise extolled my merit, 
and enlarged chiefly on the honour which I had 
acquired in philosophical diqsutes, while I was 
with Doctor Godmez ; as if it was necessary that 
a canon's footman should be a profound philoso- 
pber. Nevertheless this fine euloginm that he 
bestowed on me. did not fail to cast a mist before 
the eyes of the licentiate, who observing besides, 
that 1 was not disagreeable to Dame Jacinta, said 
to my reccHumender, ^^ Friend, I take into my ser- 
vice the young man whom thou hast brought. I 
am satisfied, and conceive a favourable opinion of 
Ins morals, since he is presented by a domestic of 
my good fiiend Signor Ordonnes." 

As soon as Fabricius saw that I was engaged he 
made a low bow to the canon*, another still lower 
to the govemante, and withdrew, very well satis- 
fied, after having whispered to me that we should 
see one another often, and that I bad nothing to 
do Imt to f tay where I was.**Wben he was gone, 
the licentiate asked my name, and reasons for leav- 
ing my native country ; and by these questions 
engaged me, in presence of Dame Jacinta, to re» 
oount my story. They were both very much di-^ 
verted, especially with the account of my last 
adv^ture, Camilla and Don Raphael tidding them 
so much, that it was like to have cost the old 
eanon his life ; for while he laughed with all his 
force, he was seiied witii such a violent fit of 
^QgUng, that I imagined it would have been ti& 
last As he had not yet made his will, you may 
easily guess how his housekeeper was alarmed; 
trembUng and astonished she ran to the assistance 
4f the good man, rubb^ hb fisorehead, and clapped 
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turn on tbe back, as is practised with children 
when they have the chin-cough. However, diis 
was hot a fidse alarm: the old man ceased to 
cough, and* his govemante to torment him; and 
I would have finished my story, had not Dame 
Jacinta, who dreaded another fit, opposed it, and 
carried me out of the canon's chamber into a ward- 
robe, where, among several suits of clothes, was 
that of my predecessor. This she made me put 
on, and leave my own in its room, which I was 
not sorry to preserve, in hopes that it would still 
be of use to me. After which we went to prepare 
dinner. 

I was not a novice in the art of dressing victuals, 
having served a happy apprenticeship under Dame 
Leonarda, who might have passed for a good cook : 
she was not, however, comparable to Dame Jacinta, 
who, fi>r aught I know, would have gained the 
pahn firom the cook of the archbishop of Toledo. 
She excelled in every thing : her soups were ex- 
quisite, on account of her art in choosing and mix- 
ing the difierent kinds of gravy, of which they were 
composed ; and her hashes were seasoned in such 
a manner, as rendered them extremely agreesj^le 
to the palate. — ^When dinner was ready, we return- 
ed into the canon's chamber, where, while I laid 
the cloth on a table* set just by his elbow chair, 
the housekeeper tucked a napkin Und^ the old 
man's chin, and tied it over his shoulders. In a 
moment after I brought a mess of porridge, that 
might have been presented to the most celebrated 
director of Madrid ; and two courses, which would 
have stimulated the sensuality of a viceroy, had 
not Dame Jacinta been "sparing of her spices for 
fear of inflaming^ the gout of the licentiate. — ^At ^ 
sight of these delicate dishes, my old master, 
whom I believed impotent in all his member^, 
showed me, that he had not as yet lost, entirely the 
use of his arms ; he hdped to disencumber himself, 
of his pillows, and cheerfully prepared himself for 



ADVENTURES OF OIL BLAS. 115 

eating. — ^Thou^ his hand shook, it did not refuse 
its service, but went and came with great expedi- 
tion ; in such a manner, however, that it spilt upon 
the table-cloth and napkin one half of what was 
intended for his mouth. — ^I took away the soup 
when he had done with it, and brought in a roasted 

Sartridge, flanked with two quails, which Dame 
acinta carved for him. —She took care also to 
make him drink frequently large draughts of wine, 
a little diluted in a large and deep silver cup, 
which she held to his mouth, as if he had been a 
child of fifteen months. He fell tooth and nail 
upon his course, and did no less honour to the 
birds than he had done to the porridge ; but when 
he had stufied himself to the tongue, the devotee 
untied his napkin, replaced his pillows, and left 
him in quiet to take his afternoon's nap in his 
chair ; while we, having uncovered the table, went 
to dinner in our turn. 

In this manner did our canon dine every day, 
who, for aught I know, was the greatest glutton 
of the whole chapter : though his supper was com- 
monly more slight, consisting, for the most part, of 
a pullet and some conserves. I fed well in ^is 
house, and lived a very peaceable life, having only 
one grievance, which was no other than being 
obliged to watch my master, and pass the whole 
.night like a nurse. — ^Besides a retention of urine, 
that obliged him to ask for his chamber-pot ten 
times in an hour, he was subject to profuse sweats ; 
and when this h^pened, it was my business to 
shift him. ^^ Gril Bias (said he, the second night) 
thou hast activity and address ; and I foresee that 
I shall be very well pleased with thy service. — I 
recomipend to thee above all things to behave thy- 
self respectfully towards D;; me «lacinta ; she is a 
wench who has served me these fifteen years with 
a singular zeal, and takes such care of my person, 
that I can never enough show my gratitude : where- 
fore I own she is more dear to me than all my re 
Vol. L 8 
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htioiis. For the love of her I have turned out of 
doojrg my nephew, my own sister's son, who paid 
DO respect to the poor giri ; and, far from doing 
justice to the sincere attachment she has for me^ 
the insolent boy treated her as an hypocrite; for 
in this age all virtue appears hypocrisy to young 
people. — ^Thank heaven ! I have got rid of the 
scoundrel : I prefer the love that is manifested for 
me to all the ties of blood, and am swayed only 
by the benefits I receive." — " You are in the right, 
sir (said I to the licentiate:) gratitude ought to 
have more weight with us than the laws of nature." 
•— " Doubtless, (he replied) and people will see by 
my last will, that I have no regard for my rela- 
tions. My housekeeper will have a good share, and 
thou shalt not be forgot, provided that thou goest 
on to serve me as thou hast begun. The footman 
whom I turned away yesterday has lost a good 
legacy bv his own folly ; if that paltry fellow had 
not, by his misbehaviour, obliged* me to dismiss 
him, I woidd have made his fortune ; but he was 
a proud coxcomb, who was deficient in his respect 
for Dame Jacinta ; and an idle rascal, who dreaded 
the smallest trouble. — He, forsooth, did not love 
to watch over me, and looked upon it as a great 
fatigue to spend the night in contributing to my 
ease." — " Ah, the wretch ! (cried I, as if the graius 
of my friend had inspired me) he was not worAy 
of living with such an honourable master ! A lad 
wh» has the happiness of appertaining unto you, 
ought to be indeiatigable in his zeal : he ought to 
mc^e a pleasure of Ins duty, and not to tibink him*- 
self fatigued even when he sweats blood and wat^ 
for your service." 

I perceived that these words were verj* a^eer 
able to the licentiate, who was no less satisfied 
with the assurance I gave him of being always 
perfectly resigned to tiie will of Dame Jacinta, 
Willing therefore to pass for a valet whom fatigue 
could not dispirit, 1 did my duty with the best 
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^aee X could assume, and never complained of 
being up all night; a circumstance which, howeveri 
I found very disagreeable ; and had it not been for 
the legacy with which I fed my hopes, I should 
have been very soon disgusted with my condition* 
— ^Indeed I slept some hours in the day-time ; and 
the govemante, to do her justice, had a good deal 
of regard for me. — ^This must be ascribed to the 
care I took in gaining her good graces, by the 
most complaisant and respectAil behaviour ; when 
I was at table witii her and her niece, whose name 
was Inesilla, I shifted thdr plates, filled wine, and 
served them with a most particular atteYition ; by 
which m^ans I insinuated myself into their firiend- 
Aip. One day, while Dame Jacinta was cone out 
to market, seeing myself alone with Inesilla, I be- 
gan to converse with her,, and asked if her ftither 
and mother were still alive. " O ! not at all (an- 
swered she) they are dead long — ^long ago, — my 
good aunt told»me so. As for my own part, I 
never saw them." I sincerely believed the little 
girl, thou^ her answer was not categcmcal ^ aoS 
put her into such a humour ^ talking, that she 
told me more of the matter than I wanted to know. 
She informed me, or rather I gathered from her 
ardess chat, that her good aunt had a very good 
friend, who lived likewise with an old canon, whose 
temporalities he managed ; and that these happy 
domesticks expected to join 4he pillage of their 
masters by a marriage, the sweets of which ihey 
tasted before-hand. I have already observed, that 
Dame Jacinta, though somewhat superannuated^^ 
had still a fireshness of complexion. True indeed, 
she spared nothing to preserve it ; fo/, besides a 
clyster which she took every morning, she swal- 
lowed during the day, and when she went to bed, 
some excellent jellies of her own composing, and. 
slept soundly all night, while I watched my mas- 
ter: but th^t which, perhaps, contributed more 
than any thing to preserve her colour from fadinr 
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was an issue, which Liesilla tdd me she had "in 
each leg. 



CHAPTER n. 



1 SEBVEP the licentiate Sedillo three mon^ 
without complaining of the bad ni^ts he made 
me pass ; at the end of which time he fell sick of a 
fever, and felt his gout increased by the pain which 
it occasioned; so that, for the first time in his 
life, which had been long, be had recourse to ph^ 
sicians, and sent for Doctor Sangrado, whom all 
Valladolid looked upon as another Hippocrates. 
Dame Jacinta would have been better pleieised, if ' 
the canon had begun by making his will, and even 
dropped some hints' on the subject; but, besides 
that he did not believe himself near^bis end, iu 
some certaia things he was extremely obstinate: 
I therefore went in search of Dr. Sangrado, and 
brought him to the bouse. He was a tall, meagre, 
pale man, who had kept the shears of Clotho em- 
ployed during forty years at least. — ^This learned 
physician had a very solemn appearance, weighed 
his discourse, and gave an emphasis to his expres- 
sions : his reasoning was geometrical, and his opi- 
nions extremely singular. 

After having examined the s3nnptoms of my 
master's disease, he said to him with a very phy- 
sical air, " The business here is to supply the defect 
of perspiration, which is obstructed : others, in my 
place, would doubtless prescribe saUne draughts, 
diuretics, diaphoretics, and such medicines as 
abound with mercury and sulphur ; but cathartics 
and sudorifics are pernicious drugs, and all the 
preparations of chymistry are oiJy calculated to 
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^ mischief: fdr my own part, I practise a method 
more simple, and more sure.— Pray, what is your 
ordinary diet ?" — " My usual food (replied the ca- 
non) is broth and juicy meat." — "Broth and juicy 
meat ! (cried the doctor, surprized) truly, I do jnot 
wonder to find you sick : such delicious victuals 
are poisoned pleasures, and snares that luxury 
spreads for mankind, in order to ruin them the 
more effectually. Ton must renounce all palatable 
food : the most salutary is that which is most in- 
dpid ; for as the blood is insipid, it requires such 
victuals as partake the most of its own nature,-— 
And do you drink wine?" (added he.) — ^**Yes 
(said the licentiate) wine diluted." — " O ! diluted 
as much as you pleas<^ (r^Hed the physician :) 
what an irregularity is here f what a nrightfiil re- 
gimen! you ought to have been dead long ago. 
How old are you, pray?" — "I am going in my 
Mxty-ninthyear" (replied the canon.) — "Right (said 
the physician ;) an early old age is always die fruit 
of intemperance. If you had drank nothing else 
than pure TPater all your life, and had been satis- 
fied with simply nourishment, such as boiled apples 
for example, you would not now be tormented 
with the gout, and all your limbs would perform 
their functions with ease. I do not despair, how- 
ever, of setting you to rights again, provided you 
be wholly resigned to my directions." 

The licentiate having promised to obey him in 
all flings, Sangrado sent me for a surgeon, whom 
he named, and ordered hiiQ to take from my mas- 
ter six good porringers of blood, as the first effort, 
in order to supply the want of perspiration. Then 
he said to the surgeon. Master Martin Omnez, 
return in three hours, and take as much more: 
and repeat the same evacuation to-morrow. It is 
a gross error to think that blood is necessary for 
the preservation of life : a patient cannot be blood- 
ed too much ; for as he is obliged to perform no 
considerable motion or exercise, but just only to 
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keadie, be has no more occasion for blood than z 
man who is asleep ; life, in both, consisting in the 
pulse and re^iration only." The doctor having 
ordered frequent and copious evacuations of this 
kind, he told us, that we must make the canon 
drink warm water incessantly; assuring us that 
water, drank in abundance, wl^( the true spec^ 
in all distempers whatever* And when he w^it 
away, he told Dame Jacinta and me, with an air 
of confidence, that he would answer for his pa- 
tient's life, provided we would treat him in the 
manner he had prescribed. The govemante, who 
possibly thought otherwise of thit method, pro- 
tested that it should be followed with the utmost 
exactness. Accordingly we set about warming 
water with all dispatch ; and as the physician hsd 
• recommended to us, above aU things, not to be too 
sparing of it, we made my master drink for the 
first, dose two or three pints, at as many draughts. 
An hour after we repeated it, and returning to the 
charge, from time to time, overwhelmed his sto- 
mach with a deluge of water : the surgeon second- 
ing us, on the other hand, by the qu^tity of blood 
which he drew from him, in less than two days the 
old canon was reduced to extremity. 

This good priest, being quite spent, said to me 
with a £^le voice, as I presented him with a large 
glass of the specific, " Hold, Gil Bias, give me no 
more of it, my friend : I see plainly that I must 

^ die, in spite of the virtues of water; and though 
there is scarce a drop of blood left in ray body, I 
donH find myself a whit the better : which is a 
plain proof, that the most expert physician in the 
world cannot prolong our days, when their fatal 
period is arrived : go therefore and ietch a notary, 
lor 1 want to make my will." At these last words, 
which I was not sorry to hear, I afiected to seem 
melancholy, and concealing the desire I had to 

' execute his commission, " Well, but Sir, (said I) 
you are not yet so low, thank God, but that you 
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may recover." — " No, no, cli^, (replied be) it it 
•11 over with me. I feel the gout moimting up- 
wards, and death approaching. Make haste, there- 
fore, and do as I bid thee." I perceived, sure 
enough, that he changed visibly, and the afiair 
appeared so argent that I went out as fast as pos* 
sU>le to fiUfi] his orders ; leaving with him Dame 
Jacinta, who was more afraid than I that he would 
die intestate. I went into the house of the first 
notmry I was directed to, and finding him at home, 
^< Sir, (said I) the Ucentiate Sedillo, my master, 
draws towards his end, and wants to have hb last 
will made; so that there is not a moment to 
lose." The notary, who was a brisk old man, and 
took delight in rallviag, taked what physician 
attended &e canon ; 1 answered, Doctor Sangrado. 
^— At that name, seizing his hat and cloak in a 
hurry, ^^ Zocks ! (cried he) let us make haste ; for 
the doctor is so eipeditioas that he seldom gives 
his patients time to send for notaries: diat man 
has choused me out of a great many jobs." 

So saying, he followed me with great eagerness, 
and while we walked together at a good pace, that 
we might arrive before he should be at the last 
gai^, ^' Sir, (said I to him) you know that a testa- 
tor at the point of death is apt to forget things : 
now, if my master should not remember me, I beff 
you will remind him of my zeal and attachment.'^ 
~«ThatrI will, my child: (replied the litde no- 
tary) thou roayest depend iqion me for that. I 
wiU even advise him to ^ve thee something con- 
siderable; let him be never so little disposed to 
reward thy service." The licentiate, when we 
came into his chamber, had still the use of hit 
senses, and Dame Jacmta, who was with him, her 
\dsage bathed in tears, which she had at command, 
had played her part, and bespoke the good man's 
benevolence. So that she and I left the notary 
alone with him, and jwent into the antichamber, 
where, meeting the surgeon whom die doctor bfA 
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sent to make one evacuation more, we stopped 
him. "Hold, Mr. Martin (scud the govemante) 
you cannot go into Signor Sedillo's chamber at 
present ; he is dictating his last will to a notary 
who is with him ; when that is done, you shsd^ 
have leave to do your office." 

This pious gentiewoman and I were imich afraid 
that the licentiate would die before his will could 
be finished : but happily for us, the deed that occa- 
sioned our disquiet was executed : and the notary, 
finding me in his way as he came out, clapped me 
on the shoulder, saving, with a smile, " Gil Bias 
is not forgotten." These words inspired me with 
excessive joy; and I thoi^ght myself so much 
obliged to my master for having remembered me, 
that I promised to pray with all my heart for his 
soul, sifter his death, which soon happened; for 
the surgeon having blooded him again, the poor 
old man, who was but too much exhausted be- 
fore, e^ired almost during the operation. As he 
breathed his last sighs, the physician came in, and 
looked very foolishly, notwithstanding his long 
practice of dispatching patients. Nevertheless, far 
firom imputing the canon's death to his watery 
draughts and evacuations, he observed as he went 
out, with an air of indifference, that tiie patient 
had not lost blood ei]^ough, nor drank a sufficient 
quantity of warm water ; while the executioner of 
this sublime art, I mean the surgeon, seeing also 
that there was no more occasion for his office, fol- 
lowed Doctor Sangrado. 

As soon as the breath went out of our patron's 
body, Dame Jacinta, Inesilla, and I, raised a con- 
cert of mournful cries which were heard all over 
tibe neighbourhood : the govemante especially, who 
had the greatest cause to rejoice, uttered such 
dolejEiil accents, that one would have thought she 
was tiie most afflicted person upcm earth ; and the 
chamber was instantly filled with people drawn 
thither more by curiosity than compassion. The 
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reladons of the deceased no sooner learned the 
news of his death than they poured into the house, 
to seal up everything, and found the housekeeper 
in such affliction, that they imagined at first the 
canon had not made his wip : but they soon un* 
derstood that there was one sanctioned by all the 
usual formalities; which when they<;ame to open, 
and saw that the testator had disposed of his best 
effects in favour of Dame Jacinta and the little 
girl, they made his funeral speech in terms not 
much to the honour of his memory: they pro- 
nounced an eulogium on the devotee, at the same 
time, and even bestowed some praises on me, who 
I must own, deserved some at their hands : for the 
licentiate (rest his soul !) in order to make me 
remember him as long as I should live, explained 
himself in an article of his will, with regard to 
me, in this manner. — " Item, as Gil Bias is a young 
man of some understanding already, in order to 
complete his learning, I leave to him my library, 
all my books and manuscripts without exception." 
I could not conceive where this pretended li- 
brary could be, having never perceived any such 
tiling in the house. I knew only of a few papers, 
with five or six volumes that stood upon a shelf in 
my master's closet; and these were my legacy; 
though the books could not be of any great service 
to me, one being entitled, The Complete House- 
wife ; another treated of, Indigestion and the Me- 
thod of Cure ; the rest were. The four Parts of the 
Breviary, which the moths had almost consumed. 
With regard to the manuscripts, the most curious 
contained all the proceedings of a law-suit in 
which he was once engaged for his prebend. Aftet 
having examined the legacy with more attention 
than it deserved, I left it to the relations who 
envied me so much. I gave them back the very 
clothes I wore, and resumed' my own; clauning 
my wages only, as the fruit of my service, and re- 
lolving to seek a place elsewhere* As for Dame 
F VOL.L 
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Jacinta, besides the money which was left to her, 
she was in possession of some valuable effect^ 
which, by the assistance of her good friend, she 
had found means to secrete during the licentiate's 
last illness. 



CHAPTER III 



I BESOLVED to visit Siguor Arias de Londonna, 
and consult his re^ster for a new place ; but as I 
was just going into the blind alley where he lived, 
I met Doctor Sangrado, whom I had not seen since 
the death of my master, and took the freedom to 
salute him. He recollected me immediately, al- 
though I had changed my dress, and expressing 
some joy at seeing me, " Art thou there, my child, 
^said he) I was just thinking of thee ; having occa- 
sion for a good lad to serve me, I imaged that 
thou wouldest answer my purpose very well; if 
thou canst read and write." — " Sir, (answered I) in 
that particular I can do your business." " Say'st 
thou so (said he ;) then thou art the man I want : 
come to my house, where thou shalt find every 
thing agreeable : I ^ill treat thee with distinction ; 
and though I give no wages, thou shalt want for 
nothing: I will take care to maintain thee hand- 
somely ; and will even discover to thee the great 
mystery of curing all diseases ; in a word, thoa 
shalt rather be my pupil than my servant." 

I accepted the doctor's proposal, in hopes of 
making myself illustrious m physick, under the 
auspices of such a learned master ; and he carried 
me home with him on the instant, in order to initi- 
ate me in the employment for which I was designed. 
This emplo}rment consisted in writing the names 
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^and places of abode of the patients ^o soit for him 
while he was abroad : for this purpose, there was in 
^e house a regbter, in which an old woman, who 
was his sole domestic, set down dieir several direc- 
tions : but besides that she was utterly ignorant of 
spelling, she wrote so ill that for the most part it 
was impossible to decypher her scrawl. I was in- 
vested witfi the charge of this book, which mi^t 
have been with great justice stiled a register of the 
dead ; for almost all the people whose names it 
, contained gave up the ghost. I inserted in it f to 
use the expression) the names of those people wno 
were to set out ^ for the other world, as the clerk of 
a stage-coach-office registers those who take places. 
The pen was seldom out of my hand, because there 
was not at that time a physician in Valladolid of 
more credit than Doctor Sangrado, who had ac- 
quired great reputation with the public, by a 
pomp of words, a solemn air, and some lucky 
cures which had done him more honour than he 
deserved. 

He did not want practice, nor of ccmsequence 
money, which however did not make us fare the 
better, his housekeeping being extremely parsimo- 
nious ; our ordinary food consisting of peas, beans, 
boiled codlins, or cheese ; which aHments (he said) 
were agreeable to the stomach, as being most pro- 
per for trituration, in other words, easily brayed. 
Notwithstanding tibis his opinion, however, he did 
not approve of our eating a belly-full even ofthem : 
in which, to be sure, he was much in the tight : 
but, if he forbid his maid and me to eat a^ great 
deal, he allowed us, by way of recompence, to 
drink as much water as we could swsJlow : far 
iirom restncting us in this particular, he would 
sometimes say, " Drink, my children, health con- 
sists in the suppleness and humectation of the 
parts : drink water in great abundance : it is ^ 
imiversal menstruum that dissolves all kinds of 
When tiie coarse of the blood is too languidi 
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this accelerates its motion ; and when too rapid, 
checks its impetuosity." The honest doctor was 
so well convinced odf the truth of tliis doctrine, 
that he himself drank nothing but water, though 
he was well stricken in years. He defined old 
age, a natural decay, that withers and consumes 
us ; and in consequence of this definition, deplored 
the ignorance of those who call wine " the milk of 
old men :" for he maintained that the juice of the 
grape wastes and destroys them ; and with great 
eloquence observed, that this fatal liquor is to 
them, as to all the world, a treacherous firiend and 
deceitful pleasure. 

. fn spite of all this fine reasoning, I had not been 
eight days in the house when I was seized with a 
looseness, and began to feel great disorder in my 
bowels, which I was rash enough to ascribe to the 
universal dissolvent and meagre subsistence on 
which I lived. I complained of it to my master, 
in hopes that he wotUd relent and allow me a 
little wine at meals: but he was too much an 
enemy to that liquor to gratify my cpLpectation. 
" If thou feelest in thyself (said he to me) any re- 
luctance to simple element, there are innocent aids 
in plenty, that will support thy stomach against 
the insipid taste of water ; sage, for example, and 
halm will give it an admirable flavour ; and an in- 
fusion of corn-poppy, gillyflower, and rosemary, 
will render it still more delicious. 

Notwithstanding all he could say in praise of 
water and the excellent beverages he taught me to 
compose, I drank of it with such moderation, that 
perceiving my temperance, he said, " Why, truly, 
Gil Bias, I am not at all surprised that thou 
dost not enjoy good health. Thou dost not drink 
enough, my friend. Water taken in small quanti- 
ties serves only to disentangle the particles of the 
Uj[e^ and give them more activity ; whereas they 
snould be drowned in a copious dilution : donH be 
afraid, my child, that abundance of water vrill 
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ire^en and relax thy stomach : lay aside that pa- 
nic fear which perhaps thou entertainest ofplenti- 
fill drinking. I will warrant the consequence, 
and if thou dost not look upon me as a sufficient 
bondsman, Celsus himself shall be thy security. 
That Roman oracle bestows an admirable eulogium 
on water, and afterwards says, in express terms, 
that those who excuse their drinking of wine, on 
account of a weak stomach, do a manifest injury 
to that organ, by using such a cloak for their own 
sensuality.^' 

As it would not have looked well for me to 
show myself intractable in the very beginning of 
my career in physic ; I seemed persuaded of his 
being in the right, and will even own I was ef- 
fectuaUy convinced ; so that I continued to drink 
water on the guaranty of Celsus, or rather tO 
drown my bile i» copious draughts of that liquor : 
and although I felt myself every day more and 
more incommoded by it, prejudice got the better 
of experience ; so happily was I disposed by nature 
for becoming a physician. I could not always, 
however, resist the violence of my disorder, which 
increased to such a degree, that I resolved, at 
length, to leave Doctor Sangrado ; but he invested 
me with a new employment which made me change 
that resolution. '^ Hark'ee, my child, (said he one 
day) I am not one of those harsh and ungrateM 
masters who let their domestics grow grey in their 
service, before they recompense diem. I am well 
pleased with thy behaviour, I have a regard for 
thee, and without further delay will make thy 
fortune. I will immediately disclose to thee the 
whole extent of that salutary art which I have 
professed so many years. Other physicians make 
Ais consist in the knowledge of a thousand diffi* 
cult sciences : but I intend to go a shorter way to 
work, and spare thee the trouble of studying phar- 
macy, anatomy, botany, and physic: know, my 
M^nA, all that is required is to bleed the patientf 
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and make them drink warm water. This is the 
secret of curing all the distempers incident to 
man. Yes ! that wonderfiil secret which I reveal 
to thee, and which nature, impenetrable to my 
brethren, hath not been able to hide from my re- 
searches, is contained in these two points, of plen- 
tiful bleeding and frequent draughts of water. I 
have nothing more to impart; thou knowest phyinc . 
to the very bottom, and reaping the fruit of mj 
long experience, art become in a twinkling as skiK 
ful as I am. Thou mayest (continued he) ease me 
not a little, at present ; in the morning thou sh^ 
keep our register, and in the afternoon go and lAsn 
a part of my patients: while I take care of the 
nobility and clergy, thou shalt go in my room to 
the houses of tradesmen, where I am called : and 
when thou shalt have practised some time, I will 

f)rocure thy admission into the faculty. Thou art 
earned, Gil Bias, before thou tumest physician j 
whereas others prescribe a long time, generally all 
their lives, without ever becoming learned." '41' 
I thanked the doctor for having enabled me wiA 
such dispatch- to serve as his deputy ; and, as an 
acknowledgment of his favours, assured Mm that 
I would follow his maxims as long as I lived, even 
if they should be contrary to those of Hippocrates. 
But Uiis assurance was not altogether sincere ; for 
I disapproved of his opinion with regard to watar, 
mnd resolved to drink wine every day, when I 
went out to visit my patients. I committed my 
own clothes to a peg for a second time, and put 
on a suit of my master^, diat I might appear in 
all respects like a physician : after which, I pre- 
pared myself for exercising medicine at the ex- 
Knce of whom it should concern. My coup d'esssi 
ing upon an alguazil who was ill of a pleurisy, 
I ordered him to be blooded without mercy and 
filled to the tongue with water : I went afterwards 
into th^ house of a pa8try-<^ook who lay roaring 
with the gout, and whose blood I was no mqx^ 
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s|>aring of than the alguazil's ; taking care also 
oot to restrict him in die article of water. For 
these prescriptions I received twelve rials, which 
made me so enamoured of the profession, that I 
thought " the more mischief the better sport.*' 
Coming out of the pastry-cook's house, I met Fa- 
bricius, whom I had not seen since the death of 
the licentiate Sedillo ; and who, having looked at 
me some minutes with surprise, set his hands in 
bis sides, and burst out into an immoderate fit of 
laughter. It was not without reason ; for having a 
cloak that trailed on the ground, with a doublet 
and breeches that would have served a man four 
times as big as me, my figure was truly original. 
I let him laugh till he was tired, not without being 
tempted to follow his example ; but I constrained 
myself in order to preserve decorum, and the better 
ape the physician, who is no risible animal. If my 
ludicrous appearance had excited the mirth of Fa- 
bricius, my gravity increased it ; and when he had 
indulged it sufficiently, " Upon my conscience, Gil 
Bias (said he) thou art pleasantly equipped. Who 
the devil has disguised thee in this manner.'^" — 
" Softly, friend (replied I) softly. — Learn to show 
more respect for another Hippocrates ; and know, 
that I am the deputy of Doctor Sangrado, the most 
celebrated physician of Valladolid, with whom I 
have lived these three weeks. He has taught me 
physic to the very bottom, and as he cannot, in 
person, attend all the sick who send for him, I 
assist him in his visitation : he takes care of the 
great, and I of the plebeians." — "Very well, (replied 
Fabricius) he leaves the blood of the commonalty 
to thee, while he reserves that of the gentry to 
himself; I congratulate thee upon thy share; for 
it is better to have to do with the populace than 
with persons of fashion : happy is a suburb phy- 
sician! his faults are less observed, and his assas- 
sinations less known. Yes, my child (added he) 
iby situation is to be envied, and to speak in the 
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words of Akxander, if I was not Fabiiciiis, I could 

wish to be Gil Bias." 

To show the son of barber Nonnez, that he had 
reason to praise the happiness of my present con* 
dition, I produced the rials which I had received 
from die alguazil and pastry-cook ; upon which we 
went into a public house in order to spend some 
of them : here we were served with pretty good 
wine, which the longing desire I had of tasting 
that liquor, made me think still better than it 
was, I drank huge draughts of it, and (no dispar- 
agement to the Roman oracle) the more I filled 
my stomach, the less did that organ complain of 
the injury it received. Fabricius and I having 
staid together a long time in the public house, and 
laughed heartily at the expence of our masters, as 
the custom is among servants, we parted in the 
twilight, after having mkde a mutual promise of 
meeting again in the same place, next day in the 
afternoon. 



CHAPTER IV. 



I HAD just got home when Doctor Sangrado 
came in, to whom I gave an account of Ae patients 
I had visited, and put into his hand eight rials 
which remained of the twelve I had received for 
my prescriptions. "Eight rials! (said he, after 
having counted them) tibis is a small matter for 
two visits ; but we must vefuse nothing." So it 
appeared : for he kept six, and gave me two. 
" Hold, Gil Bias, (added he) there is something 
for thee to begin stock ; I allow thee a fourth part 
of what thou shalt get, and thou wilt be rich in a 
Very short time (my friend,) for, please God, tUei^ 
will be plenty oi diseases this season*'* 
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I had reason to be contented with my share ; 
becaase, resolving to detain always a third part 
of what I should receive from the patients, and 
afterwards touching a fourth of what should re- 
main, it would on the whok (if there be any truth 
in arithmetic) amount to one half of what I should 
earn. This consideration inspiring me with new 
ardour for my profession, next day when I had 
dined, I resumed my physical dress, and going 
out, visited several patients whom I had registered, 
and whom I treated after ttte same manner, though 
their distempers were quite different. Hitherto 
things had gone smoothly on, and nobody (thank 
Heaven) found feult witb my prescriptions ; but 
however excellent the practice of physic may be, 
it cannot escape censure. Going into the house 
of a grocer whose son was dropsical, I there met 
with a little swarthy physician called Doctor Cu- 
chillo, whom a relation of the grocer's had brought 
along with him : I made profound bows to every 
body present, a*»^ in particular, to die person who 
(I concluded) wa^^ called to consult with me about 
the distemper of the patient; he saluted me with 
great gravity, then eyeing me attentively for some 
imrmiesj ^^ Signor Doctor (said he) pray excuse my 
curiosity : I diought I had been acquainted with 
all my brethren &e physicians of Valladolid ; but 
I confess your features are utterly unknown to me : 
sure you must not have been long settled in this 
city." I answered that I was a young practitioner, 
who as yet only prescribed under the auspices of 
Doctor Sangrado. " I congratulate you (said he^ 
bowing) on your having embraced the method of 
such a great man ; and I do not doubt that yoo 
are already master of your business, notrnthstamd* 
ing your youthfiil appearance." He spoke this 80 
naturally, that I did not know whether he was in 
jest or earnest, and I was tiiinking upon some an* 
swer, when the grocer interposing, said, " Grentic*" 
men, I am persuaded that you are both perfectiy 
F* yoL.L 9 



IM ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS. 

well acquainted with the art of physic, thorefiire^ 
pray examine the situation of my son, and pre^ 
scribe what you shall judge proper for his cure.^' 

Accordingly, the little doctor inquired into the 
state of our patient, and after having made me 
observe all the s3rmptoms of the disease, asked in 
what manner I proposed to treat him. ^^ I am of 
opinion (said 1) that he should be blooded every 
day, and drink not water in abundance." At these 
words the little physician said with a satirical grin, 
" And do you think these remedies will save his 
life ?" " Never doubt that, (cried I, in a resolute 
tone) they must certainly proouce that effect, being 
(as Doctor Sangrado observes) specifics against all 
kinds of distempers." " At tfiat rate (replied he) 
Celsus is very much to blame, in assuring us, that 
for the more easy cure of a dropsy^ it is requisite 
to make the patient suffer both hunger and thirst." 
— " Oh, Cekus, I resumed, is not my oracle: he was 
as liable to mistakes as any other ; and I have 
sometimes found my account in acting quite con- 
trary to his opinion." — " I perceive by your dis- 
course (said Cuchillo) the sure and satisfactory 
method that Doctor Sangrado would insinuate into 
young practitioners : the whole of his practice con- 
sists in bleeding and aqueous draughts ; therefore I 
am not at all surprised to see so many honest . 
people die under his hands." — " None of your 
invectives (said I, interrupting him with some heat,) 
it does not look well to hear -a man of your profes- 
sion cast such reflections. Come, come, Mr. Doctor* 
abundance of sick people are sent to the other 
world without being blooded, or drinking hot water; 
and I don't doubt that you bave dismissed your 
idiare of them: if you have any thing to say 
against Doctor Sangrado, commit it to paper,^ be 
will answer it, and we shall soon see on which side 
the laughers are." — " By St Jago and St Dennis I 
(ctied he in a Irage) you are litde acquainted with 
Qoctor QuchiUo ! &aow» friend, that I have hoik 
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teeth uid nails, and am not at all afraid of Sangrado, 
who, in spite of his vanity and presumption, is a 
dow^nright ninny." The appearance of the little 
doctor making me despise his wrath, I replied with 
^reat bitterness; he answered in the same manner, 
and we came to fisticuffs ia a very short time: 
some blows passed, and each of us lost an handful 
of hair before the grocer and his kinsman could 
part us: which when they bad accomplished, I was 
paid for my visit and dismissed, while they retained 
my antagonist, who seemed to them the more skil-« 
ftil of the two* 

After this adventure, I had like to have met 
' with another as bad: for going to visit a fat chanter 
who was ill of a fever, I no sooner mentioned hot 
water,^ than he fell into a rage against the specific^ 
cursed and swore, called me a thousand names, and 
even threatened to throw me out of the window. I 
moved ofi* faster than I came in, and not choosing 
to see any more patients that day, betook myself to 
the house appointed for the rendezvous between me 
and Fabricms, who. was already there : and as we 
found ourselves in a frolicsome humour, we drank 
hard, and went home in a state of elevation — that 
b, half seas over. 

Signor Sangrado did not observe that I was 
drunk, because he mistook my extravagant gestures 
in recounting the quarrel I had with the little 
doctor, for an efiect of the emotion occasioned by 
the batde: besides, having been principally cott>- 
cemed in our dispute, he became a party, and 
piqued at Cuchillo, said, " Thou hast done well, 
Gil Blas» in defending the honour of our remedies 
again&t that little abortion of the faculty. He 
affirms then, tbat aqueous draughts are improper 
for the dropsy !. Igi^rant wretch ! I maintain — ^I 
do — that a drcmsicsd patient cannot drink too.much. 
Tes, water (added he) can cure all kind& of df6p- 
sies, as well as rheumadsms, and the green-sick-, 
ness; it is moreover excellent in fevers where Hjni^ 
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padeiit burns and shivarg at the nme time i mid ^ 
incredible effect even in diose distempers that are 
hnpnted to cold, serous, and phlegmatic hmnonrs: 
this c^inion may appear strange to snch raw physi* 
cians as Cuchillo; bat it is easily supported by 
theory and practice, and if such as he were capable 
of reasoning philosophically, instead of decrying 
my method, they would become my most zealous 
partizans." 

Me did not therefore suspect my being fuddled, 
so much was he enraged ; for, in order to inflame 
him the more again^ the little doctor, I had 
thrown into my story some drcumstances of my 
own invention. Nevertheless, fired as he was * 
with what I had told him, he perceived that I 
drank more water that evening dian , usual, the 
wine having made me very thirsty. Any other than 
Sangrado would have suspected my extraordinary 
drought, and the great draughts I swallowed; birt 
he firmly believed that I began to relish watery 
potions ; and said, with a smile, ^' I see, Gil Bias, 
thou hast no longer an aversion to water. Heaven 
be praised ! thou drinkest it now like nectar. A 
change that does not surprise me at all, my friend; 
for I knew that it would soon grow familiar to thy 
taste."—" Sir, (I replied) there is a time for aU 
things : I would not at present give a pint of water 
for an hogshead of wine." The doctor, charmed 
with this answer, did not neglect such a fair oppor* 
tunity of extolling the excellence of water ; but 
uttered a new eulogium on it, not like a cold advo- 
cate, but with all the fervour of an enthusiast. 
^ A thousand times (cried he) a thousand and ten 
thousand times more valuable smd innocent than 
Ae tavams of oar days were those baths of ages 
past, into which people did not go to prostitute in 
A shkmeful maimer tb^r lives and fortunes by glut- 
ting themselves with wine ; but where peop^ met 
lor amusement, and drank hot water with honour 
dmi security! One cannot enough admire the wise 
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ttrovision of those masters of dvil life, who esta** 
blished public places where water was freely given 
to all comers, and who secured the wine in the 
shops of apothecaries, permitting it to be used by 
the prescriptions of physicians only. What sur- 
prising sagacity! It is doubtless (added he) owing 
to some lucky remains of that ancient frugality, 
worthy of the golden age, that there are still a few 
who, like thou andf, drink nothing but water ; and, - 
who as a preservative from, or cure of all distem-* 
pers, trust to hot watfer unboiled : for I have ob- 
served that boiled water is more heavy and less 
agreeable to the stomach.*' ^ 

While he uttered this eloquent harangue, I had 
like to have laughed in his face more than once : I 
kept my gravity however. I did more.— I entered 
into the doctor's sentiments, inveighed against the 
use of wine, and lamented that mankind rfaad con- 
tracted a taste for such a pernicious liquor. Then 
(as my tfiirst was not sufficiently quenched) I filled 
alarge gobletwith water, and having swallowed long 
draughts of it, " Come, sir, (said I to my master) 
let us regale ourselves with this benevolent liquor, 
and revive in your house those ancient baths which 
you regret so much." He applauded my zeal, and 
during a whole quarter of an hour, exhorted me to 
drink nothing but water. In order to familiarise 
myself to this prescription, I promised to swallow 
a great quantity every evening; and that I might 
the more easily perform my promise, went to bed 
with a resolution of going to the tavern every 

day- 

The^ opposition I met with at the grocer's house 
did not deter me from prescribing warm water and 
bleeding, next day. As I came out of a house 
where i had been to visit a frantic poet,' I met an 
old woman in the street,. who accosting me, asked, 
if I was a physician ; when I answered in the af- 
firmative, " Well then (said she) I most humbly beg 
yott will come along With me ; my niece was yester' 
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day taken ill, and I don't know what h ilie matter 
with her." I followed the old gentlewmnan, who 
conducted me to a house, and introdu<:ed me to a 
pretty neat chamber, where I found a person in 
bed, and going towards her, in order to enquire into 
the symptoms of her disease, was immediately 
struck with her features, which when I had observ- 
ed some minutes, I recollected her to l^ no other 
than the female adventurer who had so aexterously 
acted the part of Camilla. As for her part, she did 
not seem to remember me ; whether the oppression 
of her own distemper, or my physical garb, secured 
me from her recollection.~Laying hold of her arm, 
in order to feel the pulse, I perceived the ring upon 
her finger ; at sight of which I felt a terrible emo- 
tion, and a violent desire of attempting to retrieve 
it : but considering that the women might fall a 
crying, and Don Raphael, or some other champion 
of the fair sex, come to their assistance, I was at 
pains to resist the temptation, and imagining it 
would be better to dissemble, and take the advice 
of Fabricius, stuck to this last resolution^ In the 
mean time the old woman pressing me to let her 
know the nature of her niece's distemper, I was 
not fool enough to own myself ignorant of the 
matter ; but, on the contrary, aiSecting the man of 
skill, and copying my master's deportment, I told 
her, with great gravity, that the distemper proceed- 
ed from the patient's want of perspiration, and 
that, of consequence, she must be speedily blooded, 
that evacuation being the only substitute of perspi- 
ration : I likewise prescribed warm water, that the 
rules of our practice might be exactly observed. 

Having made my visit as short as possible, I raa 
t^ find the son of Nunnez, whom I met at the door, 
going out to execute a commission for his master : I 
told him my new adventure, asking^ if he thought 
I should cause Camilla to be ajrrested ia course 
of law ? He answered, '' Not at alL That is not 
the way to see thy ring again; for the officen 
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o# jftstke hate to make restitatioii. Remember the 
jail of Astorga, where thy horse, money, and even 
thy clothes were detained by these harpies. We 
must radier make use of our own industry in re- 
covering thy jewel: I'll undertake to find out 
some stratagem for that purpose, and I will think 
of it in my way to the hospital, where I carry a 
short message to the steward, from my master : go 
and wait for me at our tavern, and be not impa* 
tient, for I will be with thee in a very little time." 

He did not, however, arrive at the rendezvous, 
till after I had been there three hours ; and then so 
disguised, that at first I did not know him : for he 
changed his dress, twisted his hair into a queue, 
covered one half of his face with a pair of artificial 
whiskers, provided himself with a huge sword, the 
hilt of wJiich was at least three feet in circumfer- 
ence ; and marched at the head of five men who 
looked as fierce as himself^ and wore also long ra- 
piers and thick mustachios. ^' Your servant, Signor 
Gil Bias (said he, accosting me) you see in me an 
alguazil of a new stamp, and in these brave fellows 
who accompany me, soldiers of the same model. 
Show us only the house of the woman who stole 
your diamond, and be assured that we will make 
her restore it in a twinkling." I embraced Fabri- 
cius at this discourse, which explained the stratagem^ 
he intended to put in practice in my behalf; and'^ 
assured him that I very much approved of his ex- 
pedient. I saluted also the false soldiers, who 
were three valets, and two journeymen barbers of 
bis acquaintance, whom he had engaged to act this 
part. Having treated the whole brigade with 
wme, we went aU together, in the twilight, to Ca- 
milla's lodgings, and knocked at the door, which 
the old woman opening, and taking my attendants 
for the terriers of justice, who never entered that 
house without cause, was seized with consterna- 
tion. ^^ Courage, good mother, (ssud Fabricius to 
her) we are come hither only on account of a small 
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affiiir that will soon be detenmaed." So nymg;, 
we advanced to the chamber of the tick petson, 
conducted by die old woman, who walked before^ 
lighting us with a wax taper in a^vev candkstid^. 
Taking the candle in my hand, I went towards tfie 
bed, and discovering my face to Camilla, '^ Perfidi** 
ous woman'! (said I) behold the too credulous GH 
Bias, whom you have tricked. Ah wretch ! I have 
found you at last, and the corregidor, in conse- 
quence of my information, has ord^^ this alguazii 
to apprehend you. Come, Mr. Tipstaff (said I to 
Fafayncitts) do your office." — " There is no occasion 
(answered he, raising his voice) for exhorting me to 
do my duty. I remember that there creature, who 
has been a long time marked in my memorandtmd-* 
book, with red letters. Rise, my princess, (added 
he) dress yourself with all dispatch. I intend to 
be your u^er, and conduct you to the city jail, if 
you think well of it." 

At these words, Camilla, sick as she was, p&t-^ 
ceiving that two of his followers, with the great 
whiskers, were about to drag her out by force, sat 
up in her bed, clasped her hands in a suppliant 
posture, and looking at me with terror in her eyes ^ 
" Signer Gil Bias (said she) I conjure you by the 
chaste mother who bore you, to have pity upon me! 
though I am very guilty, I am still more unfortu- 
nate ! don't ruin me I I will restore your ring." So 
saying, she took it off from her finger, and put it 
into my hand. But I told her, my diamond alone 
would not suffice : and that she must, besides, 
make restitution of the thousand ducats which had 
be^i st<den from me in the ftirnished lodging. 
*' Oh Signor ! (she replied) do not ask your ducats 
of me ; Ae traitor Don Raphad, whom I have not 
seen since that time, carried tiiem off the same 
night."— ^< Oho, my litde darling (said Fabricius to 
her) you think to get out of the scrape, by denying 
you had any share of the booty ? but you shan't be 
irp easily quit, I assure you : your being mi accom-. 
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pMee of Don Raphad b a sufficient i^ason ftr 
obliging you to fpye an account of your pas^ life* 
If ou have, doubtless, a great many things on your 
consdence, and therefore you shall go to prison, tf 
you please, and ms^ a general confession. I -will 
earry diis old gentlewoman thither also, (added he) 
for I imagine she knows a great many curious 
stories which the corregidor will not be sorry to 
hear." 

At these words the two w(Hnen put every thing 
in practice to melt us, filling the chamber with 
cries, groans, and lamentations : while the old 
woman on h^ knees, sometimes before the alguazil, 
and sometimes before his attendants, endeavoured 
to move their compassion ; Camilla implored me ill 
the most afiecting manner, to save her from the 
hands of jusdce. Upon wbich I pretended to iro* 
lent, saying to the son of Nunnez, ^^ Mr. Officer, 
since I have got my diamond, I am satisfied. 1 
don't desire to give this po(Nr woman any ft^ther 
trouble ; and would not even seek the death of a 
sinner." <^ For shame! (said he) a man of your hu* 
manity would make a bad trooper: hot I must 
acquit myself of my commission, by which 1 am 
expressly ordered to apprehend tl^se infantas : for 
the corregidor wants to make an example of them " 
'^ For heaven's sake ! (I replied) have some regard 
to entrearty, and ^iMe a little of yomr severity, m 
considwation of the present which these ladies will 
ofier." ^ Oh ! that's another affair (said he ;) that 
is what we call a figure of rhetoric well jdaced*-'^ 
Come, let us see what they have got to give me.' 
.— " 1 have (said Camilla) a pearl-necklace and ear- 
rings of a considerable value." Here she was int^i^- 
n^ted with-^^^Yes, but if they come from (he 
Philippine isles I'll have none of them."^ — " You 
may take them, upon my word, I'H warrant them 
genuine," (said she ;) at die same time desiring the 
old woman to bring a little boi, out of which she 
took the necklace and ear-rings, and put them mtm 
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ihe algnazil's hand. Though he knew no more of 
jewels than I did, he was persuaded that the dia* 
monds of the ear-rings were genuine, as well as the 
pearis of the necklace ; therefore having ezamuied 
them attentively, ^* These jewek (said he) seem to 
be of good water, and provided Uie silver candle- 
stick, which Signor Gil Bias has in his hand, be 
added to them, I won't answer for my fidelity." " I 
don't believe ^said I to Camilla) that you will for a 
trifle break off a treaty so much to your advan- 
tage." So saying I gave the light to the old wo- 
man, and the candlestick to Fabricius, who beine 
satisfied with what he had got, because (periiaps) 
he saw nothing else in the room which he could 
easily carry off, said to the ladies, "Adieu, my 
princesses ; live in peace. I will speak to the cor- 
regidor, and represent you whiter tiian snow : for 
such as we can give what turn we please to things, 
and never tell him the plain truth, except when we 
are under no temptation to lie." 



CHAPTER V. 



After having in this manner executed the 
scheme of Fabricius, we 1^ Camilla's lodgings, 
congratulating ourselves upon a piece of success 
that even surpassed our expectation ; for we bad 
laid our account with recovering the ring only. 
However, we carried off the rest without ceremo- 
ny ; and, far firom making a scruple of robbing 
courtezans, we thought we had done a meritorious 
action. — ^^ Gendemen, (said Fabricius, when he had 
l^t into the street) it is my c^inion that we should 
go back to the tavern, and spend the night in making 
merry. To-morrow we will sell the candlestick, 
necklace, and ear^rijigs, and share the money like 
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brothers ; after which we will return to our several 
homes, and make the best excuse we can to our 
masters." — ^This proposal of the alguazil seemed 
very reasonable to us all : we returned to the ta- 
vern, some of us believing we could easily find an 
excuse for having lain abroad, and others not caring 
whether they should be dismissed or no. 

We ordered a good supper, and sat down to 
table with as much appetite as good humour. The 
repast was seasoned with a thousand agreeable 
sallies 5 and Fabricius, in particular, enlivened the 
conversation, and diverted us all extremely, by 
innumerable strokes replete with Castilian salt, 
which is equal at least to the ancient Attic. — But 
while we were in this joyful disposition, our mirth 
was all of a sudden overcast by an unforeseen 
accident. A man of a pretty good mien entered 
the room where we were at supper, followed by 
two others of terrible aspect j after these diree 

ore appeared; and wecgggted no less than twelve 
V^ho came m thus, tdMMll|y three, armed with 
carabines, swords, and bayonets. — We soon per- 
ceived them to be the soldiers of the patrole, and 
it was not difficult to guess jtheir intention; where- 
fore we had some thoughts at first of making 
resistance ; but they surrounded us in an instant, 
and kept us in awe, as well by their numbers as 
their fire-arms. ^^ Gentlemen, (said their com- 
mander to us with a sneer) I know by what inge- 
nious artifice you have recovered a ring from the 
hands of a certain she-adventurer; and, to be sure 
tfie contrivance is excellent, and richly deserves a 
public recompence, which you shall by no means 
miss. — Justice has already appointed an apartment 
for you in her own house, and will not fail to re- 
ward such a masterly attempt." This discourse 
very much disconcerted ajl those to whom it was 
addressed: our countenances changed, and we 
felt, in our turn, the sai^e fear with which we had 
inspired Camilla. Fabricius, however, though paHT 
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and dismayed, endeavotired to justify what we kad 
done. '' Sir, Tsaid he) as we had no bad intention, 
this little tricK might be forgiven." — "How the 
devil ! (cried the commandant in a rage) do you call 
this a little trick f Don't you know that it is a 
hanging matter? For, besides that no man is allow* 
ed to do justice himself without the cognizance of 
the law, you have carried off a candlestick, neck- 
lace, and ear-rings that did not belong to you ; and 
which is still worse, in order to commit that rob* 
bery, you have disguised yourselves like tipstaves. 
—Wretches! to dress yourselves in the habit oi 
such honourable people to do mischief. I shall 
think you very lucky, if you are only sentenced to 
the gsdleys." When he had convinced us that the 
affair was much more serious than we at first ima« 
gined, we fell down together at his feet, and begged 
he would have pity on our youth. But our prayers 
were unregarded ; and besides, he rejected a pro«^ 
posal we made of quitting to him the necklace, ear- 
rings, and candlestick; even my ring was refiised| 
because I suppose it was offered before too much 
company. — In short, he was quite inexorable; or- 
dered my companions to be disarmed, and carried 
us all together to the public jail. In our way thi- 
ther one of the guard told me, that the old woman 
who lived with Camilla, suspecting tiiat we were 
not 'the real foot-pads of iustice, had followed us to 
the tavern ; and there bemg confirmed in her opi- 
nion, had revenged herself upon us, by informing 
the patrole of the whole afiair. 

We were immediately plundered of every thing; 
the necklace, diamonds, and candlestick seized; as 
also my ring, together with the ruby of the Philip- 
pine isles, which I had unfortunately in my pocket. 
They did not even spare the rials which I had that 
day received for my prescriptions ; which- was a 
sure sign to me that tiie people belonging to justice 
at Valladolid ^e as expert m their office as those 
at Astorga, and that the manners of ^il these gen* 
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tiemen are every where alike. While I was rifled 
of my jewels and cash, the officer of the patrole 
recounted our adventure to these agents of the 
plunder ; and the affair seemed to them of such a 
serious nature, that the majority thought we de* 
served a halter : but others less severe imagined we 
might get off for two hundred lashes each, and a 
few years service in the galleys. — ^Until the corregi- 
dor should think proper to decide our affair, we 
were locked up in a dungeon, where we lay upon 
straw, with which it was strewed like a stable lit- 
tered for horses. — Here we might have remained 
long enough, and at last exchanged our habitation 
for the galleys, had not Signor Manuel Ordonnez 
next day heard of our misfortune, and resolved to 
procure the liberty of Fabricius, which he could not 
do without obtaining also the (Usmission of us all. 
Being a man very much esteemed in the city, he 
did not spare solicitations, and partly by his own 
credit, and partly by that of his friends, at tbe end 
of three days effected our enlargement. But we 
did not come out as we had gone in ; the candle- 
stick, necklace, and ear-rings, my ring, ruby, and 
rials being detained: which made me remember 
those verses of Virgil, that begin with ^^ Sic vos non 
vobis." 

As soon as we were set at liberty we returned to 
our masters; and Doctor Sangrado received me 
very kindly, saving, ^^ My poor Gil Bias, I did not 
hear of thy misfortune till this morning, and was 
just going to make strong solicitations in thy be- 
talf. Thou must console thyself, my firiend, for this 
accident, and atta^ch thyself more than ever to phy- 
sic." — " That is my design," (said I.) And truly I 
thought of nothing else. Far from wanting busi- 
ness, it happened, as my master had foretold, that 
distempers were very rife, the small pox and putrid 
fever beginning to ravage the city and suburbs ; so 
that all tiie physicians in Valladolid, and we in par- 
ticular, had abundance of practice. — Scarce a day 
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passed in which we did not visit eight or t^ pa«^ 
tients, each ; from whence it may be easily conceiv- 
ed what a quantity of blood was spilt and wat^r 
drank. But, I do not know how it happened, all 
our sick died either on account of our mal*practice, 
or because their diseases were incurable.— Certadn 
it is, we very seldom had occasion to make three 
visits to one patient : at the second, we were either 
told that he was just going to be buried, or found 
him at the last gasp; and as I was but a young 
physician, who had not yet time to be inured to 
murder, I began to be very uneasy at the fatal 
events which might be laid to my charge. — ** Sir, 
(said I, one evening, to Dr. Sangrado^ I take hea- 
ven to witness that I follow your metnod with the 
utmost exactness ; yet, nevertheless, every one oi 
my patients leaves me in the lurch. It looks as if 
they took a pleasure in dying, merely to bring our 
practice into discredit. This very day I met two of 
them going to their long home."— "Why truly, child 
(answered he) I have reason to make pretty much 
the same observation : , I have not often the satis- 
faction of curing those who fall into my hands; and 
if I was not so sure as I am of the principles on 
which I proceed, I should think my remedies were 
pernicious in almost all the cases that come under 
my care." — " If you will take my advice, sir, (said 
I) we will change our method, and give chemical 
preparations to our patients, through curiosity; the 
worst that can happen will only be, that they pro- 
duce the same eflfect that follows our bleedings and 
warm water." — " I would willingly make that ex- 
periment (he replied) provided it could have no 
bad consequence ; but 1 have published a book, in 
which I have extolled the use of frequent bleeding 
and aqueous draughts : and wouldst thou have me 
go and decry my own work ?" — " Oh ! you are cer- 
tainly in the right (said I) you must not give your 
enemies such a triumph over you : they would say 
you are at last disabused; and therefore ruin yotir 
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^utadon : perish rather the nobility, clergy, and 
people ! and let us continue in our old path. After 
all, our brother doctors, notwithstanding their 
aversion for bleeding, perform as few miracles as we 
do ; and I believe their drugs are no better than 
our specifics.*^ 

We went to work, therefore, afresh, and proceed- 
ed in such a manner, that in less than six weeks we 
made more widows and orphans than the siege of 
Troy. By the number of burials, one would have 
thought that the plague was in Valladolid ; and 
every day, some father came to our house to 
demand an account of his son, whom we had 
ravished from him, or some uncle, to upbraid us 
with his nephew's death. As for the sons and 
nephews, whose fathers and uncles we had dis- 
patched, they never appeared to complsun : the hus- 
bands too were very civil, and never cavilled with 
US about the loss of their wives. But those afflict- 
ed people, whose reproaches we were obliged to 
undergo, were sometimes very brutal m their grief, 
and called us ignorant assassins. As they did not 
spare me, in particular, I was afflicted by their 
epithets : but my master, who was used to such 
accidents, heard them without the least emotion. 
I might, perhaps, in time, have been accustomed to 
reproach, as well as he, if Heaven, doubdess to rid 
the sick people in Valladolid of one of their most 
severe scourges, had not produced an occasion that 
gave me a disgust to physic, which I practised 
with so litde success. 

There was in our neighbourhood a tennis-court, 
to which the idle people in town daily resorted, 
and, among the rest, one of your professed bullies, 
who take upon themselves the office of arbiters, 
and decide all differences that happen. He was 
from Biscay, his name Don Rodrigo de Mondra- 
gon, about thirty years of age, of an ordinary make, 
but lean and muscular ; he had two litde twinkling 
eyes, that rolled in his head, and threatened every 
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body he looked at ; a very flat nose, placed between 
red whiskers, that curled up to his very temples, and 
a manner of speaking so rough and passionate, that 
his words struck terror into every body. This 
racket-breaker had made himself tyrant of the ten- 
nis-court, where he judged all the disputes that 
happened among those who played in the most 
imperious manner, and no man durst appeal from 
his decision, unless he could resolve to fight him 
next day. Such as I have described Don Rodrigo^ 
who, notwithstanding the Don he had prefixed to 
his name, was an arrant rascal, he captivated the 
mistress of the tennis-court, who was a woman 
about forty years of age^ rich and agreeable enough, 
and in the fifteenth month of her widowhood. I 
know not how he won her heart ; for doubtless it 
was not by his beauty ; but surely, by that je ne 
scai quoi which cannot be expressed. Be that as it 
will, she had a passion for him, and actusdly de- 
signed to take him for her husband; but while 
preparations were making for the consummation of 
that afiair, she fell sick, and unhappily employed 
me as her physician. If her distemper had not been 
a malignant fever, my prescriptions were sufficient 
to endanger her life ; so that in four days I filled 
the. tennis-court with mourning: the mistress went 
the' way of all my patients, and her relations took 
possession of her estate. Don Rodrigo, made des- 
perate hy the loss of his mistress, or rather by being 
balked in his expectation of a very advantageous 
match, not only cursed and reviled me, but also 
swore that he would run me through the body when- 
ever he could catch me, and exterminate me from 
the face of the earth. A charitable neighbour in 
formed me of this oath, and advised me not to stii 
abroad, for fear of meeting this devil of a man. 
This advice, which I had no intention to neglect, 
filled me with cqnfusion and dismay: I fancied 
incessantly, that I saw this furious Biscayan com- 
ing into the^house ; and could not enjoy one mo- 
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menf s repose. This efiectually detached me from 
physic, and my sole care was how to free myself 
nrom disquiet : I resumed my embroidered suit, and 
afler haying bid adieu to my master, who could not 
persuade me to stay, quitted the city at day-break, 
not without apprehension of meeting Don Rodrigo 
in my way. 



CHAPTER VI. 



I WALKED very fast, looking behind me from 
lime to time, to see if tins formidable Biscayan was 
not at my heels ; my imagination being so much 
possessed by tfiat feHow, that I took every tree or 
bush I saw for him ; and every moment felt my 
heart throb with fear. I plucked up my courage 
however when I had got a good league, and conti- 
nued at an easier pace my journey towards Madrid, 
whither my purpose was to go. I should have 
quitted Valladolid without regret, had I not been 
sorry to part from Fabricius, my dear Pylades, to 
whom I could not so much as bid adieu : but it 
gave me no mortification to renounce physic : on 
tiie contrary I beg^d pardon of God, for having 
^cercised it at all ; though I did not fail to count, 
with pleasure, the money I had in my purse, not- 
withstanding its being the salary of my assassina- 
tions: in that respect resembling those ladies of 
pleasure, who reform their morals, but nevertheless 
keep fast hold of the wages of sin. My iidiole for- 
tune amounted to pretty near the value of five ' 
ducats, in rials ; on the strength of which I expect- 
ed to reach Madrid, where I did not doubt of find- 
ing some good place: besides, I longed passionately 
to see that august city, which had been extolled to 
me as the epitome of all the wonders of the world. 
© Vol. L t^ 
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While I recollected all that I had heard in Its 
praise, and enjoyed its pleasures by anticipation, I 
beard the voice of a man behind me, singing at full 
stretch : he had a leathern wallet on his back, a 
guitar hanging about his neck, a long sword by 
his side, and walked so fast, that he was up with 
me in a very short time. Being one of the two 
journeymen barbers, with whom I had been impri- 
soned in the adventure of the ring, we knew one 
another immediately, though our dress was altered, 
and were very much surprised at meeting so unex- 
pectedly on the highway. I assured him that I was 
extremely glad to have him for a fellow-traveller, 
and his joy seemed no less at meeting with me. I 
told him my reasons for quitting VaBadolid ; and 
he reposed the same confidence in me, by letting 
me know that he had quarrelled with his master, 
and bid him an eternal adieu. '^ If I had been in- 
clined (added he) to live any longer in Valladolid, 
I could have found employment in abundance of 
shops : for, without vanity, I can handle a razor, 
and curl a mustachio, as well as e'er a barber in 
Spain, but I could no longer resist the violent 
desire I had to visit the place of my nativity, from 
which I have been absent these ten years : I wai\t 
to breathe my own country air a little, and know 
the situation of my family, with whom I hope to be 
in two days; for they live at a place called Olmedo, 
a mai'ket-town on this side of Segovia.*' 

Resolving to accompany this barber to his own 
home,.iand from thence go to Segovia, in order to 
take the opportunity of some convenience to 
Madrid, we piursued our journey, and discoursed of 
indifierent subjects. He was a young fellow of 
.some wit and humour: and when we had conversed 
together an hour, he asked .how my stomach was 
disposed : I answered, that he should see at the 
first inn. Upon which he said, " We had better 
make a pause in the mean time : I have something 
<br breakfast in my wallet ; for when I travel, I • 
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always take care to have provision along with me: 
I don't trouble myself with clothes, Unen, and 
other useless baggage; but resolving to have no* 
thing superfluous, fill my knapsack with belly-tim- 
ber, my razors, and a wash-ball." I commended 
his prudence, and consented, with all my heart, to 
the pause he proposed : for I was hungry, and 
resolved to make a good meal, which I could not 
but expect, after what he had told me. We turned 
^ little out of the highway, in order to sit upon the 
grass, where my friend die barber took out his 
victuals, consisting of five or six onions, with a few 
crusts of bread and cheese ; but what he produced 
as the best furniture in his budget, was a little 
botde full (as he said) of delicate wine. Though 
our dishes were, not very savoury, hunger, being 
very urgent to us both, made them relish pretty 
well ; and we emptied the bottle, which contained 
about two pints of a sort of wine that I don't 
choose to boast much of: after which we got up, 
and continued our journey with great good hu- 
mour. The barber, who had been informed by 
Fabricius that I had 'met with some very particular 
adventures, desired to hear them from my own 
mouth ; a satisfaction I could not refuse to a man 
who had regaled me so sumptuously. When I had 
gratified his curiosity, I told him he could do no 
less, in return for my complaisance, than recount 
the story of his own life. " Ohl as for my story 
(cried he) it is not worth hearing, as it contains 
nothing but ordinary facts: nevertheless (added he) 
since we have nothing else to do, you shall hear it, 
suth as it is." So saying he related it, nearly in 
these words* ' 
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CHAPTER VII. 



Ferdinand Peres de la Fuenta, my grand&- 
ther, (I go to the fountain-head) after having been 
fifty years barber in the village of Olmedo, died, 
and left four sons, the eldest of whom took posses- 
sion of his shop, and succeeded him in the business* 
Bertrand, the second, having an inclination fot 
trade, became a mercer; Thomas, who was the 
third, kept a school ; and the fourth, whose nam9 
was Pedro, feeling himself born for the belles let* 
tres, sold a little lot of ground which he had for his 
patrimony, and went to live at Madrid, where he 
hoped one day to distinguish himself by his firit 
and learning; while his three brothers did not 
separate, but settling at Olmedo, married the 
daughters of husbandmen, who, in lieu of fortune, 
brought them abundance of children, breeding as if 
it had been for a wager. My mother, the barber's 
wife, brought six into the world, for her share, in 
the first five years of her marriage, of which num- 
ber I am one. My father taught me betimes to 
shave, and when I arrived at the age of fifteen put 
this wallet upon my shoulders, and girding me 
with a long sword, said, '^ Go, Diego, thou art now 
in a condition to gain a livelihood : go and see the 
world : thou hast occasion for a little travelling to 
rub thee up, and make thee perfect in thy business, 
March, and don't return to Olmedo before thou 
hast made a tour of Spain. Let me not hear firom 
thee until this be performed.'^ At these words he 
unbraced me very afiectionately, and turned me 
out of doors. 

Such was the behaviour of my father at parting 
with me. But my mother, whose manners were 
not quite so rough, seemed more affected on this 
occasion : she let fall some tears, and even slipped 
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a ducat privately into my hand. So I quitted 
Olmedo, and took the road to Segovia ; of whicb, 
however, I had not walked above two hundred 

Eaces, when I stopped to examine my knapsack, 
eing desirous of seeing what it contained, and of 
Knowing precisely the extent of my possession. I 
found a case and two razors, so much wore, that 
they seemed to have shaved two generations, with 
a thong of leather to set them, and a lump of soap : 
besides, there was a canvas shirt quite new, an old 
pair of my father's shoes, and what gave me more 
pleasure than all the rest, twenty rids wrapped in 
a linen rag. This was my whole fortune, by which 
you may conclude, that master Nicholas the barber 
relied a good deal on my skill, since he sent me 
away so poorly provided. Nevertheless, the pos- 
session of a ducat and twenty rials did not fail to 
charm a young fellow like me, who had never 
before been master of coin : I believed my funds 
were inexhaustible, and continued my journey in a 
transport of joy, adnuring^ every moment, the hilt 
of my sword, which thumped against my hams, or 
got between my legs, at every step. 

Arriving at the village of Ataquines in the 
evening, very sharp set, I went to lodge at an inn, 
and, as if I had been a man of fortune, called for 
supper with an air of authority : the landlord having 
surveyed me some time, and seeing who he h^ to 
do with, said, in a very obliging manner, "Master^ 
you shall be satisfied; we wUl treat you like a 
prince.** So saying, he showed me into a little 
room ; where, in a quarter of an hour, they brought 
me a ragout made of ram cat, which I ate as 
greedily as if it had been composed of a rabbit or 
hare. This excellent dish was accompanied with 
wme, so good, as he said, that the king himself 
could not drink better. Notwithstanding this eu- 
logium, I perceived it was cursedly sour ; but this 
did not hinder me from doing as much honour to 
it, as I had already done to the ragout ; and, to 
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complete the treatment of a prince, I was condact-^ 
ed to a conch more proper for encouraging watch- 
fulness than sleep ; being a truckle-bed, so narrow 
and short, that, little as Iwas, I had no room to 
lie in it with my legs extended : besides, instead of 
a mattress and feather-bed^ it had only a wretched 
flock-bed, covered with a doubled sheet,^ which had 
served an hundred different travellers at least 
since the last washing. Nevertheless, in such a 
convenience,^ my stomach full of ragout, and that 
delicious wine which tlie landlord had recommend- 
ed, thanks to my youth and constitution, I enjoyed 
a sound sleep, and spent the night without indiges- 
tion. 

Next day, after having breakfasted, and paid 
sauce for my good cheer, I made^ but one stage to 
Segovia ; and, on my first arrival, had the good for- 
tune to be employed in a shop for my board and 
lodging : here, however, I stayed but six months j 
being seduced by a beather journeyman of my ac- 
quaintance, who longed to see Madrid, and with 
whom I set out for that city. There I got a place 
on the same terms as at Segovia, ia a well-accus- 
tomed shop, much frequented on account of the 
neighbourhood of the church of Santa Cruz and 
the prince's theatre ; my master, two journeymen, 
and I, being scarce sufficient to trim all our cus- 
tomers, who consisted of people of all ranks, and, 
among others, of players and authors. One day 
two pei^sons of the last profession, \mng there 
together, began to discourse about the poetry and 
poets of the time, and hearing them mention th^ 
name of my uncle, I listened to their conversation 
^ith great attention. " Don Juan de Zavaleta 
(said one of them) is an author, in my opinion,, 
beneath the public notice : a cold genii;is,^ a man 
veithout fkncy : his last piece has done him infinite 
pr,ejudice." " And pray (said the other) has ever 
Lewis Vale* de Guevara produced a good work ? 
Was ever any thing more wretched than his per- 
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formances?" They named a great many more 
poets, whom I have forgot. I remember only that 
they spoke contemptuously of them all except my 
uncle, of whom they made honourable mention, 
agreeing that he was a lad of merit. " Yes, (said 
one of them) Don Pedro de la Fuenta is an excel- 
lent writer : his books contain a delicate raillery 
mixed with erudition, which makes them agreeably 
satirical ; and I am not at all surprised at his being 
esteemed by the court and city, or at his receiving 
salaries from several grandees." — " He has, indeed 
(said the other) enjoyed a pretty large income 
these many years ; and, as he lives with the Duke 
of Medina Celi, and spends little, must be worth a 
considerable sum of money." 

I did not lose one word which the poet said con- 
cerning my uncle, who, we had heard in the family, 
made a noise in Madrid by his works, some people 
travelling through Olmedo having told us so ; but 
as he neglected to let us hear from him, and seemed 
quite detached from his relations, "we, on our 

5 art, lived with as great indifference towards him. 
'rue blood is, however, always guided by a sure 
instinct : as sooti as I heard that he was in good 
circumstances, and knew where he lodged, I was 
tempted to wai^ upon him : though one thing em- 
barrassed me not a little; his being called Don 
Pedro by the audiors. That don gave me some 
uneasiness, and I was afraid he might be some 
other poet than my uncle. I was riot, however, 
stopp^ by this consideration ; but imagined that 
he might have been ennobled on account of his 
wit, and therefore resolved to go and see him. 
For this purpose, with my master's permission, I 
dressed myself one morning as well as I could, and 
went out of the shop, not a little proud of being - 
nephew to a man who had acquired such reputation 
iDy his genius. As tiie barbers are not the least 
v^n people in the world, I began to conceive si . 
^eat opipion of myself, and strutting with aa 
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haughty air, enquired for the house of the Duke de 
Medina Celi, where, presenting myself at the gate, 
and saying I wanted to speak with Don Pedro de 
la Fuenta, the porter pointed with Us finger to a 
little stair-case at the farther end of a court, which 
he bid me ascend, and knock at the first door on 
my right hand: I did so, and (a young man coming 
out) asked if Signor Don Pedro de la Fiienta 
lodged there. ^* Yes, (said he) but you cannot see 
him at present." — " I should be very ^ad (I re- 
plied) to speak with him ; for I bring him news ol 
his family.*' — ^'^ If you could bring lum news of the 
pope (said he) I would not introduce you to his 
chamber just now ; for he is composing; and when 
that is the case, we must take care not to disturb 
his imagination : he will not be visible till noon, so 
that you may go and take a turn, and come back 
about that time.'' 

1 took his advice, and walked through the city 
the whole morning, thinking continuaUy on the 
reception I should meet with firom my uncle, who 
I imagined would be extremely glad to see me : I 
judged of his sentiments by my own, and preparing 
myself for a very tender scene, returned to his 
lodgings, with all diligence, at the hour prescribed* 
" You are come in the very nick of time (said his 
valet) for my master is just going out : stay here a 
minute, and I will let hun know you are come." So 
saying, he left me in an outward room, and return* 
ing in a moment conducted me into the chamber 
of his master, whose face had so much of our 
family air in i^ that I was struck with the resem- 
blance, and could not help thinkmg it was my very 
uncle Thomas whom I bad left at home. Having 
saluted him widi profound respect, I told him i 
was the son of master Nicholas de la Fuenta, bar- 
ber in Olmedo ; that I had worked at my father's 
business these three weeks at Madrid, in quality of 
a journeyman ; and that I intended to make the 
tour of Spain for my improvement. While I spoke^ 
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my uncle seemed to muse, considering, in all like» 
lihood, whether he should disown me for his 
nephew, or get rid of me in a more dexterous man- 
ner. He chose this last method, and, afiecdng a 
smiling air, said, " Well, my firiend, how do thy 
father and uncles? I hope they are in good circum- 
stances." Upon this I began to describe the plen- 
tiful propagation of our family ; I told him the 
names of all the children, male and female, and 
even comprehended in that list their godfathers and 
godmothers. He did not seem to interest himself 
infinitely in my detail, but coming to his purpose, 
replied, " Diego, I approve very much of thy reso- 
lution to travel, in order to make thee perfect in 
thy profession ; and I advise thee to leave Madrid 
as soon as possible ; it is a pernicious place for 
youth, in which thou wilt be ruined, my child. It 
will be more for thy advantage to reside in some of 
the other cities of the kingdom, where people's 
morals are not so much corrupted. 60, (added he) 
and, when thou art ready to set out, come and see 
me again; I will give thee a pistole to help thee U> 
make the tour of Spain." With these words, he 
pushed me gently out of his chamber, and sent me 
about my business. 

I had not sense enough ta perceive that he want- 
ed to remove me at a good distance from him ; but, 
going to our shop, gave my master an account of 
what had passed : he was as far from discovering 
the intention of Signor Don Pedro as I was, and 
said, " I am not at all of your uncle's opinion : 
instead of advising you to travel, he ought rather, 
I think, to make it your interest to stay in this 
city ; for, being intimate with so many persons of 
quality, he can easily settie you in some great fami- 
ly, and put you in a condition to make your for- 
tune." Struck with this discourse, which flattered 
my imagination, in two days I went back to m^ 
uncle, and proposed that he should employ his 
credit to procure admission fbT me into the family 
O a Vol. I. 
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of some lord belonging to the court But this pro 

Eosal was not at all to his liking: a vain man likt 
im, who had free access to the great, and eat 
every day at their tables, could not brook bis 
nephew's sitting with the servants, while he dined 
with their lords; in this case, little Diego would 
have made Signor Don Pedro blush. He did not 
fail, therefore, to refuse my request, and that not 
in the most civil manner. '^ How ! you little vaga- 
bond, (said he with a furious look,) wouldst thou 
quit thy profession ? Go, I abandon thee to thoee 
who have given thee such pernicious counsel : get 
out of my apartment, and never set foot in it 
^ain, otherwise I will cause thee to be chastised as 
tiiou deservest" Confounded at these words, and 
still more at the tone in which they were ddivered, , 
I retired, with the tear in my eye, very much 
affected at this harsh behaviour : but as I was natu- 
rally brisk and haughty, I soon dried my tears ; my 
grief changed to indignation, and I resolved to take 
no further notice of this imkind relation, without 
whose assistance I had hitherto made shift to live. 
My whole thought being now bent on cultivating 
my talent, I applied to business, shaved all day 
long, and in the evening learned to play on tli^ 
guitar by way of recreation. My master for that 
instrument was an old Signor Escudero,* whose 
beard I trimmed, and who taught me music,^ which 
he understood perfecdy well, having been fbrmeiiy 
chorister in a cathedral. His name was Marcos de 
Obregon, a sage person, who had a large stock of 
sense as well as experience, and loved me as well 
as if I had been his own child. He served in qua- 
lity of usher to a physician's wife, who lived within 
thirty paces of our house,, whither I used to go in 
the twilight, when we had left off working : and 
sitting together on the threshold of the door, we 
used to make a little concert, not at all disagree* 

* Escudero : a squire to wait on a gentlewomai]^ 
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able to the neighbours : not that our voices were 
exquisite, but while we thrummed upon the instru- 
ment, each of us, in our turn, accompanied it with 
singing, and that was sufficient to please our audi- 
ence. In particular, we diverted Donna Mergelli- 
na, the physician's wife, who used tp come into the 
passage to hear us, and sometimes made us repeat 
the airs that were most to her liking, her husband 
jQiot being offended at her enjo3dng tbis diversion ; 
for though he was a Spaniard, and already well 
stricken in years, he was not jealous: his profession 
engrossed him wholly, and as he returned fatigued 
from his. patients in the evening, he went to bed 
betimes, without being alarmed at his wife's atten- 
tion to our concerts : 'tis probable, indeed, that he 
did not think them capable of making dangerous 
ipipressions : and we must observe, that he ima- 
^ned he had little or no cause to fear ; Mergellina 
being young and handsome 'tis true, but withal so 
s^ivagely virtuous, that she could not so much as 
endure the look of a man. He did not, therefore,^ 
begrudge her a pastime that seemed so innocent 
and honourable, but left us to sing as much as we 
pleased. One evening when I came to the physi- 
cian's door, with an intention to play as usual, 1 
found the old squire expecting me, who taking me 
by the hand, said he wanted to take a turn with 
me before we should begin our concert ; then lead- 
ing me into a by-street where we found we could 
talk with freedom, " Son Diego (said he, with a 
melancholy air) I have something extraordiiiary to 
disclose*: I am afraid, my child, that we both shall 
have cause to repent of amusing ourselves in the 
evening with concerts at my master's door. I 
have, doubtless, a great friendship for you, and am 
very well pleased with having taught you to play 
upon the guitar and sing; but had I foreseen the 
misfortune that threatens us, please God ! I would 
have given you your lessons in some other place !" 
Frightened at this discoiurse, 1 begged the usher t<i 
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be more explicit, and tell me what we had to fear ; 
for I was not a man who could brave danger ; mnr 
had I, as yet, made the tour of Spain. <* I will 
(said he) tell you what is necessary to be known, 
that you may comprehend the jeopardy in which 
we are. When I entered into the service of the 
phy^cian, which is about a year ago, he ssdd to me 
one morning, after having brou^t me into the 
presence of Ms wife, * Marcos, behold your mistress : 
this is the lady whom you are to tend every- 
where.' I adimred Donna Mergellina. I thought 
her wonderful pretty, excessively handsome, and 
was particularly charmed with the agreeable air 
that diffused itself through her whole mien : ' Sir, 
(answered I to the physician) I am too hafmy in 
being permitted to serve such a charming lady.' 
Mergellina, disgusted at my answer, said in a pas- 
sion, ^ A pretty fellow, indeed ! methinks you take 
a great deal of liberty. — ^I want none of your com- 
pliments — not I.' Such words, from a mouth so 
agreeable, suqirised me very much ; I could not 
reconcile this rustic and insdent manner of q>eak- 
ing with the gentle appearanceof my mistress: but 
her husband^ who was used to it, rejoiced at his 
having a wSe of such a rare character, told me 
that ms spouse was a |)rodigy of virtue ; and per- 
ceiving that she put on her veil, and prepared to go 
to mass, bade me conduct her to chmrch. We were 
no sooner in the street, than we met (which is not 
at all extraordihar}^ several gentlemen, who, struck 
with the fine air or Donna Mergellina, paid her a 
great many compliments en pa$sant. She replied 
to them all ; but you cannot imagine how ully and 
ridiculous her answers were. Every body was 
astonished, and could not conceive tluit there was 
a woman in the world who could be displeased 
with i^raise. ^ Madam (said I to her) take no notice 
of what is said to you ; it is better to keep dlence, 
than to speak in passion.'-^-t* No, no (answered she) 
( will let these insolent fellows know that I won't 
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be treated with disresoect.'^ In short, so much im* 
pertinaice escaped her, that I co^d not help 
telling her my sentiments, at the hazard of her 
displeasnre. I represented to her, as delicately as 
I could, that she perverted nature, and spoiled a 
thousand good qualities by her savage humour; 
that a woman of politeness and good nature might 
hispire love without the help ofbeauty ; whereas, 
the handsomest person in the world, without 
meekness and good breeding, would become the 
object of contempt. I strengthened these argu- 
ments with many more of the same kind, calculated 
for the reformation of her behaviour; and after 
having moralized a good deal, I was afrsdd that my 
freedom would enrage my mistress, and bring upon 
me some severe repartee : nevertheless, she did not 
rebel against my remonstrance, but contented her- 
self with neglecting it entirely, as well as all the 
rest that I was afterwards foolish enough to make. 
^*At length I forbore to advise her of her 
faults, and abandoned her to the feroci^ of her 
nature. Meanwhile fwould you believe it f) die fe- 
rocious disposition of this haughty woman is, with- 
in these two months, entirely changed ; she is com- 
plaisant to every body, and her behaviour most 
agreeable; she is not the same Mergellina who 
made such silly answers to the men that ssud 
obliging things to her ; she is become sensible to 
praise ; loves to be called handsome, and told that 
a man cannot look upon her with impunity ; and 
flattery is now as agreeable to her as to any other 
woman : the change is scarce credible ; and, what 
will surprise you still more, you are the author of 
guch a great miracle ! Yes, my dear Diego (con- 
tinued the usher) you have metamorphosed Donna 
Mergellina in this manner, and converted that 
tigress. into a lamb. In one word, you have at- 
tracted her notice : I have perceived it more than 
once, and I am very much mistaken in the sex if 
she has not conceived a most violent passion for 
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you. This, my child, is the sad piece of news I 
had to disclose, and ^e troublesome dilemma in 
which we are." 

**I can't see (ssdd I to the old man) that we 
have so much cause to be afflicted at this affair, or 
that it is a misfortune for me to be beloved by a 
handsome lady." — " Ah, Diego ! (he replied) you 
talk like a young man : you look only at the bait, 
without perceiving the hook; you consider only 
the pleasure, but I foresee the disagreeable conse- 
quences. All will come to light in the end. If 
you continue coming to sing at our door, you will 
inflame the passion of Mergellina, who, perhaps, 
losing all restraint, will betray her weakness before 
her husband Doctor Oloroso ; and he who appesurs 
so complaisant at present, because he believes he 
has no reason to be jealous, will become furious^ 
revenge himself upon her, and, in all probability, 
make both you and me feel the effects of his rage^" 
— " Why, truly (said I) Signor Marcos, your rea- 
sons are convincing, and I submit myself wholly ta 
your advice: give me, therefore, directions how to. 
behave in order to prevent mischief." — " We have 
nothing to do (answered he) but to 'give over our 
concert : appear no more before my mistress ; and, 
when you are no longer seen, she will retrieve her 
quiet. Stay at your master's house, whither I will 
come, and we will play upon the guitar without 
danger." — " With all my ^eart (said I) and I pro- 
mise never to set foot within your door again." I 
resolved, in good earnest, to be as good as my 
word, and, for the future, to keep myself close ia 
the shop, since the sight of me was so dangerous. 

In the mean time honest Marcos, with all his^ 
prudence, found, in a very few days, that the 
means he had contrived to extinguish the flame of 
Donna Mergellina produced a quite contrary efiect^ 
The lady, not having heard me sing for two nights 
successively, asked him why we had discontinued. 
f)ur concert, and for what reason I no longer s^ 
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pi^ared ? He replied, I was so busy that I had not 
a moment to bestow on my pleasures. She seemed 
satisfied with this excuse, and for three days ifiere 
supported my absence with fortitude enough ; but, 
at the end of that time, my princess lost all pa- 
tience, and said to her squire, " You deceive me, 
Marcog ; Diego must have some other reason for 
not coming hither : there is some mystery in it, 
which I must have explained: speak, therefore, I 
order you, and conceal nothing of the truth." — 
" Madam, (answered he, making use of another 
expedient) since you must know the truth, I will 
tell you, that he commonly found supper over 
when he went home, after our concert; and he does 
not choose to run the risk of going to bed with an 
empty stomacK." — " How! with an empty stomach? 
(cried she with marks of uneasiness) why had not 
you told me this sooner ? Go to bed supperless ! 

Eoor baby! Go to him instantly, and bring him 
ither this evening. He sha'nt go home with an 
empty stomach : there shall always be a plate of 
something reserved for him." 

" What do I hear ? Tsaid the usher, afiecting sur- 

frise at her discourse,; Heavens, what a change ! 
g it you, madam, that talk thus f How long have 
you been thus gentle and compassionate ?" — " How 
long! (replied she, hastily) since your abode in 
^his house; or rather since you condemned my 
disdainful carriage, and laboured to soften the 
roughness of my behaviour. But, alas! (added 
she, in a melting strain) I have passed from one 
extremity to another! from being haughty and 
insensible, I am become too soft and tender ! I 
love your young friend Diego, in spite of all my 
efforts to the contrary ; and his absence, instead of 
weakening, adds new vigour to my love!"— "Is 
ft possible (said the old man) that a lad, who is 
neither handsome nor genteel, should be the object 
o{ such a violent passion ? I would forgive your 
sentiments, bad they been inspired by some gentle^ 
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man of shining accomplishments." — ** Ah, Marcori 
(said Mergellma, interrupting him) I don't resem- 
ble the rest of my sex— or rather, notwithstanding 
all your long experience, you are but little ac- 
quainted with women, if yon think that merit 
sdways determines their choice. If I may be al* 
lowed to judge by myself^ deliberation has no share 
in their engagements ; love is a disorder of the 
mind, by which we are involuntarily dragged and 
fastened to the object — ^it is a distemper by which 
we are seized as dogs are with madness: cease 
therefore to represent Diego as unworthy of my 
tenderness: let it suffice that my love finds in him 
a thousand good qualities which escape your notice, 
and perhaps only exist in my imagination. It if 
vain for you to tell me, that neither his features 
nor his make deserve the least attention. He 
seems to be bom to captivate, and fairer than the 
day! besides, he has a sweetness of voice tiiat 
charms me, and, in my opinion, plays on the gui- 
tar with a grace peculiar to Umself." — ^**But, 
madam, (replied Marcos) do you consider who this 
Diego isf the meanness of his condition ^' — ^ Mine 
is not much higher than his, {said she, interrupting 
him again) and if I was even a woman of quality, 
that should be no objection.'' 

The result of this conversation was, that the 
usher, thinking he should mdke littie progress^ 
with his remonstrances, ceased to expose the in- 
fatuation of his mistress ; aa an expert pilot yields 
to the storm that drives him from the port in 
view. He did more for the satisfaction of his 
patroness^ for coming to me, he took me aside, 
and having recounted what passed between her 
and him; *^You see, Diego, (added he) that we 
cannot help continuing our concert at Mergellina's 
door. There is a necessity for that lady's, seeing 
you again, my friend; otherwise we shall commit 
some pi^e of indiscretion, that may do infinite 
prejudice to her reputation." I was not hard- 
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neartedj but told JVf arcos, I would in the twilight 
repair to the place of assignation, with my gui- 
tar, and that he might go and regale his mistress 
widi diis agreeable piece of news. In this he did 
not fail; and that passionate inamorata was ra- 
vished to understand that she should have the 
pleasure of seeing and hearing me that very even- 
ing. 

A disagreeable accident, however, had well nigh 
balked her expectation. For I could not leave 
the shop before night, which, for my sins, was ex- 
tremely dark ; and as I groped along the street, 
and had got about half way to the place of rendez- 
vous, I was crowned, from a window, with the 
contents of a perfuming pan, that did not at all 
delight my sense of smelling ; though I may safelv 
say, I lost none of it, so exactly was I equipped. 
In this condition, I did not know what course to 
take. Had I returned to the shop, I should have 
afforded a very diverting scene to my comrades, 
and exposed myself to a thousand unsavoury jests; 
and I was shocked at the thought of going in this 
fine pickle to Mergellina: this last, however, I 
resolved upon, and going to the physician's house, 
found the old squire waiting for me at the door. 
When he told me that Doctor Oloroso basing in 
bed, we might freely divert ourselves ; I answered, 
I must first clean my clothes; and then related 
my misfortune : he sympathized with me, and con- 
ducted me into a hall where his mistress was, 
who no sooner learned my adventure, and saw my 
condition, than she grieved for me as much as if I 
had met with the greatest misfortune ; and bestow- 
ed a thousand curses on the person who had thus 
accommodated me. << But, madam, (said Marcos 
to her) moderate your transports; ajid consider 
that this event, bemg the pure effect of chance, 
ought not to be so deeply resented." — "Why should 
not I (answered she) deeply resent the injury that 
has been done to this poor lamb, this dove without 
Vol. L H 
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gall, who does not even complain of the outrage 
he has received f O that I was a man this moment 
to revenge it !" 

She said a thousand things more that denoted 
the excess of her love, which she made appear no 
less by her actions ; for while Marcos was busied 
in wiping me with a towel, she ran to her chamber 
and fetched from it a box full of all sorts of per- 
fumes ; sweetening my clothes with the scent of 
odoriferous drugs which she burned, and after- 
wards sprinkling them all over with essences. The 
fumigation and aspersion performed, this charitable 
lady went herself into the kitchen for some bread, 
wine, and slices of roasted mutton, which she had 
set apart for my entertainment : and obliging me 
to eat, took pleasure in serving me, sometimes by 
cutting me victuals, and sometimes by filling wine; 
in spite of all that Marcos and I could say to dis- 
suade her from such condescension. When I had 
supped, we gentlemen of tlie band began to tune 
our voices to our guitars, and performed a con- 
cert that charmed MergelUna. We afiected, in- 
deed, to sing those airs, the words of which flatter- 
ed her passion ; and it must be observed, that while 
I sung, I frequently ogled her with the tail of my 
eye in such a manner, as blew the coals of love ; 
for I began to be pleased with the game. Although 
the concert lasted a long time, I was not at all 
tired ; and as for the lady, to whom the hours 
seemed minutes, she would willingly have spent 
the night in hearing us ; had not the old usher, to 
whom the minutes seemed hours, put her in mind 
of its being late. This she gave him the trouble 
to repeat ten or twelve times ; but she had to do 
with one who was indefatigable on that suWect, 
and who gave her no rest until I was gone. This 
experienced person, seeing his mistress abandoned 
to a foolish passion, was afraid of some cross acci^ 
dent : and his fear was soon justified : for the doc - 
tpr, either suspecting some secret intrigue, or dM^ 
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tated by the demon of jealousy, wha had respected 
him hi&erto, took it in his head to find fault with 
our concerts, which he forbad in a peremptory 
manner, and, without giving any reason for his 
disgust, declared that for the future he would 
suffer no strangers to come within his doors. 

Marcos advertised me of this declaration, which 
was particularly intended for me, and mortified 
me not a litde 5 for I had conceived hopes I was 
sorry to forego. Nevertheless, that I may act the 
faithful historian, I will own that I bore the mis- 
fortune with patience. This was not the case with * 
Mergellina, whosie sentiments were more inflamed 
than ever. " My dear Marcos ! (said she to her 
usher) from you alone I expect assistance : fall 
upon some method, I beg of you, to bring Diego 
and me together in private."—" What do you ask ! 
(cried the old man in a rage.^ I have been already 
but too complaisant, and will not undertake, by 
gratifying your silly passion, to dishonour my 
master, ruin your reputation, and entail infamy 
upon myself. I, who have always maintained the 
character of an irreproachable domestic I I wiM 
rather quit your family than ^erve you m such % 
shameful manner." — " Ah, Marcos ! (cried the lady, 
interrupting him, and frightened at his last words) 
you pierce my very heart, when you talk of leaving 
me ! Cruel man ! are you going to forsake me 
now, after having reduced me to this condition { 
Give me back my former pride, and that savage- 
ness of disposition you have deprived me of! Why 
do I not still possess these happy defects, which 
would have preserved my tranquillity: whereas 
your indiscreet remonstrances have robbed me of 
the repose I enjoyed ! You have corrupted my 
morals by endeavouring to correct^ them. — ^But 
what do I say (added she) wretch thai I am ! why 
do I reproach you unjustly ! No, my father, you 
^re not the author of my misfortune, which cruel 
fete ^oije decrees ! Dqn't therefore take notice. 
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1 conjure you, of the extravagant discourse that 
escapes me ! Alas ! my passion disorders my un- 
derstanding ! Have pity on my weakness ; you are 
all my comfort, and u you have any regard for 
my life, do not refiise your assistance. '* 

At these words, her tears redoubling in such a 
manner that she could not go on, she covered her 
face with her handkerchief, and tlurew herself upon 
a chair, like a person sinkmg under affliction. Old 
Marcos, who was perhaps the best soul of an usher 
that ever lived, could not resist such a moving 
sight, which affected him so much, that he even 
mingled his tears with those of his mistress, and 
said, with an air of tenderness, ^< Ah, madam, how 
bewitching you are ! I am not proof against your 
sorrow ! My virtue is vanquished, and I promise 
you my assistance. I am not surprised that love 
has been able to make you forget your duty, when 
pity only has severed me from mine." Accordingly, 
the usher, in spite of his irreproachable conduct - 
devoted Umself very obligingly to the passion of 
Mergellina, and having come one mormng to in- 
£>rm me of what had happened, told me at parting, 
that he had already concerted a plan for procuring 
a secret interview Between the lady and me. This 
re-animated my hope, but in less than two hours 
after I received a piece of very bad news. A jour- 
neyman apothecary in the neighbourhood, one of 
our customers, came in to be shaved, and while I 
prepared the lather, said, ^^ Signor Diego, what is 
the matter with your friend, the old squire, Marcos 
de Obregon ! Do you know that he is going to 
leave Doctor Oloroso ?'* Upon my answering in 
the negative, he resumed, '^ It is certainly true : he 
is to be dismissed this very day : his master and 
mine have been just talking on that subject, while 
I was by ; and to the best of my remembrance, 
their conversation was thus : ^ Signor Apuntador 
^said the physician) I have a favour to ask : being 
dissatisfied with an old usher who has served me 
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Mine time, I want to put my wife under the di- 
rection of a faithful, severe, and vigilant duenna.' 
— * I understand you, (said my master, interrupting 
him) you have occasion for Dame Melancia, who 
was my wife's govemante, and has lived in the 
family these six weeks that I hiave been a widower : 
though she is very useftd to me in housekeeping, 
I yield her to you, on account of my concern for 
your honour. You may depend upon her for the 
safety of your forehead : she is a jewel of a duenna,* 
and a very dragon to guard die chastity of the 
female sex : during the whole term of twelve years 
. that she was with my wife, who you know, was 
both young and handsome, I never saw so much 
as the shadow of a gallant in my house. No, 
faith ! it was no place for them to play pranks in, 
and let me tell you, the defunct, in the beginning, 
had a strong propensity to coquetry, but Dame 
Melancia soon reclaimed, and inspired her with a 
taste for virtue. In a word, she is a treasure, and 
you will thank me more than once for the pre- 
sent I make of her.' The doctor was rejoiced at 
this encomium, and Signor Apuntador and he are 
agreed, that the duenna shall this very day fill the 
place of the old usher." 

This piece of news, which I believed, and was 
c^rtainly true, disturbed the ideas of pleasure with 
whtch I had begun again to regale myself; and 
Marcos, in the afternoon, confounded diem effec- 
tuaUy, by confirming the report of the jourqej^ian 
apothecary. '^ My dear Diego, (said the honest 
usher) I am very glad that Doctor Oloroso has 
disr^issed me. A circumstance that spares me a 
gre it deal of trouble : for I not only found myself 



* The duennas are discreet females of amx)yed fidelity, 
to whose care the Spaniards commit the chastity of their 
wires and daughters — an office happily excluded from this 
land of virtuous freedom. 
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engaged in a bad eniplo3niient; but likewise under 
a necessity of contriving tricks and stratagems to 
bring Mergellina and you together in private. 
What a dilemma had I brought myself into? Thank 
Heaven, I am freed from those troublesome cares, 
and the dangers that attend them ! For your part, 
my son, you ought to console yourself for the loss 
of a few sweet moments, which might have been 
followed by numberless sorrows." I relished the 
reflection of Marcos, because I no longer had any 
hopes ; and thought no more of the afiair. I con<- 
fess, I was not one of those stubborn lovers who 
are animated by the obstacles in their way : but 
had I been such an one, Dame Melancia was 
enough to make me quit my pursuit : for the cha- 
racter I had heard of that duenna seemed capable 
of driving any gallant to despair. Nevertheless, 
in whatever colours she had been painted to me, I 
learned two or three days after, that the doctor^s 
wife had either lulled this Argus, or corrupted her 
fidelity. As I went out to shave one of my neigh- 
bours, a decent old woman stopping me in the 
street, asked if my name was not Diego de la Fu- 
enta : when I answered, Yes. " WeU, then (said 
she) you are the person I want Come this ni^t 
to Donna Mergellina's door, and make some signal 
by which you may be known and admitted into 
the house." — " Very well, (said I to her) we must 
first agree upon the signal. I can mimic a cat 
charmingly, and will mew several times. — " That^s 
enough (replied this she Mercury) I will report 
your answer. Your servant, Signor Diego— Heaven 
bless you — How handsome you are ! By St Agnes, 
if I were but fifteen years old, I would not choose 
to engage you for others." So sajdng, the officious 
beldame went away.^ 

You may well think I was furiously agitated 
by this message. Adieu the reflection of Marcos ! 
I expected night with the utmost impatience, and 
when I thought Doctor Oloroso might be asleep, 
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n^ent to her door, where I mewed so loud as to be 
heard at a good distance, and did great honour to 
the master who taught me such a polite art In a 
moment, Mergellina herself having opened the 
door softly and let me in, shut it again in the 
san^e manner ; and we went together into the hall 
where our last concert was held, and which was 
lighted by a small lamp that glimmered in the 
chimney ; we sat down close by one another, for- 
the benefit of conversing more at our ease ; and 
were both very much affected : with this difference, 
however, that pleasure alone was the occasion of 
her emotion ; while mine partook a little of fear. 
My princess in vain assured me, that we had no- 
thing to dread on account of her husband ; I was 
seized with a fit of shivering that disturbed my 
joy. " Madam (said I to her) how have you been 
able to deceive the vigilance of your governante f 
After what I had heard of Dame Melancia, I did 
not think it possible for you to find means to let 
me hear from you, much less to give me a personal 
interview." Donna MergeUina, smiling at my dis- 
course, answered, " You will cease to be surprised 
at the private opportunity we now enjoy, after I 
have told you what passed between my duenna 
and me. When she came first into the family, my 
husband loaded her with civilities, and said to me, 
* Mergellina, I commit you to the conduct of this 
discreet gentlewoman, who is a summary of all the 
virtues : a mirror which you must always have be- 
fore your eyes, for yqur improvement in wisdom : 
this admirable person governed an apothecary's 
wife (a friend of mine) twelve years ; and that in 
such an uncommon manner, that she became a 
kind of saint, under her instruction.' 

" This encomium, which the severe look of Dame 
Melancia did not belie, cost me a world of tears, 
and threw me into despair. I represented to my- 
self the lectures I must hear from morn to night, 
and the rebukes I must every day undergo. In 
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short, I expected to be the most unhappy woman 
in the world : and thinking it needless to be on the 
reserve, in such a cruel state of expectation, I sadd 
to my duenna, with a resolute air (as soon as I 
found myself alone with her) ' You are doubtless 
preparing a great many sufferings for me; but I 
think proper to advertise you beforehand, that I 
have not a great deal of patience ; and that I will 
endeavour to give you as many mortifications as I 
can : in the mean time, I declare that my heart 
entertains a passion which all your remonstrances 
shall not impair ; so you may take your measures 
accordingly, and redouble your vigilance; for I 
confess I will spare nothing to deceive it' At 
these words, the grim-faced duenna (who, I ima« 
gined, was about to give me a sample of her office) 
cleared up her austere countenance, and said witn 
a smiling air, ' I am charmed with your humour, 
your frankness encourages mine, and I see we are 
designed for one another : Ah, my fair Mergellina! 
how little are you acquainted with me when you 
judge by the character your spouse the doctor 
gives me, and by this sour aspect I'assume ! I am 
so far from being an enemy to pleasure, that my 
sole motive for hiring myself as the minister of 
jealous husbands is, that I may the more effec- 
tually serve the handsome wives. I have long 
possessed the great mystery of disguising myself; 
and I may call myself doubly happy, because I 
enjoy the convenience of sin and the reputation 
of virtue at the same time. Between you and me, 
this is the scope of mankind in general: virtue 
itself is too difficult to be acquired ; and therefore 
people are satisfied with possessing the appearances 
of it. 

" * Leave your conduct to my direction, f added 
the govemante) and I warrant you, we will soon 
impose upon old Doctor Oloroso, who, by my troth, 
shall soon share the fate of Signor Apuntador ; for 
I don't see why the forehead of a physician should 
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be more respected than that of an apothecary. 
Poor Apnntador! how many tricks his wife and I 
have played him ! She was a lovely creature ! a 
good-hnmoured soul, heaven rest it f I can assure 
you she made a good use of her youth ; and did 
not want abundance of admirers, whom I intro- 
duced to the house without ever being discovered 
by her husband : look upon me, therefore, madam, 
with a more favourable eye, and be persuaded, 
that whatever talent the old squire might have for 
your service, you will lose nothing by the change, 
and perhaps find me still more useful than he was." 
" I leave you to judge, Diego, (continued Mer- 
gellina) how much I thought myself obliged to 
the duenna for this frank declaration, for I looked 
upon her as a person of the most austere virtue ; 
so apt are peojde to be deceived in women. Her 
sincerity gained my heart in a moment; I embraced 
her in a transport of joy, that convinced her how 
much I was charmed with my lot, in having her 
for a govemante; and afterwards freely imparted 
my sentiments to her, and begged that she would, 
without loss of time, contrive a private meeting 
with you, which she has not failed to procure. 
This very morning she set at work that old woman 
who spoke to you, and who is an agent whom she 
often employed for the apothecary's wife. But the 
most pleasant part of this adventure (added she, 
laughing) is, that Melancia, understanding from me 
that my husband commonly sleeps sound, has gone 
to bed to him, and this very minute supplies my 

Slace." " So much the worse, madam, (said I to 
lergellina) I cannot approve this invention : your 
husband may wake and perceive the cheat." — "He 
cannot perceive it (answered she, with some pre- 
. cipitalion;) do not be uneasy on that score; nor 
let a groundless panic poison the delight you ought 
lo enjoy with a young lady who has a regard for 
vou." 
The old doctor's wife, observing that I waft stilt 
H Voi^ I. 
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dismayed, notwithstanding her assurance, didjeveiy 
thing in her power to encourage me, and practised 
so many different endeavours for that purpose, that 
she succeeded at last, and I resolved to pro^t by 
the occasion ; but just a8> Cupid, attended by the 
Sports and Smiles, was about to crown my happi- 
ness, we were astonished by a loud rap at the street 
door. Immediately Love and his train took wing, 
like a flock of fearful birds dispersed by sudden 
noise 1 — ^Mergellina concealed me in a hurry under 
a table that was in the hall ; then blowing out the 
lamp, as had been agreed upon between her gover- 
nante and her, in case such a cross accident should 
happen, she went to the chamber where her hus- 
band was a-bed. In the mean time the whole 
house rung with the repeated knocks that were 
thundered at the door: and the doctor, starting 
out of his sleep, called Melancia. — ^The duenna, 
jumping out of bed (although the doctor, who mis- 
took her for his wife, bid her lie still) joined her 
mistress in the dark, who, feeling her, called Me- 
lancia also, and bid her go and see who knocked 
at the door : ^' Madam (answered the governante) 
I am here — Go to bed again, if you please, and 1 
will go and see what is the matter." Meanwhile 
Mergellina, having undressed, slipt into bed to the 
doctor, who had not the least suspicion of tl^ trick. 
— 'Tis true, indeed, this scene was performed in 
the dark by two actresses, one of whom was match- 
less in her way, and the other an admirable pro- 
ficient. 

The duenna, wrapped in a robe de chambre^ 
appeai*ing soon after with a candle in her band^ 
said to her master, '< Signor Doctor, be so good as 
to rise : the bookseller, Fernandez de Buendia, our 
neighbour, has fallen into an apoplexy, and you 
are desired to go with all haste to his assistance." 
The physician dressed himself as soon as he could, 
and went away ;v while his wife, in a loose gown, 
came along with the dtteama into the hall where 
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I was, and drawing me from mider the table, more 
dead than alive, " You have nothing to fear, Diego 
(said she) recollect yourself." Then, in a few 
words, she told me what had happened, and want- 
ed to renew the conversation which had been 
interrupted ; but this the govemante opposed, say- 
ing, " Madam, perhaps your husband will find the 
bookseller dead, and return immediately. Besides 
(added she, perceiving me benumbed with fear) 
what would you do with this poor lad ? He is 
in no condition to maintain the conference, which 
you had better defer till to-morrow." — ^Donna Mer- 
gellina consented to this proposal, not without 
regret ; so well did she love the present time : and 
I believe she was very much mortified, that she 
could not then bestow upon the doctor the new 
cap she had destined for him. 

As for my own part, less sorry for having been 
balked of love's most precious favours, than glad 
to be out of danger, I went back to my master's 
house, where I spent the night in reflecting upon 
my adventure.-^I hesitated some time about going 
to the place of rendezvous next night, having as bad 
an opinion of this second enterprise as of the first : 
but the devil, who is always laying close siege to 
us, or rather, on such occasions, takes possession 
of our faculties, suggested that I should be a great 
booby to stop short in the middle of such a delight- 
ful journey, represented to my fancy MergeUina 
adorned with new charms, and heightened the 
value of the pleasures that awaited me : so that I 
resolved to pursue my point, and flattering myself 
with the hope of behaving with more courage than 
before, I repaired in this disposition to the doctor's 
door, between eleven and twelve next night, which 
was so dark that not one star appeared in the fir- 
mament. I mewed two or three times, to give 
notice that I was in the street ; and nobody coming 
to the door, 1 not only repeated the signal, but 
9i8o mimicked dl the difierent expressions of a 
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cat, which a shepherd of Olmedo had taught me ; 
and acquitted myself so well, that a neighbour 
going home, and mistaking me for one of those 
animals whose notes I imitated, took op a flint 
stone he found at his feet and threw it at me with 
his wliole strength, sajdng, " Curse on the cater-* 
wauler !" I received the blow upon my head, 
which stunned me so much, that I had wellnigh 
tumbled backwards. I felt myself wounded: a 
circur-;tT»nce suflicient to give me a disgust to 
gallarfEf^; and, losing my love with my blood, 
returned to our house, where I alarmed and raised 
the whole family. My master examined and dress- 
ed my wound, which het thought dangerous ; but 
it was attended with no bad consequence, and in 
three weeks disappeared. — During all that time I 
heard not one syllable about Mergellina : and it is 
not unlikely that Dame Melancia, in order to de^ 
tach her from me, introduced her to some better 
acquaintance. But this gave me no concern, foi 
as soon as I found myself perfectly cured, I left 
Madrid, in order to perform my tour of Spadn. 



CHAPTER Vni. 



SiGNOR Diego de Fuenta recounted a good 
many more adventures that had happened to him ; 
but, in my opinion, so little worth the breath they 
cost, that I shall pass them over in silence ; though 
I was obliged to hear the recital, which was so 
tedious, that it brought us as far as Ponte d^ 
Duera. In this village we staid the remaining 
part of the day ; and at the inn where we lodged, 
ordered for supper a dish of cabbage-soup and a 
roasted bare, the species of which we were at great 
pains to prove beforehand. On the morrow^ aV 



ADVENTUBE3 OF GIL ^hS. 173 

lireak of day, we p^rsui^d our journey, after baving 
replemshed our bottle with pretty good wine, add 
ftmpdsbed our knapsack with some slices of bread, 
and the half of the bare which remained from our 
supper. 

When we had gone about two leagues, we began 
to be hungry ; and perceiving several large trees, 
which formed an agreeable shade in the fieldcs 
about two hundred paces from the highway, we 
went thither to make a halt, and foun4oft man, 
seven or eight and twenty years old, soa: i>g some 
crusts in a fountain. A long sword lay by him on 
the grass, with an havresack, of which he had un- 
loackd his shoulders ; and thoup-h be was poorly 
clothed, he discovered a good shape and mien. — 
We accosted him in a civil manner, upon which he 
saluted us with great complaisance ; and present- 
ing his crusts, asked with a smile, if we would be 
of his mess ; we answered yes, provided he would 
give us leave to improve the repast, by joining our 
breakfast with his. He freely consenting, we im- 
mediately produced our victuals, which afforded 
no unpleasing view to the stranger, who cried in a 
transport of joy, "How, gentlemen! egad there's 
store of ammunition for the belly ! I see you are 
provident people; for my own part, I seldom tra- 
vel so well provided, but depend a good deal upon 
chance^ I*}otwithstanding my present situation, 
however, I may say, without vanity, that I some- 
times make a pretty brilliant appearance. — ^You 
must know, thM I am usually treated like a prince, 
and have guards in my train." — " I understand 
you, (said Diego) you would intimate that you are 
a player." — " You have hit it (replied the other;) 
I have acted these fifteen years at least; for I 
performed some small parts while I was yet a 
child." — " To be plain with you (said the barber, 
shaking his head) I can scarce believe what you 
say. — ^I know what sort of people the comedians 
Are ', these gentlemen do not travel a-foot, and dine 
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with St Anthony as you do ; therrfore. I €mm(A 
help thinking that you are no more than a esaidle>- 
fflauffer."— " You may think of me as you please 
(replied the stage-player ;) but I affirm, that I-act 
the very top parts, and among the rest that of the 
lover." — " If that be the case (said my comrade) 
I congratulate you upon it ^ and am very prou^ 
that Signor Gil Bias and I have the honour to 
breakfast with a person cf£ such importance." 

We then began to gnaw our crusts, and the pre- 
cious remains of the hare, bestowing such rude 
embraces on the bottle, that it was empty in a very 
short time; and being so busy with what we were 
about, that we scarce spoke one word during the 
repast ; which being ended, the conversation was 
thus resumed : ^ I am surprise (said the barber to 
the player^ to see you in such indifferent circum-^ 
stances : for a stage hero, methinks, you have a 
very needy appearance : you will pardon my free- 
dom." — " Your freedom! (cried the actor) ah! 
truly you are little acquainted with Mekhior 
Zapata. Thank Heaven, I am not at all exceptions-: 
you do me a pleasure in speaking so fi*ankly; for i 
myself love to tell my mind without reswve. I 
sincerely own I am not rich. — Look, (added he, 
showing that his doublet was lined with play^bUls) 
this is the stuff that usually serves me for lining ; 
and if you have any curiosity to see my wardrobe, 
it shall be forthwith gratified." At the same time 
he took out of his knapsack an old suit laced with 
tinsel, a sorry hat widi some old plumes of fea- 
thers, a pair of silk stockings full of holes, and red 
buskins very much worn. " You see (said be) I 
am tolerably poor." — " That's what surprises me 
(replied Diego.) So you have neither wife nor 
daughter .?" — *' I have a wife, young and hand* 
some, (said Zapata) yet I am never a bit the better 
for it, so wonderfully capricious is toy fate. I 
married a beaudful actress, in hopes that she 
would not let me starve; and unfortunately fyc 
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Aie, she is incmruptibly chaste. Who the devil 
would not have been deceived as I was f There 
happened to be one virtuous woman among the 
stroUers, and she must fall to my lot !" — " Truly 
you have had bad luck (said the barber :) but why 
did not you marry an actress of the king's com- 

Eany at Madrid, in which case you could not 
ave been disappointed ?" — " { grant it, (replied 
the player) bat a plague upon it, a little country- 
stroller dares not aspire to those famous heroines : 
that is as much as an actor of the prince's company 
<an do ; some of whom are even obliged to match 
• in the city. — Luckily for them, the city is well 
iBtored, and they often light on yoke-fellows not a 
whit inferior to those princesses who were brought 
up behind the scenes." 

** Have you never endeavoured (said my com- 
panion to him) to be introduced into that compa- 
ny ? Must one have infinite merit to be admitted 
into it f " — " Good ! (replied Melchior) you are 
merry with your infinite merit. — It is composed 
of twenty actors : ask dieir character in town, and 
you will hear them finely handled. More than one 
half deserve to carry die knapsack still ; but for 
all that it is no easy matter to be received among 
them. One must have money, or powerful friends, 
to supply the want of talents. — This I ought to 
know, since I am just come from making a trial at 
Madrid, where I have been hooted and hissed in a 
hellish manner, although I deserved to be applaud- 
ed to the skies ; for I roared, ranted, burlesqued 
nature an hundred times! and moreover, in my 
declamation, clapped my clinched fist to my prin- 
cess's nose. — In a word, I performed in the taste 
of the great actors in vogue ; and yet the same 
audience that relished this behaviour in them, 
could not endure it in me. — ^You see the force of 
prejudice ! wherefore, finding myself incapable of 
pleasing on that stage, and having nothing to se- 
cure my reception in defiance, of the town, I a«i 
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going back to Zamora, where I shall rejoin mf 
wife and comrades, who are not in the most iou- 
rishing circumstances. God grant that we may 
not be obliged to beg our way to the next town; 
a misfortune which has already happened to us 
more than once." 

With these words the prince of the drama sprung 
up, shouldered his knapsack, girded on his sword, 
and, at parting, pronounced with a theatrical air, 
" Gentlemen, adieu I may the gods exhaust their 
bounties on you." — " And you (replied Diego ;) 
roay you, at your return to Zamora, beh(^ your 
$ wife's condition and temper changed." Signor 25a- 
pata no sooner showed nis heels than he began to 
rehearse as he walked, and immediately the barber 
and I hissed, to put him in mind of his trial : the 
noise reaching hb ears, he thought he still heard 
the cat-calls of Madrid ; upon which he looked 
back, and perceiving that we made merry at his 
expence, far from being incensed at our buffoonery, 
took aU in good part and continued his noise^ 
bursting into fits of laughter all the way. We re- 
turned his mirth with all our might i and gettin(^ 
back into the high road pursued our journey. 



CHAPTER IX. 



Having slept that ni^t between Moyados 
and Valpuesta, in a little village wlM>se name I 
have forgot, we arrived next day, about eleven 
o'clock in the forenoon, in the plain of Ohnedo, 
" Signor Gil Bias (said my comrade) there is the 
place of my nativity, which I cannot behold again 
widiout transport; so natural is it to love one's 
country." — " Signor Diego (answered I,) one who 
expresses such regard for his native country mi^it. 
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1(1 think, h^ve spoke of it a little mor^ gdvaotage- 
ou^ly than you have done : Oknedo seems to be a 
. city, 9iid you told me it was only a tillage. It 
ought, at least, to be dignified with the epithet of 
market-town." — " I beg its pardon (replied the bar- 
ber ;) but 1 must own, that after having seen Ma- 
drid, Toledo, Saragossa, and all the great cities I . 
touched at in making my tqur of Spain, I look 
upon the small ones as villages." As we advanced 
lOtQ die plain, we thought we observed a great 
concourse of people near Olmedo; and when we 
were near enough to discern objects, we found 
something to attract our attention. 

There were three tents pitched at a small dis- 
tance from one another, and hard by a great num- 
ber of cooks and scullions preparing a feast : some 
laid the cloth on long tables, placed under the 
tents; some filled eartfien pitchers with wine; 
others made the pot9 boil, and others again turned 
q)its that were loaded with all sorts of meat : but 
what I considered more attentively than all the 
rest was a great stage, raised and adorned with 
decorations of painted paper of difierent colours, 
and garnished with Greek and Latin devices. The 
barber no sooner perceived the inscriptions than 
he said, " All these Greek mottos savour strongly 
of my unde Thomas, who, I'll hold a wager, has a 
hand in the business, for, between you and me, he 
' is a learned man, and has a power of college books 
by heart : his greatest fault is, that he incessantly 
quotes passages from them in conversation, which 
is not agreeable to everybody. Besides (added 
he) my uncle has translated a good many'Grefik 
and Latm authors, and is quite master of the ap- 
cienj^s, as one may see Ir^ the learned remarks 
whicn he has made ; had it not been for him, we 
ahoold never have known, that in the city of 
Athens children cried when they were flogged : 
we owe that discovery to his profound erudition." 
After my comrade and I had observed all tbcv^ 
M 2 Vol. I. n 
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tilings tiiuch I kave mentioned, we were enrioif 
fo know the cause of such preparations, and went 
forward to enquire, when Diego recognized &e 
director of the feast, Signor Thomas de la Fuenta, 
whom he accMted with great eagerness. The 
school-master did not, at first, know the young 
barber ; so much was he altered during an absence 
of ten years : but, recollecting him at last, he em* 
braced him affectionately, saying, *< What ! do I 
' see thee then, Diego, my dear nephew ? Do I see 
thee returned to tiie town where thou first sawest 
the light ? Thou art come to visit thy household* 
gods ; and Heaven restores thee safe and sound to 
thy kindred ! O day, thrice and four^times happy 1 
O day, worthy to be marked with a white stone ! 
A world of changes have happened, my friend 
(pursued he |) thy uncle Pedro, the poet, has faUen 
a victim to Pluto, having died three months ago. 
That miser, while alive, was afraid of wanting the 
necessaries of life. Argenti pallebat amore. For 
though he received large pensions from several 
grandees, he did not spend ten pistoles a year for 
his subsistence ; and was even served by a valet 
wh6m he did not maintain. That fool, more sense- 
less than the Grecian Aristippus, who ordered his 
slaves to throw away, in the deserts of Africa, the 
riches they carried, as a burtiien that incommoded 
them in their march — he, I say, heaped up all the 
gold and silver he could scrape together ; and for 
whom ? for those very heirs he would not so much 
as see. He died worth thirty thousand ducats« 
which diy father, thy uncle Bertrand, and I, have 
equally shared among us ; so that we are able to 
settle pur children to our heart's desire. My bro* 
flier Nicholas has already disposed of thy sister 
Theresa, whom he has given in marriage to the 
'soa of one of our alcades. Cpnnubio junxit sta- 
bill, propriumque dicavit These nuptials, per- 
liMrmed under the most haqi^y auspices, we have 
celebrated these two days with such preparation ; 
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ifitree tents being pitched in the pladn, one for each 
of the three heirs of Pedro, who, in their turn^ 
"bear the expence of the day. I wish thou hadst 
arrived sooner, to have seen the beginning of our 
rejoicings. The day before yesterday, when they 
were married, thy father gave a sumptuous enter- 
tainment, which was followed by a course of the 
ring : thy uncle, the mercer, treated yesterday, and 
regaled us with a pastoral feast ; ten of the genteel- 
est youths, and as many handsome maidens, were * 
dressed like shepherds, all the ribbons and points 
in his shop being employed to adorn them.-— This ^ 
gay compaiiy performed several dances, and sung 
a diousand light and tender catches : nevertheless, 
though nothing was ever more gallant, the specta- 
tors did not seem to relish it, which shows that 
pastoral is quite out of date. 

" To-day (added he) every thing is to be at my 
cost, and I will exliibit to the inhabitants of Ol- 
medo a show of my own invention. Finis coronabit 
opus. I have ordered a theatre to be raised, on 
which (God wiDii:^) I will make my scholars re- 
present a piece of my own composing, entitled, 
' The Diversions of Muley Bugentuf, King of Mo- 
rocco.' It will be extremely well acted, because 
I have scholars who declaim like the players of 
Madrid : they are the sons of fashionable people 
Jliving at Pennafiel and Segovia^ who are boarded 
w^tlj^me, and are become excellent actors under 
my mstruction. Their performance will appear to 
be of a masterly stamp, ut ita dicam. Widi regard 
to the piece, I shall say nothing, that thou mayest 
enjoy the pleasure of surprise ; but only observe 
that it must transport the spectators : for it is one 
of those tragic subjects, which wake the soul by 
the images of death they present to the view.— S 
am of Aristotle's opinion, that the chief end cff 
tragedy is to raise terror. Oh ! if I had attached 
myself to the drama, I would have introduced 
xtoxie but bloody-muytded princes and heroic assas^ 



180 ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS 

sins on the scene, and would have bathed myself 
in gore : and in my tragedies not only the principal 
persons, but even their guards should have perish- 
ed, I would have murdered them all, to the very 
prompter. In a word, my taste is horror : and we 
see that such poems captivate the multitude, sup- 
port the luxury of the players, and enable the 
author to live at his ease." 

Just as he had done speaking, we saw coming 
out of the village into the plain a great concourse 
of men and women. These were no other than 
the new married couple, accompanied by dieir 
relations and friends, and preceded by ten or 
twelve musicians, who, playing all together, per- 
formed a most thundering concert. We went up 
to meet them, and Diego made himself known ; 
upon which the whole assembly broke out into 
shouts of joy, and every one was eager to embrace 
him ; so that he was sufficiently employed in re- 
ceiving their expressions of friendship. His whole 
family, as well as all who were present, having 
well nigh smothered him with caresses, his father 
said to him, " Welcome, Diego ; thou findest thy 
parents somewhat bettered in their circumstances, 
my child. I shall say no more at present, but ex- 
plain myself more particularly by and by." Mean- 
while the company, advancing into the plain, re- 
paired to the tents, and sat down at the tables 
that were covered ; and I and my companion, whom 
I would not quit, dined with the bridegroom and 
bride, who seemed to be very well matched. The 
repast was pretty long, because the school-master 
had the vanity to furnish three courses, in order 
to excel his brothers, who had not treated with 
such magnificence. 

After the banquet, all the guests expressed im- 
patience to see the representation of Signor Tho- 
mas's piece, not doubting (as they said) that the 
production of such a fine genius would answer 
thwr most sahguine expectation. Accordingly, ap- 
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broaching the stage, before which the musicians 
tiad already taken their seats, in order to play 
between the acts, every body, in the most profound 
silence, waited for tihte beginning. The actors 
appeared on the seenO) and the author, with his 
poem in his hand, sat down on one side, to prompt 
tfiem. It was not without reason that he told us 
Ae piede was tra^cal ; for, in the first act, the 
king of Morocco, by way of recreation, shot an 
hundred Moorish slaves with arrows : in the second, 
he beheaded thirty Portuguese offi^rs, whom one 
of his captains had made prisoners of war : and in 
the third and last, this monarch, mad with his 
wives, set fire with his own hand to a detached 
palace in which they were shut up, and reduced 
them and it to ashes. The Moorish slaves, as well 
as the Portuguese officers, were figures of ozier, 
very artfully made : and the palace, composed of 
paper, seemed all of a flame by an artificial fire- 
work. This conflagration, accoiBpanied with a 
thousand doleful shrieks, that seemed to issue 
from the midst of the flames, concluded the piece, 
and closed the scene in a very diverting manner. 
The whole plain echoed with the applause that 
was given to such a fine tragedy, which justified 
the good taste of the poet, and showed that he 
knew how to choose his subject. 

I thought there was no more to be seen, after 
the Diversions of Muley Bugentuf ; but I was mis- 
taken : for we were advertised of a new show by 
the sound of drums and trumpets. This was a 
distribution of prizes : Thomas de la Fuenta, to 
make the feast more solemn, having ordered all 
his scholars (as well those who were boarded with 
him as the rest) to compose, and intending to 
bestow on those who had succeeded best, bool^ 
bought at Segovia with his own coin. Immediately, 
therefore, two school-forms were brought upon the 
stage, with a press full of little books handsomely 
b€Fund; then all the actors returned upon tho 
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•cene^ and Pranged themselves round Signor "nM^^ 
mas, who looked as big as the head master of a 
college, and held a paper in his hand on which 
were written the names of those who were to 
obtain the prizes: this he gave to the king of 
Morocco, who began to read it with a loud voice f 
and every scholar who was called, going in a re- 
spectful manner, received a book from the pedant, 
who was afterwards crowned with bays, and or- 
dered to sit down on one of the benches, that he 
might be exposed to the admiration of the cro^d. 
Nevertheless, how desirous soever the school-master 
was of sending home the spectators satisfied, he 
could by no means effect it ; because having dis- 
tributed almost all the prizes among bis boarders, 
as the custom is, the mothers of some of the rest, 
being present, were offended : and openly accused 
the pedant of partiality, in such a manner, that 
this entertainment, which had hitherto been so 
glorious for him, had like to have ended in xai^ 
chief, like the feast of the Lapitbse. 
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CHAPTER L 



XXAVING staid some time with the young barber^ 
I afterwards joined a merchant of Segovia with 
four mules, on which he had transported goods to 
y alladolid, and was returning with them unloaded. 
We became acquainted on the road, and he con- 
ceived such a friendship for me, that he insisted 
upon my lod^ng at his house when we arrived at 
Segovia. There he detained me two days ; and 
when I was ready to set out for Madrid, along with 
a carrier, he entrusted me with a letter, which he 
desired I would in person deliver according to the 
direction, without telling me that it was a recom- 
mendation. I did not fail to present it to Signor 
Mattheo Melendez, a woollen-draper, who lived 
near the Sun-gate, at the corner of the Trunkmaker's- 
street ; and he no sooner opened it, and read the 
contents, than he said, with a complaisant air 
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" Signor Gil Bla«, Pedro Pelacio, my correspoit 
denty writes so pressingly in your behalf, that I 
cannot dispense with your lodging at my house* 
He moreover entreats me to find a place for you ; 
and I undertake the office with pleasure, being 
persuaded that I shall find no difficulty in procur- 
ing for you a good settlement." 

I accepted the offer of Melendez with so much 
the more joy, as my finances were sensibly dimi- 
nished : but I did not live long at his expence ; for 
in eight days he gave me to know, that he had 
recommended me to a gentleman of his acquaint- 
ance who wanted a valet de chambre ; and that, 
in all probability, I should be preferred to the post. 
The gentleman coming in at that moment, ^^ Signor 
(said Melendez, showing me to him^ this is the 
young man I mentioned to you. He is a youth of 
honour and sobriety, and I can answer for his good 
behaviour as much as for my own." The cavalier, 
having looked at me attentively, said he liked my 
countenance, and took me into his service. '^ He 
may follow me now (added he) and I will instruct 
him in his duty." At these words he bade the mer- 
chant good-morrow, and conducting me into the 
great street just by St. Philip's church, we entered 
a pretty good house, one wing of which he possess- 
ed ; and, going up five or six steps of a stair, he 
introduced me into a chamber, secured by two 
strong doors, which he opened, and in tlie first I 
perceived a small window grated with iron; through 
this chamber we went into another, where there 
was a bed and other furniture, more calculated for 
convenience than show. 

If my new master considered me attentively at 
the house of Melendez, I examined him with great 
earnestness in my turn. He was a man turned of 
£fty, seemed to be serious and reserve^}, though 
good-natured withal ; so that I conceived no bad 
opinion of him. He puJt several questions to i^e 
About my family/ and being satisfied with my aib 
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iS^erd, ^* Gil Bias, (said he^ I believe thou art a 
sensible young fellow, and I am very glad to have 
«uch an one in my service. As for thee, thou shalt 
have no cause to complain : 1 will give thee six 
nals a day for victuals, clothes, wages, and all^ 
exclusive of some litde perquisites thou mayest 
enjoy, and I am easily served ; for I keep no table, 
but always dine abroad. — ^All that thou hast to do 
in a morning is to clean my clothes, and thou shalt 
be at thy own disposal during the rest of the day t 
take care only to come back early in the evening, 
and wait for me at the door. This is all I exact.'^ 
After having thus prescribed my duty, he took out 
his purse, and gave me six rials as a beginning to 
ftdfil articles ; tiben going out, he locked the doors 
himself^ and putting the keys in his pocket, 
" Friend (said he) don't follow ,me : go where you 
please, but be sure to be on the stair when I return 
in the evening." So saying, he left me to dispose 
of myself as I should think proper. 

'< in good faith, Gil Bias (said I to myself) thou 
couldst not have found a better master : what ! to 
light on a man who, for brushing his clothes and 
helping him to dress of a morning, gives me six 
riaos per day, with liberty to walk and take my 
diversion like a scholar during the vacation ! Egad^ 
diis is the happiest of all situations ! No wpnder 
that I was so desirous of being at Madrid : I bad 
certainly some supernatural intimation of the hap- 
piness that awaited me.'' I spent the day m 
strolling about the streets, diverting myself with 
looking at every thing that was new to me, and 
this gave me sufficient employment. In the even- 
mg, after having supped at an eating-house not far 
from our lodgings, I betook myself to the place 
whither my master had ordered me to repair, and 
where he himself arrived three quarters of an hour 
after me^ 3»e.emingly well pleased with my punctu- 
ality. " Very well (said he) this is right : I love to 
jee servants attentive to their duty." So saying 
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be opened the doors ot his apartmeat, and shaft 
them again as soon as we had got in : being in the 
dark, be took a tinder-box and struck a light, by 
the help of which I assisted to undress him. When 
he was a-bed, I lighte^, by his order, a lamp that 
stood in his chimney, and carried the candle into 
the antichamber, where I went to sleep in a bed 
without curtains. — ^Next morning he got up be- 
tween nine and ten o^clock, and, when I had qusted 
his clothes, counted me six more rials, and dianiss- 
ed me till the evening : after which he went out 
also, not without locking his doors with great csure ; 
so we parted again for the remaining parjt of the 
day. 

Such was our manner of living, which I found 
very agreeable ; and the best joke of all was, I did 
not know my master's name : Melendez himself 
was ignorant of it, being only acquainted with him 
as a gentleman who came sometimes to his shop^ 
and bought cloth of him as he had occasion for it 
Our neighbours could give me no better informa-* 
tion ; all of them assuring me that my master was 
utterly unknown to them, although he had lived 
two years in the ward. They told me that he 
visited nobody in the neighbourhood ; and some oi 
them, accustomed to make rash inferences, con- 
cluded from thence that he was no better than he 
should be. They went still farther, suspecting 
him to be a spy of the king of Portugal, and cha- 
ritably advertised me of the suspicion, that I might 
take my measures accordingly. I was disturbed at 
this advice ; and reflected, Uiat if the thing was so^ 
I should run the risk of visiting the prison of Ma^ 
drid. I could not confide in my innocence, my past 
misfortunes having tau^t me to dread justice ; for 
I had found by experience, that if she does not put 
the innocent to death, she at least treats them with 
so little hospitality, that her lodgers are always in 
a very melancholy situation. 

In such a delicate conjuncture I consulted Me- . 
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ieadez, who did not know how to advise me^ for, 
if he could not believe that my master was a spy, 
on the other Jiand, he had no certain reason to 
think otherwise ; so that I resolved to observe my 
patron narrowly, and to leave him if I should per- 
ceive that he was undoubtedly an enemy to the* 
state ; but I thought prudence, ^and the easiness of 
my place, required that I should be first perfectly 
sure of his practices. With this view I began to 
keep a strict eye over his actions : and in order to 
sound him, ^^ Sir (said I, one evening, while I un- 
dressed him) one does not know how to live so as to 
avoid slander: the world is very malicious, and 
we, among others, are very little obliged to our 
neighbours. Tou cannot guess in what manner 
the malicious creatures talk of us." — ^^ Right, Gil 
Bias, (answered he) but what can they say of us, 
child ?'' — " Ah ! truly (I replied^ scandal never 
wants matter. Virtue herself furnishes food for it 
Our neighbours say that we are dangerous people, 
and deserve to be taken notice of by the govern- 
ment. In a word, you are thought to be a spy for 
the king of Portugal." White I pronounced these 
words, I looked hard at my master, as Alexander^ 
eyed bis physician ; and employing all my penetra- 
tion to discover 'what efiect my report produced in 
him, thought I observed an emotion that too well 
agreed with the conjectures of the neighbourhood, 
and he fell into a fit of musing, upon which I did 
not put the most favourable construction ; but he 
soon recovered himself, and said, with an air of 



* Alexander the Great having received a letter, intimat- 
ing that his physician intend^ to poison him, took the 
cup of medicine which he prescribed, and swallowing it 
without hesitation put the letter into the suspected person's 
hand, fixing his eye stedfastljr upon him, while he read it, 
hi order to distingiush in his countenance the signs ^ 
innocence or guilt 
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traiiquilliQr, << Gil Bias, let oar neighboim think «B 
thev please, without making our peace depend on 
.their imaginations; and since we give them no 
cause to think amiss of us, let their opinion give ii» 
no uneasiness." 

Upon this he went to bed, and I fcdlowed his 
example, without knowing what to think of the 
matter. Next day, just as we were going out ia 
the morning, we heard a loud rap at the outward 
door ; my master opened the other, and looking 
through the small grate saw a decent s(M of a ma& 
at it, who said, " Signor Cavalier, I am an alguaziV 
and come hither to tell you that the eorregidor 
would speak with you." — " What does he want 
with me.*" (replied my patron) — ^ That I am igno* 
rant of, Signor^ (said the alguadl ;) but if you will 
take the trouble to go to his house, you will soon 
know." — ^< I am his most humble servant (resumed 
my master) but have no manner of business widi 
him." So saying, he shut the second door ; and 
having walked up and down for some time, like one 
alarmed at the discourse of the alguazil, put six 
rials into my hand, saying, ^ Gil Bias, thou mayest 
go out, my friend. I do not intend to go abroad so 
early, and have no further occasion for thee this 
morning." These words made me believe that the 
fear of being apprehended obliged him to stay at 
home ; so that when I left him, in order to see if 
my suspicions were unjust, I bid myself in a place 
from whence I could see him if he should come 
out; and should have had the padence to stay 
there the whole morning, had he not spared me 
that trouble. But an hour after I saw him walk* 
ing in the street with an air of assurance that ajt 
first confounded my penetration: but, far from 
being duped by these appearances, I distrusted 
them, having no favourable opinicm of the man. I 
looked^ upon his composure as a piece of affecta^* 
tion, and even imagined that his remaining at 
home was with a view of securing his gold and 
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jeweU ; and that, in all probability, he would con- 
sult his safety by immediate flight. I did not 
expect to see him again, and hesitated about going 
in the evening to give my attendance at the door ; 
so sure I was that he wauld quit the city instantly, 
to escape from the danger that threatened him. I 
did not fail, however, of being there ; and, to my 
utter surprise, my master returned at his usual 
time, went to bed without showing the least unea- 
siness, and got up next day with the same tranquil- 
lity. 

When we had done dressing, somebody knocked 
at the door; upon which, my master, looking 
through the grate, perceived the same alguazil who 
had been there the preceding day, and asked what 
he wanted. " Open, (answered the alguazil) here 
is monsieur the corregidor."* At this formidable 
name my blood froze in my veins; for I was cursed- 
ly afraid of these gentlemen since I had passed 
through their hands ; and wished that moment to 
be an hundred leagues from Madrid ; but my 
patron, less afraid than I, opened the door, and 
received the judge with great respect. " You see 
(said the corregidor to himj I do not come to your 
k>dgings with many attenaants, being desirous of 
doing every thing with as little noise as possible : 
and I believe that you deserve this respect, not- 
withstanding the ugly reports that are spread of 
you. Tell me, therefore, your name, and business 
at Madrid !" — " Signor (replied my master) I was 
born in New Castile, and my name is Don Bernard 
de Castej Blazo : with regard to my business, I 
divert myself in walking, frequenting shows, and 
enjoying the agreeable conversation of a few select 
friends." — " Doubtless (said the judge) you have a 
great income." — ^'No, sir, (resumed my patron> 
interrupting him) I have neither rents, lands, nor 

^ * The corre^dor is the cshief civil magistrate ia er^ 
city of Spain> appointed by the king. 
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house.'' — "How do you live then?" (repUid theeor^ 
regidor)— "On that which you shall see") said 
Don Bernard)— at the same time, he lifted up a 
banging, opened a door which I had not before 
observed, then another behind that, and carried 
die judge into a closet, where he showed him a 
great trunk filled with pieces of gold. 

Then he went on ; " Signor, you know that the 
Spaniards are enemies to work : nevertheless, how 
averse soever they may be to trouble, I may safely 
say that I excel them all in that particular ; hav- 
ing a fund of laziness that renders me incapable of 
any manner of employment. If I had a mind to 
dignify my vices, I would caU this laziness a philo- 
sophical indolence, the work of a mind weaned 
from every thing that is most ardently pursued in 
life. But I will frankly own that I ain constitu- 
tionally idle : and so idle that, if I was under a 
necessity of working for my livelihood, I believe 1 
should let myself die <rf hunger. With a view, 
therefore, to lead a life agreeable to my humour, to 
free myself from the trouble of managing my 
estate, and above all things to save myself the 
trouble of a steward, I have converted my whole 
patrimony, consisting of several considerable inhe- 
ritances, into ready money. In this trunk are 
fifty thousand ducats ; more than I shall ever have 
occasion for, was I to live another age ; for I don't 
spend a thousand a year, and am already turned of 
fifty. I am not at all afraid of what is to happen; 
for, thank Heaven ! I am not addicted to any one 
of the three things Which commonly bring men to 
ruin : I am not a slave to my stomach, I play only 
for amusement, aiid am quite cured of women. So 
that I am under no apprehension of being ranked 
in my old age among those voluptuous dotards 
who purchase the favours of courtezans at an extra- 
vagant price." 

" What a happy man you are ! ($aid the corregi- 
dor) 3'ou are very unjustly suspected of being a 
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ipy ; that office being very unfit for a person of 
your character. Proceed, Don Bernard ; (added 
he) continue the life you now leaa, and, far firom 
<listurbing your happiness, I declare myself the 
guardian of it ; I beg the favour of your friendship, 
and offer you mine in return." — "Ah, Signorf 
(cried my master, penetrated with these obliging 
expressions) I accept the precious offer you make 
with equal joy and respect; for, in vouchsafing me 
your friendship, vou increase my wealth and 
crown my felicity." After this conversation, which 
the alguazil and I overheard at the closet-door, the* 
corregidor took his leave of Don Bernard, who 
could not enough express hb gratitude ; while I. to 
second my master, and assist him in doing the 
lionours of the house, overwhelmed the alguazil 
with civilities, making a thousand profound bows, 
though, in the bottom of my soul, I harboured that 
disdain and aversion whidi every man of honom* 
has for one of his occupation. 



CHAPTER n. 



Don Bernard de Castel Blazo, after having 
waited upon the corre^dor to the street, returned 
with expedition to lock his strong box, and all his 
doors that secured it. Then we went out both 
very well satisfied ; he for having acquired a power- 
ful friend, and I for being now ensured in my six 
nals a day. The desire I had to recount this 
adventure to Melendez made me take the road to 
his house, which when I had almost reached, I per- 
ceived Captain Rolando. I was Confounded at 
finding him in this place, and could not help 
shivering at sight of him ! He knew me at once^ 
^costed me very gravely, and preserving still hi* 
I Vol. L 13 
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air of superiority, ordered me to follow him. I 
obeyed with fear and trembling, saying to myseffy 
'^ Alas ! he will doubtless make me pay what I owe 
him. Whither will he lead me ? perhaps to some 
subterranean abode in this city. A plague upon it! 
if I thought so, I would let him see in a hurry that 
I have not got the gout in my toes.'^ As I walked 
behind him, I resolved to take particular notice of 
the place where he should stop, from which I pro- 
posed to scamper off as fast as my legs would carry 
me, should it seem the least suspicious. 

But Rolando soon banished my fear, by going 
into a noted tavern, whither I followed him ; and 
where he called for the best wine, and bespoke 
dinner ; in the mean time we went into a room by 
ourselves, where the captain spoke in this manner : 
" Thou must be surprised, Gil Bias, to meet thy 
old commander in this place ; and wilt be more so 
still when thou shalt hear what I am going to 
relate : that day on which I left thee in our subter- 
ranean retreat, and set out for Mansilla with my 
whole company, iii order to dispose of the mules 
and horses which we had taken the preceding day, 
it was our fortune to meet the sod of the corregidor 
of Leon in his coach, accompanied by four men on 
horseback well armed. We made two of them bite 
the dust, and the others betake themselves to flighty 
while the coachman, afraid of his master's life, 
cried, in a suppliant voice, ^ O dear gentlemen! in 
the name of God, do not kill the only son of the 
corregidor of Leon.' My people did not at all re- 
lent at these words, which, on the contrary, inspired 
them with fury : ^ Gentlemen (said one among us) 
let not the son of our mortal enemy escape : how 
many people of our profession hath his father put 
to death ! let us avenge them now, and sacrifice 
this victim to their manes.' The rest of my men 
approved of this proposal ; and even my lieutenant 
prepared to act the high-priest in this ceremony, 
when I held his bands^ saying, < Stop, at your peril \ 
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Why should we shed blood unnecessarily ? Let us 
be satisfied with the jpurse of this young man^ 
whom (since he makes no resistance) it would be 
the utmost barbarity to kill : besides, he is not ac^ 
countable for the actions of his father, who does no 
mo^e than his duty in condemning us to death ; 
just as we do ours, in rifling travellers on the high*" 
way.* 

" My intercession was far firom being unservice- 
able to the corregidor's son, from whom we took 
nothing but his money ; and ha\dng carried off the 
horses of the two men we had slain, we sold them, 
together with otar own, at ManiBilla ; then returning 
to our cavern, which we reached next day before it 
was light, we were not a little astonished to find 
the trap-door lilfied up : and our surprise redoubled 
when we saw Leonarda fettered in the kitchen. 
Being briefly informed by her of what had happen* 
ed, we wondered how thou couldst outwit us, never 
having thought thee capable of playitig such a 
clever trick, and we forgave thee on account of the 
invention. Having untied our cook-maid, and 
given Orders to dress victuals for u^y we went to 
look after our horses in the stable, where the old 
negro, who had received no sustenance for four- 
and-twenty hours, was at the last gasp. We would 
have given him all the assistance in our power, but 
he had lost his senses, and was otherwise bo low, 
that, notwith^anding our good-will, we left the 
poor devil in the clutches of death. This did not 
deprive us of our appetite, which having satisfied 
widi a sumptuous meal, We retired to our several 
<^ambers, and slept the rest of the day : when we 
^t pp, Leonarda Ut us know that Domingo was 
no more, upon which We carried him to the cellar^ 
where thou mayest remember thy bed Wsid, juod 
ibere performed his funeral obsequies, as if he had 
tejcf^ the honour of being otir companion. 

** five or diz days after it happeiied that, ii^ead- 
ing; to make an excursion, we one morning, on the 
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skirts of the wood, fell in with three troops belcpff*' 
iog to the holy brotherhood, who seemed waking m 
or!tar to attack U& As we perceived only one of 
the three at first, we despised it, though more 
QunieroQS than our company, and attacked it ac^ 
cordingly ; but while we were engaged with this, 
the other two, which had found means hitherto to 
keep themselves ccmcealed, rushed upon us so 
suddealy, that our valour was of little or no ser- 
vice, and we were under a necessity of yielding to 
the numbers of the foe. Our lieut^iant and two 
of our men fell on the fiekl, while the two that 
remained and I were so hemmed in and oveipower- 
ed that we w^re taken prisoners ; and while two of 
their troops conducted us to Leon, the third went 
and destroyed our retreat, which had been disco- 
vered as follows : a peasant of Luceno, crossing 
the forest in his return home, perceived fay accident 
the trap-door of our cavern lifted up, that very day 
<m which thou madest thy escape with the lady ; 
and suspectii^ that it was the place of our abode, 
had not courage to go in, but contented himself 
with taking a^ood observation of the place, which 
the better to mark, heimt ofi*, with Ins knife, thin 
slices of bark from the trees at small distances as 
he went along, until be had got quite out of tiie 
wood : then, repairing to Leon, imparted his disco* 
v«ry ;tp the corregidor, who, r^eiving it with so 
much tiie more joy, as bis son had be^A robbed by 
our company, assembled three troops in order to 
apprehend us, and the peasant was tiieir guide. 

" My arrival fumisiu^ a show for all tiie inha* 
hitsmts of Leon: had I been a Portuguese genera) 
made prisoner of war, the people could not have 
been more eager to see me. ^ Behold (said they) 
behold the famous captain who was the terror of 
,this country: and who, witii his two. comrades, 
deserves to have his flesh torn from his hones with 
i^-bot pincers.' Being carried before the corregi- 
-^r^ he began to' insult me, (saying, * Well, misera- 
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able wretch! Heaven, wearied with the disorders of 
Ihy life, at last resigns thee to my justice.'— «< Sir 
(replied I) if my crimes are manifold, at least I 
cannot r^oach myself with the death of your only 
son, whose life I preserved, for which you owe me 
some acknowledgment.' — ^ Ah, miscreant ! (cried 
fae^ people of thy character are not entitled to the 
privileges of honour : and even if I had a mind to 
save thy life, the duty of my office would not allow 
me.' Having spoke to me in this manner, he 
ordered us to be imprisoned in a dungeon, where 
he did not let my companions linger long ; for they 
went out, in three days, to act their last tragical 
scene in die market-place. As for me, I remained 
three whole weeks in jail, imagining that my pu- 
nishment was deferred in order to make it more 
terrible ; and was in expectation of a death altoge- 
dier new ; when the corrcgidor, ordering me to be 
brought into his presence, said, ^Listen to thy 
sentence. — ^Thou art free ! Had it not been for thee, 
my only son would have been murdered on the 
highway* As a father I was willing to acknowledge 
tfiis piece of service, but not having it in my power 
to acquit thee as a judge, I have written to court 
in thy behalf, solicited thy pardon, and obtained it. 
Thou mayest go then whither ibon shalt please : 
but (added he) take my advice, reflect seriouisly on 
Ihy ill-spent life, and from henceforth quit the 
profession of robbery.' 

^ I was deeply sheeted with these words, and 
took the road to Madrid, resolving to turn over a 
new leaf, and live bcmestly in that city. I found my 
parents were dead, and their effects in the hands of 
an old relation, who gave me such a fiithful 
account of them as guaardians commonly do-all 
that I have been able to touch being no more than 
three thousand ducats, which, in all probability, is 
not above one fourth of what is my due. But 
what course could I take? I should gain iMything 
by going to Jawj therefore^ to av4Nd idlenessr I burf 
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purchased the place of an alguazil. My brethren, 
out of decency, would have opposed my admission^ 
had they-* been acquainted with my story, which 
luckily they were ignorant ot^ or pretended to be 
8e; which is the same thing ; for in that honourable 
corps it is the buuness of every individual to con* 
oeal his own exploits ; thank Heaven ! not one of us 
can justly reproach his fellow : so that it may be 
said of the fraternity, the devil may take the best. 
Nevertheless, my finend, (added Rolando) I will 
now disclose the bottom of my soul : the porofession 
which I have embraced is not at all to my liking ; 
it requires a behaviour too delicate and mysterious 
for me ;. and whatever tricks we practise must be 
very crafty and secret. O how I regret my old 
profession ! I grant, there is more saSfety in this 
new employment ; but there was more pleasure in 
the other, and liberty is my d^eligbt. In all likeii* 
hood I shall get rid of my office, and set out one 
morning for the mountains at the source of the 
river Tagus, where I know there is a retreat inha«^ 
bited by a numerouscompany, chiefly of Catalonians 
(that is making their eulogium in one word;) if 
thou wilt accompany me, we will go and increase 
the number of these great men : I shall be second 
cs^tain in their company, and wHl, for thy better 
reception, assure diem ^at I have seen dtee ten 
times engaged by my side ; I will extol thy valour 
to the £ies, and say more in thy praise than a 
general says of an officer whom he wants to pro- 
mote. I will take care not to mention a word of 
the trick thou hast played, because it would make 
them suspicious of thee: the adventure shall 
therefore be concealed. Well, (ad^ed he) art them 
ready to follow my fortune) I wait for thy 
reply." 

^^ So many men, so many minds; (said I to Rolan- 
do) you are bom for hardy deeds, and I for a quiet 
and easy life." — " Oh ! I understand you, (cried he 
tnterrupdng me) the lady whom love persuade^ 
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fou to rescue still keeps possession of your hf^arl, 
uid doubtless you lead a happy life with lier in 
Madrid : confess, Mr. Gil Bias, that you have taken 
edgings for her, and spend together the pistoles 
which you carried off from the subterranean re- 
treat." 1 told him that he was mistaken, and that, 
m order to undeceive him, I would, while we 
should be at dinner, relate the story of the lady : 
'^is I did accordingly, and informed him of all 
that had happened to me since I quitted the com- 
pany. Towards the end of our repast, he resumed 
(he subject of the Catalonians, owned that he was 
determined to join them, and made a new attempt 
to engage me in the same resolution : but finding 
that I was not to be persuaded, he darted a fierce 
look at me, saying in a very serious tone, " Since 
ihou bast such a groveling soul as to prefer thy 
servile condition to the honour of associating with 
men of courage, I abandon thee to the baseness of 
thy inclination : but listen to the words I am about 
to pronounce, and let them remain engraven on thy 
memory : forget that thou hast met me to-day, and 
never talk of me from henceforth : for if ever I 
shall hear that thou so much as namest me in con- 
versation — thou knowest me — ^I will say no more." 
Having thus expressed himself, he called to pay, 
discharged the bill, and we got up in order to 
part. 



CHAPTER in. 



As we went out of the tavern, and were taking 

leave of one another, my master, happening to pass, 

saw me, and I perceived looked hard at the cap- 

..-isrin, which made jne believe that he was surprise ' 
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to find me acquainted with such a figure. CeitaiSni 

it is, that the appearance of Rolando could not 

prepossess people in his favour : for he was a very 

tall feilowy with a long visage and hook nose f and 

though not ugly, had very much the air of a rank 

sharper. 

I was not deceived in my conjectures ; for, in the 
evening, I found Don Bernard still harping on the 
captain's figure, and extremely well disposed to 
believe all the fine things I could have said of him, 
had not my mouth been shut. ^^ Gil Bias (said he} 
who is that tall sponger in whose company I saw 
thee to-day ?*' I replied, " He is an alguazil ;J' 
and thought he would rest satisfied with that an- 
swer : but he asked a great many other questions ^ 
and as I appeared embarrassed, because I remem- 
bered the ^reat of Rolando, he broke off the con- 
versation abruptly, and went to bed. Next morn- 
ing when I had done my duty as usual, instead of 
six rials, he gave me as many ducats; saying,, 
" Hold, my friend, here is what I give thee for 
having served me hitherto : go, and seek for another 
place, for I cannot put up with a servant who has 
such honourable acquaintances.'' I took it in my 
head to pretend, in my own justification^ that my 
acquaintance with the alguazil was occa^oned by 
my having prescribed for him while 1 practised 
physic at Vadladolid. "Very well, (replied my 
master) that is an ingenious evasion: but thou 
shouldst have thought of it last night, and not have 
been so much disconcerted." — **Sir, (added I) I 
thought it would be imprudent in me to tell it: 
and that was the cause of my confusion." — " O ! 
surely (replied he, clapping my shoulders gently) 
you have been very prudent ; I did not think thou 
hadst been so cunning. Go, child, I hav& no fur- 
ther occasion for thee.'* 

I went instantly to inform Melendez of this piece 
of bad news, who told me, for my consolation, that 
he intended to introduce me into a better family ; 
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«nd accordingly a few days after, '^ Gil Bias, my 
friend, (said he) you don't know what good news 1 
have to tell you ; you are going to enjoy the most 
agreeable post yon could desire ; for I will settle 
you with Don Matthias de Silva, a man of the first 
quality, and one of those young lords who go 
under the denomination of beaus : he does me the 
honour to buy cloth of me, on trust, indeed ; but 
there is nothing to be lost by people of his rank ; 
for they commonly marry rich heiresses, who pay 
their debts : and even if that should not happen, a 
tradesman,' who understands his business, sells 
always so dear that be can afford to lose three- 
fourths of his bargain. The steward of Don Mat- 
thias is my particular friend. Let us go to him 
now ; he will himself present you to his master : 
and you may depend upon it, he will, for my sake, 
treat you with uncommon regard." 

In our way to the house of Don, Matthias, the 
merchant said, " k will not be amiss, I believe, to 
give you some information of the character of this 
steward, whose name is Gregorio Rodriguez. Be- 
tween you and me, he is a man of no family, who, 
finding himself bom for business, followed die bent 
of his genius, and enriched himself witli the pillage 
of two families which he served in quaUty of 
steward. I assure you he has a grear deal of 
vanity, and loves to see the rest of the servants 
cringe to him. They must address themselves first 
to him, when they have the least favour to ask of 
their master, for, should it happen that they obtain 
it without his interest, he has always expedients ih 
readiness by which it will either be revoked or 
rendered ineffectual. Remember this, Gil Bias, ig 
the regulation of your condu<^ : pay your court to 
Signor Rodriguez, preferable to yt>ur master him- 
self, and do sdl that lies in your power to please 
him : his friendship will bestead you much : he wiU 
pay your wages punctually; and, if you are dexter- 
ous enough 'to acquire his confidence, be may giy 
I 2 Vol. I. 
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VOu tome pretty bone to pick out of the number he 
nas in his possession. Don Matthias is a yonng^ 
lord who minds nothing but his pleasure, and 
would not for the world inform himself of the state 
of his own affairs* What a glorious family is that 
for a steward." 

Arriving at the house, we desired to speak with 
Signor Rodriguez, who, we were told, was in his 
own apartment ; there we found him with a kind of 
farmer, who had a blue canvas bag of money in his 
hand. The steward, who looked more pale and 
yellow than a girl oppressed with her maidenhead, 
came towards Melendez with open arms ; he, on 
the other hand, met him in the same manner, and 
they embraced one another with demonstrations of 
friendship, in which there was, at least, as much 
art as nature. Then my affair coming on the 
carpet, Rodriguez examined me from head to foot, 
and told me, in a very polite manner, that I was 
just such an one as Don Matthias wanted, and that 
he would with pleasure present me to that lord 
Upon which, Melendez letting him know how 
much he was interested in my behalf, and begging 
that he would favour me with his protection, com- 
mitted me to his care, and, after abundance of 
compliments, withdrew. He was no sooner gone 
than Rodriguez said to me, " I will conduct you 
to my master as soon as I can dispatch this honest 
countryman." Then going to die peasant, and 
taking hold of the bag, " Talego (said he) let us 
see if there be just five hundred pistoles here.** 
Having counted the money, and found it right, he 
ffave the farmer a discharge for the sum, and sent 
him about his business ; and, putting the pistoles 
into the b^g again, addressed himself to me, say- 
ing, '* This is the right time for us to go to the 
levee of my master, who commonly rises about 
noon. It is near the hour, and 1 suppose h^ is 
up." 

This was the case ; we found Don Matthias in 
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hh morning-gown, lolling in an easy chair, over an 
arm of which he had tilted one of his legs, and 
poised himself by leaning with his body the other 
way, and rasping tobacco, while he talked to a 
footman, who for the present did the duty of his 
valet de chambre, " My lord (said the steward to 
him) here is a young man whom I take the liberty 
to present as one fit to fill the place of the valet 
whom you dismissed two days ago. Melendez, 
your draper, recommends him, assuring me that he 
is a lad of merit, and I hope your lordship will be 
very well satisfied with his behaviour." — "Enough, 
(answered the young lord) since you introduce him 
to me, I receive him into my service with implicit 
faith, and make him my valet de chambre. So 
that affair is settled : but, Rodriguez (added he) let 
us talk of something else : you are come very 
opportunely ; for I was just going to send for you. 
I have bad news to tell you, my dear Rodriguez ! 
You must know I had ill luck at play last night. 
Together with an hundred pistoles which I had 
about me, I have lost two hundred more on my 
parole ; and you know of what importance it is for 
people of quality to discharge that sort of debts ; 
it is indeed the only kind which we are obliged in 
point of honour to pay ; and we do not give our- 
selves much concern about the rest; you must, 
therefore, find two hundred pistoles immediately, 
and send them to the Countess of Pedrosa." — 
*^ Sir, (said the steward) it is sooner said than done. 
Where shall I get that sum to please you f I have 
not been able to finger one farthing of your tenants, 
let me threaten as hard as I can ; and yet I am 
obliged to maintain your family in an honourable 
way, though I sweat blood and water in procuring 
wherewithal to defray the expence. True, indeed. 
I have hitherto, thank Heaven ! made shift; but I. 
syn now reduced to such extremity that I know not 
what saint in heaven to invoke." — "All these 
Rarangues are useless (cried Don Matthias^ iot^ 



«M IDVENTURES OF OIL BLAS 

ruptiiig him) and you worry roe with your reflee* 
tions. Don't you imagine, Rodriguez, that I will 
change my disposition, and divert myself with 
looking into my own affairs. An agreeable amuse- 
ment, truly, for a man of pleasure like me !" — 
^^ Have a litde padence, (replied the steward) at the 
rate you go on, I foresee that you will be rid <^ 
that care in a very short time." — " You fatigue me 
(said the young lord in a passion) you murder me. 
— Give me leave to ruin myself imperceptibly ; I 
tell you I want two hundred pistoles : and I miut 
have them." — " I'll go then (said Rodriguez) and 
have recourse to the litde old man who has already 
lent you money at high interest." — " You may, if 
you please, have recourse to the devil ; (answered 
Don Matthias) provided I have the two hundred 
pistoles, I shall give myself no further trouble about 
the matter." 

Just as he had pronounced these words in a 
hasty and discontented manner, the steward went 
away, and a young man of quality, called Don 
Antonio Centelles, came in. ^' What is the matter f 
fsaid this last to my master) thou art cloudy, my 
mend : I perceive indignation in thy countenance. 
What can have put you into this bad humour } I'll 
lay a wager it was the man whom I met going out." 
— " Yes (replied Don Matthias) it was ray steward : 
every time he comes to speak with me, I suffer for 
one quarter of an' hour, by his talking about my 
affairs, and saying that I have quite exhausted my 
finances. Impertinent beast ! he cannot say that 
he loses by me, I am sure." — " Why, child (said 
Don Antonio) I am in the same condition ; having 
a factor not a whit more reasonable than diy stew- 
ard. When the rogue, in obedience to my repeat 
ed orders, brings money for me, one would think he 
^gave it out of his own pocket He overwhelms me 
with reflections. < Sir, (says he^ you are undoaoi 
your rents are seized.' Upon wnich I am obliged 
te cut him short, in order to put an ^d to Us 
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TidiculoiiB discourse."— '^ The misfortune is (said 
Don Matthias) we cannot live without these peo- 
ple, who are necessary evils." — "They are so, 
(replied Centelles^ but harkee (added he, laughing 
with all his might) there is a comical thought come 
into my head: a most incomparable conception! by 
which we may convert those scenes which we have 
with them into mirth ; and divert ourselves with 
that which now gives us so much uneasiness. Lei 
me demand of thy steward all the money thou 
shalt have occasion for ; while thou dost the sam^ 
by my manager ; then they may moralize as they 
please, we can hear them with great composure^ 
because thy steward will show me thy accounts, 
and my factor will entertain thee with mine. . I 
shall bear of nothing but thy profusion, and thou 
wilt see nothing but mine. This will be admirable 
sport." 

A thousand bright strokes succeeded this sally, 
and mightily diverted the young lords, who con- 
versed together with a great deal of vivacity, until 
tlieir discourse was interrupted by Gregorio Rodri- 
guez, who returned with a litde old msm, almost 
quite bald. Don Antonio would have gone away, 
saying, " Adieu, Don Matthias, I shall see you by 
and by : at present, you have, doubtless, some 
serious affair to discuss with these gendemen."— ^ 
'^ O ! not at all, (replied my master) stay, it i& no 
secret. That discreet old person whom you see is 
an honest man, who lends me money at the rate of 
twenty per cent." — " How ? twenty per cent (cried 
Centelles, with an air of astonishment) Egad, I 
congratulate thee upon being in such good hands ! 
I am not so kindly dealt widi, and may say that I 
purchase silver at the price of gold ; I commonly 
borrow at the rate of forty in the hundred."-— 
^Heavens! what extortion, (exclaimed the old 
usurer) do these knaves ever think of another 
world f I am not at all surprised at the hue and cr^ 
raised against people who lend upon interest ^ it it 
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tbe exorbitant profit which some exact that mini 
our honour and reputation. If all my brethren 
were like me, we should not be so much reviled ; 
for my sole view in lending is to befriend my fel- 
low creatures. Ah! if times were as they have 
been, I would offer you my purse without interest : 
and truly, in spite of the present scarcity I can 
hardly prevail upon myself to take twenty per cent. 
But, for ray part, I believe money has retired again 
within the bowels of the earth : there is no such 
thing to be had : for which reason I am obliged to 
retrench my benevolence. 

" How much do you want f" (added he, address- 
ing himself to my master.) " I must have two 
hundred pistoles," (replied Don Matthias.) « Here 
are four hundred in a bag, (said the usurer) you 
shall have one half" So saying, he pulled from 
under his cloak a blue bag, which seemed to be the 
very same which the peasant Talego had left with 
the five hundred pistoles in the hands of Rodri- 
guez. I soon knew what to think of the matter, 
and found that Matthias had not praised the stew- 
ard's understanding without cause. The old man 
having emptied the bag on the table, began to 
count the money ; my master was inflamed with 
desire of possession at the sight ; and struck with 
the totality of the sum, said to the usurer, ^* Signor 
Descomulgado, I have made a very wise reflection, 
truly ! What a fool I am ! to borrow no more than 
what is absolutely necessary to disengage my 
parole, without considering that I have not a 
penny in my purse^ I shall be obliged to have 
recourse to you to-morrow ; therefore, to spare you 
the trouble of coming back, I think it will not be 
amiss to pocket the whole four hundred." — "My 
lord, (said the usurer) a part of this money was 
designed for a good licentiate, who has some fat 
benefices, which he charitably employs in persuad- 
ing young girls to retire from the world, and in 
IfernisWng their Eetreats. Bat, since- you have 
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occasion for the whole sum, it is at your service 
all that I desire is sufficient security."—" Oh ! as 
for security, (said Rodriguez, interrupting him, 
and taking a paper out of his pocket) you shall be 
satisfied ; here is an order to be signed by Don 
Matthias, for five hundred pistoles, upon one of 
his tenants, called Talego, a rich farther of Monde- 
jan/'— " Very well, (replied the usurer) I never 
make many words." Upon which the steward pre- 
sented a pen to his master, who without reading 
the order, set his name to the bottom, whistling aU 
the while. 

This afiair being ended, die old man took his 
leave of my patron, who ran and embraced him, 
saying, " Till our next meeting, Signor usurer, I 
am wholly yours : I don't know why people of your 
profession are branded with the name of rogues : 
for my own part, ( think you are very necessary 
and serviceable to society : you are the consolation 
of a thousand heirs, and the resource of all those 
lords whose expence exceeds their income." — 
" Thou art in the right, (cried Centelles) usurers 
are very honest people, whom we never can honour 
enough : I will, in my turn, embrace this gentle- 
man, on account of his twenty per cent." With 
these words, he approached and hugged the old 
man ; and these two beaus, for their diversion, 
began to push him backward and forward on^ to 
another, like a ball between two tennis players. 
After he had been tossed to and fro a good while, 
they let him go with the steward, who was more 
deserving than he of their embraces, and of some- 
thing else also. 

Rodrigues and liis understrapper being gone, 
Don Matthias sent the half of his pistoles to Ae 
Countess of Pedrosa by the footman who was pre^ 
sent, and secured the rest in a long, embroidered, 
silk purse, which he commonly wore in his pocket. 
Very well satisfied in seeing himself in cash, he 
said to Don Antonio, with a gay air, " What slndl 
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we do to-day ? Let as consolt tboot it.''^^**^ Tow 
gpeftk Kke a sensible man (replied Caitriks ;) with 
all my heart, let us ddiberate." While they were 
considering how to spend the day, two oth^ lords 
arrived: these were Don Alexo Segiaf and Don 
Fernando de Gramboa, both of them about the age 
of my master, that . is, between eight-and^twenty 
and thirty. These four cavaliers, at meeting, 
bagged one anodier so heartily, tlmt one would 
have thought they had not met for ten years 
b^ore ; then Don Famando, who was a jovial com- 
panion, addressing himself to Don Matthias and 
Don Antooio, said, ^* Grentieraen, where do you 
intend to dine to-^iay ? If you are not engaged, I'll 
conduct you to a tavern where you shall driidc 
nectar. I supped there last night, aiid left it only 
this morning between five and six o'clock."-^ 
^* Would to heaven (cried my master) that I had 
doi^ the same : in which case, I' should not have 
lost my money." 

^' As for me (said Centelles) I treated myself last 
night with a new diversion ; for I love variety in 
my pleasures, which alone makes life agreeable. A 
friend of mine carried rae to the house of a farmer 
of the revenue, a gentleman who doe^ his own 
business together with that of the state. There I 
saw magnificence and taste, the entertainment 
being elegant enough. But I was mightily diverted 
with the ridiculous behaviour of the tax-gatherer 
himself, who, though the most plebeian of his class, 
assumed the man of quality : and his wife, though 
horribly ugly, affecteid the airs of a beauty, and 
said a thousand silly things, seasoned with the 
Biscayan accent, which rendered them still tnore 
remarkably foolish. Besides there were at table, four 
or five children, with tiieir tutor ; so that you may 
easily conceive how I was diverted with this fami- 
ly supper." 

" And I, gentieraen, ^said Don Alexo Segiar) 
supped at the house of Axseaia the actress. We 
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were six in all ; Arsenia, Florimonda, with a co- 
quette of her acquaintance, the Marquis (^ Zeneta, 
Don Jusm of Moncada, and your humble servant. 
We sp^at the night in drinking and speaking 
bawdy. Heavens ! what pleasure ! 'Tis true, in- 
deed, Arsenia and Florimonda have not much 
genius, but their wantonness supplies the place of 
wit. They are merry, brisk, romping creatures, 
and I love them a thousand times better than youi* 
precise women of sense." 



CHAPTER IV. 



In this manner did these lords continue the 
conversation, until Don Matthias, whom, in the 
mean time, I helped to dress, was ready to go 
abroad. Then he bade me follow lum, and all the 
beaus together set out for the tavern, to which 
Don Fernando de Gamboa had prc^osed to con- 
duct them. As I walked in the resu:, in company 
with three other valets (for each of the cavaliers 
had one) I observed, not without wonder, that 
these three domestics, copied the air and manner of 
their respective masters. Having saluted them, as 
their new comrade, they returned the civility, and 
one amotng them, after having observed me some 
minutes, said, '^ Brother, I perceive that you have 
never as yet served a young lord." — " No, indeed 
(answered I) it is not long since I came to Madrid." 
— ^" So I suppose, (replied he j) you smell strong of 
the country : you seem timorous and awkward^ 
and there is a stiffness in your behaviour : but no 
matter, we will soon polish you, take my word." — 
" I am afraid you flatter me," (said I to him.) — 
" Not at all (he replied,) if you was the greatest 
Vol. I. X4 
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blocKhead in the universe, we shall be able to make 
you pass, you may depend upon it." 

This was enough to make me understand that 
my confederates were brave lads, and that I could 
not be in better hands, in order to become a pretty 
fellow. When we arrived at the tavern, we found 
an entertainment ready, which Signor Don Fernan- 
do had the precaution to bespeak in the morning ; 
our masters sat down to table, and we stood ready 
to serve them : then diey began to talk with such 
gaiety, that I was delighted to hear them. I was 
very much diverted widi Aeir diflerent characters, 
thoughts, and expressions : their fire, their sallies 
of imagination, made me believe them a new spe 
cies of men. When the dessert was upon the 
table, we brought in a great number of bottles of 
the best Spanish wine ; and left them to go and 
dine by ourselves in a little hall, where the cloth 
was laid on purposes 

I soon perceived that the knights, my compan- 
ions, had more merit than I at first imagined : they 
not only assumed the manners of their masters, but 
even affected their very language ; and these ras- 
cals succeeded so well, that (the quality air 
excepted) there was no difierence : I admired their 
free and easy deportment ; was charmed with their 
wit, and despaired of ever being so agreeable. The 
valet of Don Fernando (because his master treated 
ours) performed the honours of die banquet ; and 
that nothing might be wanting, called the landlord, 
saying, " Master Andrew Mantuano, ^ve us ten 
bottles of your very best wine, and, according to 
custom, add them to my master's bill." — " With all 
my heart, (replied the landlord) but, Mr. Gaspard, 
you know that signor Don Fernando owes me a 
good many entertainments already : and if b> 
your means I could touch a little money — ^^ 
— " Oh ! (said the valet, interrupting him) give 
youjself no trouble about what he owes you : 1*11 
answer for it : my master's debts are as good as 
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gold : 'tis true, indeed, some unmannerly creditors 
have seized our rents ; but we shall obtain a replevy 
very soon ; and then we shall discharge our biu 
without so much as examining the articles." Man- 
tuano brought the wine, notwithstanding the rents 
being seized : and we drank it in expectation of the 
replevy. It was a good jest to see us, every mo- 
ment, toasting one another, under the surnames of 
our masters : Don Antonio's valet giving the name 
of Gamboa to Don Fernando's servant, and Don 
Fernando's footman honouring Don Antonio's valet 
with that of Centelles : they called me Silva, and 
by degrees we got as drunk under those borrowed 
names as our masters, to whom they properly be- 
longed. 

Though I did not shine so much as my compan- 
ions, they did not fail to express their approbation 
of me. ^^ Silva, (said one of the archest among 
them) we shall make something of thee, my friend : 
I perceive thou hast a fund of genius, but dost not 
know how to use it to advantage. The fear of 
speaking nonsense hinders thee from talking at a 
venture ; and yet, by thi« alone, a thousand people 
now-a-days acquire the reputation of wits, if thou 
hast a mind to shine, give the rein to thy vivacity, 
and indifferently risk every thing that comes 
uppermost. — ^Thy blunders will pass for a noble 
1)0ldness : and if, after having uttered a thousand 
impertinences, one witticism escapes thee, the silly 
things will be forgot, the lucky thought will be 
remembered, and the world will conceive an high 
opinion of thy merit. This is what our masters 
practise with such success ; and what every man 
must do who aspifes to the reputation of a distin- 
guished wit." 

Besides that I was but too fond of passing for a 
fine genius, the secret which he had disclosed to 
me seemed so easy, that I was resolved not to 
neglect it. I put it instantly to the proof, and the 
mne I had drank contributed to Jits success ; 
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is, I spoke at random, and bad the good fctftnne to 
throw oat, among a great deal of nonsense, some 
flashes of wit, by which 1 acquired great applause. 
This coup d'essai filled me with confidence : I c<^ 
lected all my vivacity to produce some bright sally, 
and chance befriended me in the attempt. 

'^ Well (said he, who spoke to me in the street) 
don't you begin to get rid of your rust ? Thou hast 
not been two hours in our company, and art already 
quite anodier man. Thou wilt improve vbibly 
every day. See what it b to serve pec^e oi qua- 
lity : it elevates the mind ; while the being valet to 
citizens has a quite contrary effect." — '^ Doubtless 
(answered I) and therefore I will henceforth con- 
secrate my service to the nobility." — " That's nobly 
said (cried Don Femando's valet, half-seas over) it 
does not belong to your citisens to possess such 
superior geniuses as we are. Come, therefore, gen- 
tlemen (added he) let us take an oath never to 
serve such rapscallions, and swear to it by the river 
Styx." We laughed heartily at Grai^pard's ccmeeit, 
which we a[^oved of very much, and to(d& die 
burlesque os^ with our glasses in our hands. 

Thus we continued at table lutil our masters 
were pleased to>retire, which was about midnight; 
a circumstance which my companions looked upon 
as an excess of sobriety. 'TIS true, indeed, these 
young lords Irft the tavern in such good time, only 
with a view to visit a famous coquette who lived at 
the court-end of the town, and kept open house for 
young men of pleasure by night as well as by day. 
She was between thirty and forty years old, stUl 
extremely handsome, agreeable, aiid so consumtnate 
in the art of pleasing, that (it was said) she sold 
the remains of her beauty at a higher price than 
that which she had received for its first-fruits. 
There were always in her house two or three other 
courtezans of the first rank, who contributed not a 
little to the great concourse of lords who frequent-i 
ed it. They went to play in the afternoon, then 
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nq^pedf and Boent the ni^t in dridung^ and mak* 
log merry. Here onr masters staid till morning, 
and we also, without feeling the time lie heavy on 
onr hands ; for while they diverted themselves 
with the mistresses, we amused ourselves with the 
maids, and at last departed all together at break 
of day, every one going to bed at his own home. 
My master, getting up as usual about noon, 
dressed himself, and went out. I followed him to 
the bouse of Don Antonio Centelles, where we 
found one Don Alvarb de Acunha, an old gentle- 
man, and professed rake. All the young sparks, 
who had an ambiticHi to become fine gentlemen, 
put themselves under his tuiticMi ; by which 
they were formed for pleasure, taaght to make a 
figure in the world, and to qiend their fortunes 
with a good grace, he himself being under no ap- 
prehension of squandering away bis own, which 
was gone long ago. The three cavaliers having 
sainted one another, CenteUes said to my master, 
'^ Faith, Don Matthias, thou couldest not come at 
a better time ; Don Alvaro is going to carry me to 
the house of a dtisen who has invited die Marquis 
of Zeneta and Don Juan de Moncada to dinner, 
and thou shah be of the party." — " What is the 
name of this citizen f " (said Don Matdiias.) — '^ He 
is called Gregorio de Noriega (replied dcm Alvaro) 
and I will, in two w<»rds, give you a. character of 
the man. His father, who is a rich jewdlor, hav- 
ing gone abroad to negociate his afiairs, left him 
the enjoyment of a large income ; but Gfregorio is 
a fool, who has a. disposition prone to spend his 
estate,, in doing which he affects the beau, and 
would fiiin pass for a man of spirit, in spite of 
nature. As he begged me to take him under my 
direction, I govern him at present : and I can 
assure you, gentlanen, he is in a fair way ; his 
finances bemg alreadypret^ well sunk." — ^**I don't 
at all doubt it (cried Cfentelles :).I see him already 
at the work-house. Come, Don Matthias, let 
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make an acquaintance with him, that we may haw 
some share in his ruin." — " With all my heart 
(replied my master.) I love dearly to see the forr 
tunes of these little upstart gentlemen overturned, 
because Aey vainly pretend to rival us in splen* 
dour. Nothing, for example, ever gave me so much 
diversion as the misfortune of that publican's son^ 
who was, by his inclination for play,- and his vanity 
in aping the great, obliged to sell all, to his very 
house." — '< Oh ! as for him (said Don Antonio) he 
deserves no compassion ; for he is as great a cox- 
comb in his adversity as he was in high life." 

Centelles and my master repairing with Don 
Alvaro to the house of Ghregorio de Noriega, Mogi- 
con and I w^ thither also, both of us ravished to 
find a feast going forward, and to have an opportu- 
fiity of contributing, on our parts, to the ruin of a 
citizen. As we went in, we perceived several people 
busy in dressing the dinner ; and the ragouts they 
were preparing sent forth a savoury steam, thai 
very much prepossessed the smell in favour of the 
taste. The Marquis of Zeneta and Don Juan de 
Moncada arrived, and the entertainer seemed to be 
a great booby, who attempted in vain to assume 
the carriage of a beau, being a very bad copy of 
these excellent originals; or rather a downrighS 
simpleton, who affected an air of understanding. 
Imagine to yourself a man of this character in the 
midst of five jok^s, whose sole aim was to exercise 
their raillery upon him, and engage him in insup- 
portable expence. ^' Gentlemen (said Don Alvaro, 
lifter the first compliments) I present to you Signor 
Gregorio de Noriega, as a complete caralier. Be- 
sides a thousand other excellent qualifications^ be 
possesses an understanding so exquisitely cultiva^^ 
ed, that you cannot take Inm amiss. He is equally 
strong on all subjects, fi'om the most dose and 
subde logic down to the art of spelUng."-^*^ Oh ! 
now you flatter me (said the citKen, intemiptiAff 
ilxm with a very foolish laugh.) Sigaor Alvaro, I 
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IDay with more justice return the compliment ; for 
you arc, as one may say, a very draw-well of erur 
dition."— "I had no design (replied Don Alvaro) to 
fish for such a genteel repartee; but, upon my 
word, gendemen, Signor Gregorio cannot fail of 
acquiring great reputation in the world." — " For 
my own part (said Don Antonio) what I am most 
charmed with, and wl^t I gready prefer to his 
knowledge in orthography, is the judicious choice 
he makes of his company: instead of confining 
himself to the conversation of citizens, he cultivates 
acquaintance with none but yOung lords, without 
giving himself any trouble about the expence 
attending it. There is in this conduct ai\ eleva- 
tion of sentiment, and it may be called spending 
one's money with taste and discernment." 

These ironical praises were followed by a thou- 
sand more of the same sort, and poor Gregorio was 
spared by none of them ; each of the beaus, in his 
turn, breaking his jest, the meaning of which the 
fool did not perceive. On the contrary, he took 
every thing in a literal sense, and appeared very 
happy in his guests ; nay, he seemed even pleased 
with being turned into ridicule: and, in short, 
served them as a butt during the whole time of 
dinner. They staid with him the remaining part of 
the day, and all night long ; whilst we mrank at 
discretion as well as our masters ; and by the time 
they took leave of the citizen,' we were all in an 
cxcell^t trim. 



CHAPTER r. 



AvTER having refreshed m}r^If witii seme 
Bours of sleep, I got up in good humour ; and re- 
membering the advice I bad received from Mefen-^ 
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dec, went (my matler not being yet awake) and 
presented my respects to the steward, whose vanity 
seemed not a litde flattered with tUs instance of 
my regard. He received me very graciously, and 
askecTif I was not yet familiarized to the way of 
living practised among young noblemen. I replied, 
that though it was quite new Co me as yet, I did 
not despair of being reconciled to it in time. 

And truly this happened very soon ; for my hu- 
mour and disposition sufiered a thorough chuige. 
From being sedate and pensive, I became a brisk, 
blundering coxcomb; and the valet of Don Antonio 
complimented me on mv metamorphosis, saying, 
that there was now nothmg wanting to make me 
illustrious but an intrigue ; which, he affirmed, was 
absolutely necessary towards finishing the charac- 
ter of a pretty fellow, all our comrades being 
beloved by some fair lady, and he alone being in 
possession of the good traces of no less than two 
women of quality. I beUeved the rogue told a lie, 
and said to him, ^^ Monsieur Mogicon, to be sure 
you are a handsome young fellow, who have a 
great deal of wit and merit; but I cannot conceive 
how ladies of quality (especially as you don't live 
among such) can allow themselves to be charmed 
by a n)an of your condition." — "Why truly fsaid 
he) they don't know who I am. — I make all my 
conquests in the dress and even in the name of my 
master. I'll tell you how : I dress myself like a 
young nobleman ; I assume his behaviour, and go 
out to take the air ; I ogle all the women I see, 
until I meet witlv one who returns the leer : her I 
follow, and find mfttus to speak witii. I call my- 
self Don Antonio de Centelles, and demand an 
assignation, upon which the lady stands upon cere- 
mony: I press her to comply; she yields, et 
csBtera. — ^By this conduct, my child (added he) 1 
have succeeded in my intrigues, and 1 advise thee 
to follow my example." 

I was too ambitious of making a figure, not to 
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listen to this advice, and besides felt no aversion 
to a love intrigue : I therefore refiolved to disguise 
tnyself like a young nobleman, and go in que^t of 
amorous adventures ; but as I durst not dress my- 
self in our own house, for fear of being observed, 
I took a rich suit of clothes from my mastenfi_^.^ 
wardrobe, and, making it up in a bundle, carried it 
to the house of a little barber, a friend of mine, 
where I thought I could dress and undress with 
more convenience. There 1 adorned myself to the 
best of my power, the barber lending a helping 
hand, in order to set me off; and when we imagin- 
ed it was impossible to add any thing to my ap- 
pearance, I walked towards St. Jerome's meadow ; 
from whence I was persuaded I should not return 
without having found some intrigue to my liking : 
but before I was obliged to go so far fron^ home, I 
started one of a very brilliant expectation. 

As I was crossing a bye-street, I saw a lady 
richly dressed, and perfectly genteel, come out of 
a small house, and get into a hackney-coach that 
stood before the door ; upon which, stopping short 
to gaze, I bowed to her in such a manner, as to 
inform her that I was not at all disgusted at her 
appearance ; and she, to let me see she deserved 
my notice still more than I imagined, lifted up 
^ her veil for a moment, and presented a most agree- 
able countenance to my view : meanwhile the ^ 
coach drove off, and I remained in the street, not 
a little struck with this apparition: "What a 
charming figure ! (said I to «ayself.) Bless me ! 
this is just what I wanted to complete my cha- 
racter* If the two ladies who are in love with 
Mogicon are as handsome as this, I pronounce 
him a lucky knave. I should be charmed with 
my fate had I such a mistress." 

While I made these reflections, I cast my eyes 
by accident towards the bouse from whence I had 
seen this lovely creature come out, and perceived 
K Vol- I. 
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at a parlour-window ai^old gentlewoman, who 
beckoned me t«Mpme in. 

I flew into Tne house in an instant, and found, 
in a pretty handsome parlour, this venerable and ^ 
discreet matron, who, taking me for a marquis at 
least, saluted me with great respect, saying, " I 
donH at all doubt, Signor, that you have conceived 
a very bad opinion of a woman, who, without 
being acquainted with you, beckons you into her 
house : but perhaps you will think more favourably 
of me, when you shall know that I don't treat 
every body in the same manner. Btft you, I sup- 
pose, are a court-lord.'' — " You are not mistaken, 
my soul, said I, (stretching out my right leg, and 
poising my body on my left hip) I am, without 
vanity, of one of the best families in Spain." — " I 
thought so by your appearance (she replied) and I 
, own I love to oblige people of quality ; that is my 
foible. — I observed you through the window, look- 
ing very earnestly (as I suppose) at a lady who 
had just parted from me. Have you a passion 
for her ? tell me sincerely." " Upon the faith of a 
courtier (answered I) she ha& captivated me. 1 
never saw any thing more tempting than that 
creature. — ^Bring us together, my good mother, and 
depend upon my acknowledgment : such good 
offices rendered to us grandees, seldom pass un- 
•recompensed." 

" I have already told you (replied the old gentle- 
woman) that I am whoUy devoted to pec^le of 
quality, and delight, in being useful to them. I 
admit into my house, for instance, certain ladies, 
whom the exteriors of virtue hinder from rec^ving 
their gallants at home ; therefore I accommodate 
them with my house, in order to reconcile the 
warmth of their complexions with the rules of 
decency." — " Very well (said I to her) and I sup- 
pose you have granted that favour to the lady in 
question." — " No, (she replied) this lady is a young 
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Widow of quality, who wants a lover ? but she is so 
oiice in that particular, that I don't know if you 
yourself will please her, notwithstanding your ex- 
traordinary merit : I have already presented to her 
three stout cavaliers, whom she treated with dis- 
dain." — " Adzooks ! ray dear, (cri^d I, with an air 
of assurance) thou hast no more to do, but to put 
me on the scent I will give thee a good account 
of her, believe me. I long to have ^ a tete-a-tete 
with a shy beauty, having never as yet met with 
one of that character." — " Well (said the old lady) 
if you come hither to-morrow about this time, your 
curiosity may be satisfied." — " I will not fail, (an- 
swered I) and we shall see whether or not a young 
nobleman, such as I, may taste the pleasure of a 
conquest." ^ 

I returned to the house of the little barber, 
without desiring any other adventures, but very 
impatient to see the issue of this. Next day, 
therefore, having bejen at great pains to set myself 
off, I repaired to the old gentlewoman's house, an 
hour before the appointment. " Signor (said she) 
I see you are punctual,, and am glad of it : for 
you will find it well worth your trouble. I have 
seen your young widow, and have had some dis- 
course with her about you. She has forbid me to 
speak ; but I have conceived such a friendship for 
you, that I cannot hold my tongue, T »u have 
had the good fortune to make an impression on 
her heart, and will be happy very soon. Between 
you and me, the lady is a delicious morsel; her 
husband lived with her but a very short time ; he 
fleeted away, as it were, like a shadow ; so thjit 
she is as good as a maiden." The good matron, 
doubtless, meant one of those sprightly maidens, 
who know how to enjoy life without tne incum- 
brance of matrimony. 

In a litde time the heroine ^f the assignation 
arrived in a stage-coach, as she had done the day 
before, adorned with all the pomp of dress. As 
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soon as she appeared in the hall, I began by 6-^ 
or six a-la-mode bows, accompanied with the most 
fashionable contortions ; after which, I approached 
her with a very familiar air, saying, " My princess, 
behold a young nobleman, who is enraptured with 
your beauty. Your image, since yesterday, has 
incessantly presented itself to my imagination, and 
expelled a duchess, who had begun to set footing 
in my heart" " The triumph ^answered she, taking 
off her veil) is too glorious lor me, and yet I do 
not perfectly enjoy it; for you young noblemen 
are prone to change, and your hearts, they say, are 
more difficult to keep than quicksilver." — "But, my 
queen (I replied) let us mind the present only, and 
let futurity shift for itself: you are handsome, and 
I amorous ; and, if you approve of my passion, let 
us engage without any fiurther reflection, and em- 
bark like sailors, who think only of the pleasures, 
without perceiving the perils of their voyage." 

So saying, I threw myself, in a transport, at the 
feet of my nymph, and, the better to imitate the 
beans', pressed her, in a petulant manner, to make 
me happy. She seemed a little moved by my en- 
treaties, but thought it was too soon to yield ; 
therefore pushing me gently from her, " Hold 
(said she) you are too forward, and have the air 
of a libertine ; I am afraid you are no better than 
a downright rake." — "O fie. Madam ! (cried I) sure 
you cannot hate what all ladies of fashion love : 
none but tradesmen's wives exclaim against liber- 
tinism." — "¥ou are certainly in the right (she 
replied) and I cannot resist such a convincing 
reason. It is in vain, I find^ to use grimace with 
noblemen like you ; and the women must advance 
one half of the way. Know then your victory 
(added she with an appearance of confusion, as if 
her modesty suffered m the confession :) yoa have 
inspired me with sentiments which I never felt 
before, and 1 wantonly to know who you are, that- 
I may determine to choose yon for my lover. I 
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believe you are a young lord, and, moreover, a 
man of honour. But of this I am not assured ; and 
howsoever I may be prepossessed in your favour, 
I am resolved not to bestow my affection on a 
person unknown." 

It was then I remembered the expedient of Don 
Antonio's valet, on the same occasion ; and, after 
his example, having a mind to pass for my master, 
" Madam, (said I to my widow) I will not refuse 
to tell you my name, which I need not be ashamed 
to own — Did you never hear of Don Matthias de 
Silva ?'* " Yes (replied she) I have even seen him 
at the house of a lady, an acquaintance of mine." 
Although I was pretty well stocked with impu- 
dence, this answer disconcerted me a good deal ; 
however, I recollected myself in an instant, and 
making an effort of genius, to extricate myself, 
" Well, then, my angel fsaid I) you know a lord 
whom — ^I know also. Smce you must have it, I 
am one of the same family ; his grandfather mar> 
ried my grand-uncle's sister-in-law : so that you 
see we are very nearly related. — My name is Don 
Caesar, and I am the only son of the illustrious 
Don Fernando de Ribera, who was slain fifteen 
years ago, in a battle that was fought on the 
frontiers of Portugal. I could describe the action, 
which was hellishly hot ; but that would be losing 
the precious moments which love prompts us to 
employ in a more agreeable manner." 

After this discourse I became more pressing and 
passionate: but all to little effect; the favours 
which my goddess bestowed upon me, only serving 
to make me sigh after those which she refused : 
but though the barbarous creature got into her 
coach that waited at the door, I went home very 
well satisfied with my good fortune, although I 
was not yet perfectly happy. If, said I to myself, 
I have not been able to obtain die height of my 
wisYies, it is because my princess is a lady of rank 
and delicacy, who thioks it indecent to yield to 
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my transports during the first interview. The 
pride of her birth has retarded my happiness, 
which, however, is only delayed for a few days. 
Not but that I had always some suspicions, that 
the whole aflair was a well-concerted trick. But 
I loved to consider it in the most favourable point 
of view, and to preserve the advantageous opii^ion 
I had conceived of the lady, with whom I had 
agreed to meet again next day ; the hope of ac- 
complishing my wishes giving me a taste, by anti- 
cipation, of the pleasures I expected to enjoy. 

With my fancy full of these smiling images, I 
returned to the house of my barber, where I 
changed my dress, and went to wait upon my 
master at a tennis-court, where I knew he was. 
I found him engaged in play, and even perceived 
that he had been lucky ; for be was none of those 
phlegmatic gamesters, who enrich or ruin them- 
selves, without changing a feature. In his pros- 
perity he was full of insulting raillery : but very 
morose when fortune declared against him. Leav- 
ing the tennis-court in great good humour, he went 
directly to the princess theatre, and I followed him 
to the play-house door, where giving me a ducat — • 
" Here, Gil Bias, (said he) since I have been lucky, 
thou shah feel the effects of it; go and enjoy 
thyself with thy companions, and about midnight 
come to me at tike house of Arsenia, where I am 
to sup with Don Alexo Segiar." So saying, he 
went in, and I remained thinking how I should 
spend my ducat, according to the intention of the 
donor. I was not long in suspense ; Clarino, Don 
Alexo^s valet, appeared all of a sudd^, and I car- 
ried him to the next tavern, where we regaled our- 
selves till twelve o'cloqk ; and from thence repaired 
together to the house of Arsenia, where he was 
likewise ordered to rendezvous. A Htde lacquey 
opened the door, and introduced us into a parlour, 
where the waiting-women of Arsenia and F^pri- 
monda sat together, laughing as if for a wager^ 
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while their mistresses entertained our masters 
above. 

The arrival of two merry fellows, who had sup- 
ped to their satisfaction, could not be disagreeable 
to chambermaids, especially to those of the ac- 
tresses ; but what was ray astonishment, when, in 
the person of one of them, I beheld my widow ! 
my adorable widow, whom I believed a marchion- 
ess, or countess. She seemed no less surprised at 
seeing her Don Caesar de Ribera metamorphosed 
into the valet %le chambre of a beau : however we 
observed one another without being disconcerted ;^ 
and both at one time were seized with such a 
violent inclination to laugh, that we could not 
help indulging it. After which, Laura (so was my 
princess called) taking me aside, while Clarino 
made up to her companion, very graciously pre- 
sented her hand, saying, softly — " Take it, Don 
Caesar : instead of reproaching let us compliment 
one another, my friend : you performed your part 
to admiration ; and I did not behave amiss in mine. 
What say you ? confess that you took me for one 
of those fine ladies of quality, who amuse them- 
selves with intrigues." — "' Tis true, (answered I) 
but whosoever you are, my queen, I have not 
changed my sentiments with my dress : I beg you 
will accept my services, and allow the valet de 
chambre of Don Matthias to finish that which Don 
Caesar had so happily begun." — "Yes, (said she) I 
love thee still better in thy own character than in 
that of another : thou art just such a man as I am 
a woman, and that is the strongest approbation I 
can bestow : I therefore receive thee into the crowd 
of my adorers ; we shall have no more occasion for 
the ministry of the old woman : for thou mayest 
come hither with the utmost freedom : we ladies of 
the stage live without constraint, and helter-skelter 
with the men. The eflects of this communication 
?ire sometimes very visible indeed j but the town 
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faughi at Ifaeniy and oar businesg, thou knowvs^ 
h to divert it." 

Here we broke ofl^ because there were others 
present, and the conversation became general^ 
sprightly. Joyous^ and full of palpable douUe en* 
lendres. Every one bore a part ; Arsenia's maid in. 
particular, my lovely Laura, shone very much, and 
showed a great deal more wit than virtue. On the 
other hand, our masters and the actresses oftea 
burst out into long fits of laughter, which we over- 
heard, and from which we concluded that their 
discourse was much of the same stamp with our 
own. If all the fine things which were said that 
night at Arsenia's had been committed to writing,, 
they would have composed, I believe, a treatise 
very instructive for youth. In the mean time, the 
hour of retreat, that is, the dawn arrived, and we 
were obliged to part. Clarino followed Don Alexa, 
and I went home with Don Matthias. 



CHAPTER VL 



That day, while my master was dressing, he 
received a billet from Don Alexo Segiar, desiring 
his company at his house, whither he went, and 
found with him the Marquis of 2^neta, and an- 
other young nobleman of a good mien, whom I 
had never seen before. " Don Matthias (said Se- 
giar to my master, presenting the unknown cavalier) 
this is Don Pompeio de Castro, a relation of mine,, 
who has been at the court of Portugftl almost firom 
his infancy : he arrived at Madrid last night, and 
will set out to-morrow for Lisbon, so that, as he 
can spare me only one day, I am resolved to enjoy 
the precious opportunity, and, in order to make it 
the more agreeable to him, have called you and 



Ihe Marquis of Zeneta ta my assistance." Upon 
thisy my master and Dan Alexo's kinsman em« 
braced and complimented one anodic, and I was 
much pleased with the discourse of Don Pompeki,^ 
who seemed to have a great share of judgment 
and penetration. 

Having dined at Segiar's, these noblemen amiBed 
themselves at cards till the hour of going to the 
play ; and then went all together to the prince's 
theatre, to see a new tragedy, intitled The Queen 
of Carthage. After the representation of the piece, 
they returned, and supped where they had dined : 
the conversation, at first, turning on the piece they 
had seen performed, and afterwards upon the ac- 
tors. '^ As for the work itself (cried Don Matthias) 
I have no great opinion of it ; it makes j£neas still 
more insipid than he is represented in the Mneid ; 
but every body must agree it was divinely played. 
What says Signor Don Pompeio? He does not 
seem to be of my way of thinking." — " Crentlemen 
(said that cavalier, smiling) J have perceived you 
so much charmed with your players, and, in parti- 
cular, with your actresses, ^at I ought not to be 
so bold as to signify my dissent from your opinions." 
— " You are much in the right (said Don Alexo, 
in a jocular manner) your c^isures will be very 
unseasonable here ; and you ought to show some 
respect for our actresses before us, who are the 
trumpets of their reputation. As we drink with 
them every day, we can do no less than warrant 
them perfect in their vocation ; and even give them 
certificates if there be occasion for it."'r— ^* I do not 
at all doubt it (answered his relation) and I dare 
say you would do the same for their morals, sq 
much are you their friends." 

" Tour comedians at Lisbon fsaid the Marqws 
of Zeneta, with a sneer) are, doun^ss much better 
than ours." — " Tes, certainly (replied Doa Pom-' 
peio) at least, Acre are some of Aeta who have 
no defect."— *♦ And these (resumed the Marquis) 
K » Vol.. r. 1$ 
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nay depend upon yoiur cerdficate." — ^^ I bav?B n€^ 
connection with theni (said Don Pompeio) and, a9 
I never enter into their parties of pleasnre, can 
judge of their merit withont prejudice* But do 
you really (added he) think your company so ex*- 
cellent ?'' — '^ No, faith ! (said the Marquis) I believe 
DO such thing ; and provided you give me leave to 
defend a very small number of the players,^ I will 
willingly give up all the rest. WonH you allow 
that she who played the part of Dido is an admir- 
able actress? Did she not represent the queen 
with all the dignity and grace which is conformable 
to the idea we have of her ? and did not you ad- 
mire her art in engaging the mind of the spectatcnr, 
and making him feel the emodons of all those 

Kassions that are expressed ? She may be said to 
8 consummately skilled in all the refinements of 
declamadon." — " I agree (said Don Pompeio) that 
she knows how to awake and touch the passions 
of the audience ; no player had ever more feeling, 
and, oa the whole, her representadon b very fine. 
I was shocked with two or three things in h^ per- 
formance. When she would express surprise she 
rolls her eyes in such an extravagant manner, as 
very ill becomes the deportment of a princess.' 
Add to this, that in raising her voice, which' is 
naturally low, she corrupts the sweetness of it, 
and produces a very disagreeable croaking: besides, 
in more places than one, she gave reason to suspect 
that she did not very well understand her part: 
but, however, I am inclined to impute this rather 
to inattention than want of capacity." 

" By what I can see (said Don Matthias to the 
cridc) you will scarce write a panegyric on our 
actresses." — " Pardon me (replied Don Pompeio) 
I can discover great talents through their defects. 
I own I was enchanted with that actress who per- 
formed the part of a chambermaid in the interludes : 
she. has a fine genius, treads the stage gracefully, 
and every witticism she utters is seasoned with a 
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siurcastic smile, full of charms, which very much 
enhances the value of what is said. She may, in- 
deed, be blamed for indulging her fire sometimes 
a little too much, and transgressing the bounds of 
modest assurance. But we must not be too se- 
vere ; and I could only wish that she would correct 
one bad habit she has contracted. Oft times, in 
the middle of a serious scene, she interrupts the 
performance all of a sudden, by yielding to a silly 
desire of laughing, with which she is seized. You'U 
say she is applauded by the pit, even at these 
times : there, 1 own, she fa lucky." 

" Well, what do you think of the men f (said the 
Marquis, interrupting him) surely you'll charge 
them full volley, since you have been so unmerciful 
to the women." — " No (said Don Pompeio) I think 
you have some promising young actors ; and am 
particularly pleased with diat fat comedian who 
acted the part of Dido's prime minister : he repeats 
very naturally, and declaims just as they do in 
Portugal." — " If he can please you (said Segiar) 
you must be charmed with the action of him who 
played the part of Mneas. Is not he a great come- 
dian ! an original !" — " Very original ] (replied the 
critic) his cadence fa quite peculiar, and his tones 
abundantly shrill : he almost always deserts nature, 
hurries over the words which contain the senti- 
ment, and places the emphasis where it should not 
be ; making pauses even on articles and conjunc- 
tions. He diverted me very much; particularly 
when he expressed to his confidant the violence he 
did himself in abandoning the princess ; never was 
grief more comicallv expressed." — " Softly, cousin 
(replied Don Alexo) thou wilt make us believe, by 
and by, that there is not a great deal of taste at 
the court of Portugal, Dost thou know that the 
actor of whom we speak is reckoned a phoenix ? 
Didst thou not Jiear what claps of applause he . 
obtained f A plain proof that he is far from being 
contemptible."—" That is no proof at all (answered 
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Don Pompeio.^ Gentlemai (added he) let in ooi^ 
I beg cyf youy lay any stress upon the applause of 
the pity which is often bestowed very unseasonably t 
*«-nay, more seldom on true merit than on false, 
as Ph«edrus observes, by an ingenious fable, whidi 
I beff leave to repeat Here it is — 

<' The inhabitants of a certain city bring assem- 
bled in public to see pantomimes, there was among^ 
the performers a favorite actor, whom they ap^ 
plauded every moment. This buffoon, having a 
mind to close the scene with a new kind of repre- 
sentation, appeared alone upon the staege, stooped 
down, covering bis head with his cloak, and squeak- 
ing like a pig, acquitted himself so well, that the 
audience actually imagined he had one under his 
clothes : they ordered him therefore to strip ; which 
he having done, and nothing appearing, the whole 
assembly thundered applause. — A peasant who 
happened to be one*^ of the spectators, shocked at 
these expressicms of admiration, cried, ^Gende- 
men, you have no cause to be charmed with that 
buffoon, who is not such an exquisite actor as you 
imagine : I can play the pig better than he, and, if 
yon doubt it, come hither again to-morrow at this 
hour.' The people, prepossessed in favor of their 
pantomimes, reassembled next day in greater num- 
bers, rather to hiss the peasant &an see what he 
eould do. The two rivals appecuring on the stage, 
the buffoon b^an, and was applauded more than 
ever : then the countrjrman, stooping in his tum^ 
and muffling his head in his cloak, pinched the ear 
of a real pig, which he held under his arm, and 
made it squeak most piercingly ; nevertheless, the 
audience gave the preference to the pantomime, 
and hooted the peasant, who all df a sudden pro- 
ducing the pig to the spectators, ' Gentlemen (said 
he,} it is not me whom you hiss, but tins poor pig 
himself : such excellent judges you are!' " 
. " Cousin (said Alexo) thy fiible is too severe • 
hut nothwithstanding thy pig, we will not j^ve up 
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tmr ophnon. . Let us ehftnge the discourse (added 
he) I am tired of this subject. So, thou wilt depart 
to-morrow, in spite of my desire to enjoy thy com- 
pany a little longer ?" — ^" I wish 1 could make a 
longer stay at Madrid ^replied his kinsman) but it 
is not in my power. I nave told you already, that 
I came to the court of Spain about an a^ir of 
state ; and, at my arrival yesterday, had an audi- 
ence of the prime minister, whom I shall see again 
to-morrow morning ; immediately after which I 
shall set out on my return to Lisbon." — " Thou art 
become altogether Portuguese (said Segiar) and in 
all likelihood wilt never return to live in Madrid." 
— " I believe I shall not (answered Don Pompeio) 
for I am so happy as to be beloved by the king of 
Portugal, and enjoy a great deal of pleasure at his 
court. But notwithstanding his kindness to me, 
would you believe that I have been on liie point 
of quitting his dominions for ever ?"— " Pray tell 
us the reason (said Don Alexo.V' — " With all my 
heart (answered Don Pompeio; and at the same 
time will relate the story of my life." 



CHAPTER VII. 



Don Alexo (added he) knows that while I was 
yet a little boy I resolved to carry arms ; and that, 
seeing our own country^in profound peace, I went 
to Portugal, from whence I passed over into Africa 
with the duke of Braganza, who gave me employ- 
ment in the army under his command. Being a 
younger brother of very small fortune, I was under 
a necessity of signalizing" myself in such a manner 
as to attract the notice of the general ; and did my 
duty so well, that th^ duke promoted and put me 
into a condition to serve with honour. After a long 
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war, the issue of which you all know, I attached 
myself to the court ; and the king, upon the recom- 
mendation of the g^seral officers, gratified me with 
a considerable pension. Sensible of this monarch's 
generosity, I lost no occasion of manifesting my 
gratitude by ray assiduity; and was always in 
attepdance at diose hours in which people are 

f^rmitted to pay their respects ; by which behaviour 
insensibly acquired the love of that prince, who 
honoured me with new favours. 

Having one day distinguished myself at the ring, 
and a bvdl fight that preceded it, the whole court 
commended my strength and address ; and when 
I returned home, loaded with applause, I found a 
billet importing that a lady, the conquest of whom 
ought to flatter me more than all the honour I had 
that day acquired, wanted to converse with me ; 
and that I should in the twilight repair to a cer- 
tain place that was described. This letter gave 
me more pleasure than all the praise! had re- 
ceived, and I imagined that the person who wrote 
it must be a lady of the first quality. You may 
easily guess that I flew to the rendezvous, where 
an old woman being in waiting, to serve as a guide, 
introduced me by a little garden-door into a great 
house, and shut me in a rich closet, saying, ^^ Stay 
here until I inform my mistress of your arrival." 
I perceived a great many curious things in this 
closet, which was enlightened by a great number 
of wax-candles 5 but my sole view in considering 
its magnificence was to confirm myself in the opi- 
nion I had already conceived of the lady's rank. 
If all that I saw seemed to assure me she was a 
person of the first quality, when she appeared I 
was convinced of it, by her noble and majestic air. 
Nevertheless I was mistaken. 

" Signor cavalier (said she) after the advances I 
have m^de, it would be ridiculous to conceal the 
tender sentiments I have for you, which, however, 
were not inspired by that merit you have this day 
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shown before the whole court. That has only 
hastened the discovery : for I have seen you more 
than once, and enquired into your character, which 
pleased me so much that I determined to follow 
my inclination. DonH imagine (added she) that* 
you have made a conquest of some duchess. I am 
no other than the widow of a simple officer of the 
king's guards : but what makes yoiur victory still 
more glorious, is the preference 1 give you to one 
of the greatest lords of the kingdom. The Duke 
of Almeyda is in love with me, and spares nothing 
to inflame me with a mutual passion ; but hitherto 
he has been unsuccessful, and I suffer his addresses 
onlv through vanity." 

Though I found by her discourse that I had to 
do with a coquette, I thought myself very much 
obliged to fortune for this adventure ; Donna Hor- 
•tensia fso was the lady called) was still in the 
prime or youth ; and I was dazzled with her beauty : 
besides, she offered me the possession of a heart 
which would not yield to the addresses of a duke. 
What a triumph was this for a young Spanish ca- 
valier ! I accordingly threw myself at her feet, 
thanked her for her goodness, said all that a man 
of gallantry could utter on such an occasion, and 
she had reason to be satisfied with the transports 
of my gratitude. We parted the best friends in 
the world, after having agreed to see one another 
every night on which she should be disengaged 
from the Duke of Almeydi, and this she promised 
to advertise me of punctually ; in which she did 
not fail : so that, in a word, I became the Adonis 
of tliis new Venus. 

But the pleasures of life are far from being 
eternal ! Whatever measures the lady could take 
to conceal our correspondence from my rival, he 
did not fail to get notice of the whole of what it 
was so much our interest to keep from his know- 
ledge. A malcontent chambermaid informed him 
of 3ie affair ; and that lord, naturally generouS; - 
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bnt withal haughty, jealous, and passionate, was 
incensed at my presumption t rage and jealousy 
took possession of his soul ; and following the dic- 
tates of his fury, he resolved to avenge himself of 
me in an infamous manner. One ni^it, while I 
was with Hortensia, he waited for me at the little 
^rden-door, attended by all his fi)otmen, armed 
with clubs ; and as soon as I came out, making 
these wretches seize me, ordered them to cudgel 
me to death. ^' Strike (said he,) and let the auda- 
cious villain perish under your hands ; for so am 
I resolved to punish his insolence." He had no 
sooner spoke these words than his people assaulted 
me all together, and gave me so many blows, that 
I lay stretched upon the ground without sense or 
motion. After which they retired with their mas- 
ter, who had regaled himself with this cruel exe- 
cution ; and I remained as they left me during the 
rest of the night At break of day some people 
happened to pass, and perceiving still some life in 
me, were so charitable as to carry me to the house 
of a surgeon : luckily my wounds were not mortal, 
and I fell into the hands of a skilful artist, who 
made a perfect cure of me in two months; at the 
end of which time I repaired agsun to court, and 
resumed my former way of living, save that I never 
went back to Hortensia, who on her part took no 
step to see me again, because the duke on these 
terms had pardoned her infidelity. 

My adventure being universally known, and no- 
body suspecting my courage, every one was asto- 
nished to see me as tranquil as if I had not receiv- 
ed an afiront ; for I imparted my thoughts to no 
man breathing, and seemed to be void of all re- 
senUnent; so diat people did not know what to 
think of my feigned insensibility. Some believed 
that, notwithstanding my courage, the rank of 
my antagonist kept me in awe, and obliged me to 
digest the injury ; others, with more reason, sus- 
pected my silence, and looked upon the peaceftd 



ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS. 23S 

appearance I put <m as a deceitfttl calm. Of this 
opinion was the king, who did not think me a 
person that would leave such an outrage unpunish- 
ed ; but believed that I could not fail to revenge 
myself as soon as I could find a favourable oppor- 
tunity. That he might know whether or not he 
guessed my sentiments aright, he called me one 
day into his closet, where he said, " Don Pompeio, 
I know the accident which has happened to you, 
and am^ I confess, surprised at your tranquillity, 
which must certainly be dissimulation." — " Sire 
(I replied,) I know not who was the agressor, hav- 
ing been attacked in the dark by pedple unknown f 
so that I must console myself for the misfortune 
as well as I can." — " No, no, (said the king) you 
must not think to dupe me with that evasion, 
which is all dissembled : I have been informed of 
the whole affair : the Duke of Almeyda has given 
you a mortal affront. You are a gentleman and a 
Castilian, and I know what these qualities oblige 
you to do. You have formed a resolution to 
avenge yourself. Communicate your scheme to 
me. I insist upon it, and don't be afraid that you 
shall have cause to repent of making me your con- 
fidant." 

" Since your majesty (answered I) commands iu 
I will discover my sentiments. Yes, Sire, I intend 
to take vengeance for the affront I have suffered. 
Every one who bears the name of a gentleman is 
accountable for it to his family. You know the 
unworthy treatment I have received ; and I purpose 
to assassinate thie Duke of Almeyda, to revenge 
myself in a manner suitable to the offence. I will 
plunge a poignard into his breast, or shoot him 
through the head, and escape if I can into Spain. 
This is my design." — " It is a violent one (said the 
king) nevertheless I cannot condemn it, after the 
cruel outrage which the Duke of Almeyda has 
committed upon you. He is worthy of the chas- 
tisement you reserve for him : but do not execute 
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your enterprise in a hurry. lieave it to me to find 
out an expedient for bringing you to an accommo- 
dation." — "Ah, Sir! (cried I, very much chagrined) 
why did you oblige me to reveal my secret ? What 
expedient can — " — " If I don't find one to your 
satisfaction (said he, interrupting me) you may put 
your resolution in practice. I don't intend to 
abuse the confidence you have reposed in me, and 
will by no means betray your honour. So that you 
may make yourself easy on that score." 

I was greatly at a loss to, know in what manner 
the king intended to terminate the affair in an 
amicable manner : and this is the method he took. 
In a private conversation with the Duke of Almey- 
da, " My lord (said he) you have injured Don 
Pompeio de Castro ; ana as you are not ignorant 
of his being a man of illustrious birth, and a gen- 
tleman whom I lofve on account of his faithful 
services, you ought to give him satisfaction." — " I 
am not of an humour to refuse it ; (answered the 
duke) if he complains of my wrath, I am ready to 
do him justice in the field." — " You must give 
him another sort of reparation (replied the king ;) 
a Spanish gentleman understands the point of ho- 
nour too well to fight openly with a secret assassin. 
I can give you no other name, and you cannot 
expiate the indignity of your action any other way 
than by presenting your enemy with a cane, and 
submitting to a retaliation."—" O heavens ! (cried 
the Duke) What, Sir ! would you have a man of my 
rank condescend to humble himself before a simple 
cavalier, and allow himself to be caned ?" — "No, 
(replied the moharch) I will make Don Pompeio 
promise that he will not strike you. Only ask 
pardon for the violence you committed, and pre- 
sent him with a cane — that is all I emect of you." 
•^^" And that is too much to expect from me, Sir, 
(said the Duke interrupting him hastiM I will 
radier continue exposed to 3ie secret shafts of his 
•evenge." — "Your life is dear to me (said th€t 
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king) and my desire is that this affair may have no 
bad consequences. To bring it to a conclusion 
the less disagreeable for you, I will^e the only 
witness to that satisfaction which I msist on your 
making to the Spaniard." 

The king had occasion for all his power over the 
duke, to bring him to this mortifying condescen- 
sion. However, he succeeded; and afterwards 
sending for me, recounted the discourse he had 
with my enemy, and asked if I would be satisfied 
with the reparation agreed upon between them. 
I answered in the affirmative, and gave my word 
and honour, that, far from striking the offender, I 
would not even accept of the cane he should pre- 
sent to me. Things being regulated in this man- 
ner, the duke and I, one day, went at a certain 
hour to the king, who shutting himself up with us 
in the closet, " Come (said he to the duke) acknow- 
ledge your fault, and deserve to be forgiven/' 
Upon this my enemy made his apology, and pre- 
sented me with a cane which he had in his hand. 
" Don Pompeio (said the monarch to me, that in- 
stant) take the cane, and let not my presence 
hinder you from satisfying your injured honour : 
I acquit you of the promise you made, not to strike 
the duke." — " No, Sir, (answered I) it Is sufficient 
that he submits to be beaten ; an injured Spaniard 
asks no more." — " Well, (replied the king) since 
you are contented with that satisfaction, you may 
now enjoy the privilege of a regular process : mea- 
sure your swords, and determine your quarrel like 
men of honour," " It is what I ardently desire ! 
(cried the Duke of Almeyda, with precipitation) 
and that alone is capable of consoling me for the 
shameful condescension I have made." 

So saying, he went away full of rage and con- 
fusion, and two hours after sent to let me know 
that he waited for me hi a private place. Thither 
I repaired, and found that lord in a humour ^Sk 
fight heartily. He was not (juite forty, and wante^*^ 
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neither courage nor skill, so that the match was 
pretty equal. " Come, Don Pompeio (said he) let 
us decide our difference here : hodi of us ought to 
be exasperated to the highest pitch ; you, for the 
treatment you have received at my hands ; and I, 
for having asked your pardon." With these words 
he drew upon fne so suddenly, that I had not 
time to make any reply, and pushed with great 
vigour ; but I had the good fortune to parry all his 
thrusts, and attacked him in ray turn ; when I 
found I had to do with an antagonist who knew 
how to defend as well as to assault ; and I don't 
know what might have happened, if he had not 
made a false step in retreating, and fallen back- 
ward. I stopped immediately, and bid him get up 
— and he answered, " Why do you spare me .'* I am 
injured by your pity." — " I will not wrong my glory 
so much (said I) as to take the advantage of your 
misfortune ; get up once more, and let us fight it 
out" 

" Don Pompeio (said he, rising) after this in- 
stance of your generosity, honour will not permit 
me to use^ my sword against you. What would 
the world say of me should I kill you ? I should 
be looked upon as a coward, who had taken 
the life of a person who had it in his power to 
deprive me of mine. 1 can, therefore, no longer 
fight against you, and I feel the warm traflsports of 
gratitude succeed those furious emotions which 
reigned within my breast. Don Pompeio (added 
he) let our mutual hatred cease. Let us even go 
farther and, be friends." — " Ah, my lord, (cried if,) 
I embrace the agreeable proposal with joy ! I vow 
the most sincere friendship : and, as die first proof, 
promise never to set foot within the door of Donna 
Hortensia, even though she should desire to see 
me." — " It is I (said he) who must yield that lady 
to you. You have a juster title to her, since her 
ipclination is fixed upon you." — " No, no ! (cried 
t, interrupting him) you love her, and the favoiurs 
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which she might bestow upon me would give yon 
pain ; I sacrifice them, therefore, to your repose." 
— " Ah, too generous Castilian (replied the duke, 
locking me in his arms !) I am charmed with your 
sentiments ! What remorse do they produce within 
me ! With what grief — ^with what shame do I reflect 
on the outrage you received! The satisfaction I 

five you in the king's closet seems now too slight ; 
will make a better reparation for the injury, and 
in order to efiace the dishonour of it entirely, I 
o6rer one of my nieces to you in marriage ; she is a 
rich heiress, not yet fifteen, and still (nore beauti- 
ftd than young." 

I made my compliments to the duke in such 
expressions of acknowledgments as the honour of 
entering into his alliance inspired ; and in a. few 
days married his niece. The whole court congra* 
tulated him on his generosity to a gentleman 
whom he had covered with ignominy ; and my 
friends rejoiced with me on die happy conclusion 
of an adventure which seemed to promise a more 
melancholy issue. Since that time, gentlemen, I 
live agreeably at Lisbon, beloved by my wife, of 
whom I am still fond ; the Duke of Almeyda gives 
me every day fresh proofs of his firiendslup ; and I 
dare boast of being pretty well with the King of 
Portugal : die importance of this my journey to 
Madrid, which I undertook by his order, being a 
sufficient evidence of his esteem. 



CHAPTER Vm. 



Such was the story that Don Pompeio reconm- 
ed, and which the valet of Don Alexo and I over^ 
heard, although they had taken the precaution of 
sending us away before it was begun : but, instead 
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of retiring, we stopped at the door, which we had 
left half open, and nrom thence lost not a word of 
what was sak). After tlAs, the noblemen set in to 
drinking, but their debauch did not last till day ; 
because Don Pompeio, who was to attend die 
prime minister in the morning, was very desirous 
of a little rest Accordingly, the Marquis of Zen^ 
ta and my master embracing that cavalier, bid him 
adieu, and left him with his kinsman. 

We went to bed for this time before morn, and 
Don Matthias, when we waked, invested me with a 
new employment " GM Bias (said he) take paper 
and ink, and write two or three letters which I 
will dictate ; henceforward thou art my secretary." 
— ** Good (said I to myself) anodier addition to my 
functions : as a lacquey, I follow my master every 
where ; as a valet de cbambfe, help him to dress ; 
and write under him as his secretary. Heaven be 
praised ! I act, like Hecate, in a three-fold capaci* 
ty." — " Thou dost not know (added he) what I am 
about ; which is briefly this — ^but be secret — ^for thy 
life shall answer it. As I sometimes meet with 
people who boast of their good fortune in love in- 
trigues, I am resolved, in order to excel tiiem all, 
to have always in my pocket feigned letters from 
women, which I will read on such occasions. This 
will afford me some diversion, and, more happy 
tiiam those of my fellows who acquire conquests only 
for the pleasure of making them public, I will pub- 
lish those which I have not had the trouble to 
make ; but remember to disguise tiiy hand in such 
a manner, as that the billets may not appear to be 
written by the same person." 

Upon this I took paper, pen, and ink, and sat 
down to obey Don Matthias, who at first dictated 

a love-letter in these terms : 

J- 

*' You was not to-night at the place of assigna- 
tion. Ah, Don Matthias! what can you say to 
Justify yourself? How much have I been mistaken, 
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and how well have I been punished for havmg the 
vanity to think that you would sacrifice all the 
amusements and business of the gay world, to the 
pleasure of seeing Donna Clara de Mendoza !" 

The next billet he made me write was in the 
name of a lady, who preferred him to a prince ; and 
the last from one who told him, that, if she was 
sure of his discostion, she would make a voyage 
with him to the island of Cythera. He was not 
satisfied with dictating these fine epistles: he 
obliged me also to subscribe them with the names 
of ladies of quality. Upon which I could not help 
observing, that I thought it a ticklish affair ; but be 
desired me to keep my advice to myself, until he 
should have occasion to ask it : I was therefore 
obliged to execute his commands in silence. This 
being done, he got up, dressed, put the letters in 
his pocket, and went out ; and I followed him to 
the house of Don Juan de Moncada, who had 
invited five or six gentlemen of his friends to din- 
ner. 

The entertainn^nt nf as sumptuous ; and mirth, 
the best ingredient in all banquets, reigned during 
the repast. All the guests contributed to enliven 
the conversation ; some by raillery, and others by 
recounting exploits of which they themselves were 
the heroes. My master, unwilling to lose such a 
fair opportunity of profiting by tihe letters he had 
made me write, read them aloud, with such an air 
of assurance, that (his secretary excepted) every 
body seemed to believe them genuine. — Among the 
gentlemen before whom he was guilty of this 
effrontery, there was one Don Lope de Velasco, a 
very sedate man, who, instead of rejoicing like the 
rest at the success of the reader, coldly asked if 
the conquest of Donna Clara had cost him dear ? — 
" Almost less than nothing (replied Don Matthias) 
she made all the advances. Having seen me in the 
park, I happened to please her ; upon which I was 
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followed by her order, and, as soon as she Icfarned 
who I was, she wrote to me, appointing an assig- 
Bation at her house in the night, when all the family 
should be a-bed. I obeyed the summons, and was 
introduced to her apartment. — I am too much of a, 
gentleman to tell what followed." 

At this laconic detail the lord ef Velasco changed 
countenance, and it was not difficult to perceive 
what concern he had in the lady in question. '* All 
these billets (said he, darting a furious look at my 
.master) are absolutely false, and especially, that 
which you boast of having received from Donna 
Clara de Mendoza, than whom there is not a more 
chaste young lady in Spain. A gentleman, no ways 
your inferior either in birth or personal merit, has 
done every thing in his power, during two whole 
years, to make an impression on her heart ; and 
scarce has he been able to obtain the most innocent 
favours, though he has reason to flatter himself 
that if she was capable of granting any other kind 
of indulgence, it would be to him alone." — " Hey- 
day ! who says any thing to the contrary ? («aid 
Don Matthias, widi an adr of raillery.) I agree 
widi you that she is a lady of honour : and, for my 
part, I am a young fellow of honour ; consequently 
you ought to believe that nothing which was not 
very honourable passed between us." — " Ah ! thk 
is too much (cried Don Lope, interrupting him :) 
jesting apart, you are an impostor. Donna Clara 
never made an assignation with you at night ; and 
I will not suffer you to blacken her reputation. — 
I shall say no more at present" Having thus ex* 
pressed himself, he looked sternly at the whole 
company, and retired in such a manner as to make 
me believe that this aflfair would have very bad 
consequences. My master, who was brave enough 
for a lord of his character, despising the threats of 
Don Lope, ''What a fool there is! fcried-he, 
bursting into a fit of laughter) your knignt-erranis 
pretended only to maintain the beauty of their 
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mistresses ; but he, forsooth, must vindicate the 
chastity of his. Now this to me seems still more 
extravagant." 

Velasco's retreat, which was in vain opposed by 
Moncada, did not at all disturb the banquet : the 
cavaliers, without taking much notice of it^ conti- 
nued their mirth, and did not part till next morning 
at five o'clock, when my master and I went home 
to bed. I was overwhelmed with drowsiness, and 
hoped to enjoy a good sleep ; but I reckoned with- 
out my host, or rather without our porter, who 
came and waked me an hour after, telling me that 
there was a young man at the gate, who wanted to 
speak with me. " Ah ! curse thee for a porter 
(cried I, yawning) dost thou consider that I have 
fust now gone to bed ? Tell the young man that I 
am asleep, and bid him return at another time." — 
** He must speak witii you instandy (replied he) for 
he assures me that the affair will admit of no 
delay." At these words I got up, and putting on 
my breeches and doublet only, went to the door, 
cursing all the way. — " Friend (said I to the young 
man who waited for me) let me know, if you please, 
what pressing affair procures me the honour of see- 
ing you so early in the morning ?" — " I have (an- 
swered he) a letter for Don Matthias, to be 
delivered into his own hand. He must read it 
immediately ; for it is of the utmost consequence 
to him : I beg you will therefore show me into his 
chamber." Thinking it treated on some very im- 
portant affair, I took the liberty of waking my 
master : " I ask pardon, (said I to him) for inter- 
jrupting - your repose ; but the importance — *' 
<' What wouWst thou have ?" (cried he hastily.) 
Upon which the young man who accompanied me 
j»aid, " My lord, I have a letter for you from Don 
Jjope de Velasco." Don Matthias took, openedy. 
and having read it, said to Don Lope's vale^ 
^< Hark'e, child, I would not get up before noon to 
make one in the best party of pleasure that ever 
h Voim I. 16 
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was proposed ;. judge, then, if I shall rise at sur 
o'clock in the morning to fight — ^Thou may'st teU 
thy master, if he will be in the same place half ao 
hour after twelve, I will meet him there." So say<* 
ing, he sunk down in his bed, and fell asleep again 
with great expedition. 

Between eleven and twelve he got up, and, dress- 
ing with great composure, went out, telling me he 
would dispense with my attendance ; but I was too 
curious to know the consequence to obey him in 
tliis, and therefore walked at some distance behind 
him to St. Jerome's meadow, where I perceived 
Don Lope de Velasco waiting for him in a resolute 
manner. The better to observe them, I concealed 
myself, and, from afar, could see them meet, and 
begin to fight a moment after. The combat was 
ong, each in his turn hayiiig pushed his antagonist 
with great vigour and address: but victory declared 
for Don Lope, who run my master through the 
bodv, and, leaving him stretched upon the groundi 
made off, verv well satisfied with the vengeance he 
had taken. , I ran up to the unfortunate Don Mat- 
thias, whom I found without sense, and almost 
without life. I was melted at the sight, and could 
not help shedding tears at a death of which I had 
been an involuntary instrument — ^Notwithstandmg 
my grief, however, I did not forget my own litde 
concerns ; but returned home with all haste, where 
(without speaking a syllable of the matter) I made 
op a bundle of my clothes, among which I threw, 
by mistake, some of my master's moveables ; and, 
when I had carried it to the barber's house, where 
I had left my intriguing Suit, published through the 
whole city the fatal accident of which I was wit- 
ness: I told it to every body who gave me the 
hearing, and, in particular, took care to inform 
Rodriguez of what had happened. He seemed less 
afflicted with die news, than busied about the mea- 
sures he was to take on this occasion. Having 
^assembled the servants, he ordered them to follow 



ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS. fi43 

Urn 5 and, repairing in a b6dy to St. Jerome's mea- 
dow, we took up our master^ who, though be still 
breathed, died iir three hours after he was carried 
Itohis own house. Thus perished Don Matthias de 
. Silva, for having taken it into his head to read 
forged love-letters at an unseasonable time. 



CHAPTER IX. 



> A FEW days after the funeral qf Don Matthias, 
•all his servants being paid and dismissed, I fixed 
my abode in the house of the tittle barber, with 
whom I began to live in strict friendship ; and 
there I promised myself more pleasure than with 
Melendez. As I ^d not want money, I was in no 
hurry to enquire about a new place : besides, I was 
•become nice on that point, and resolved to serve 
none but the quality for the future ; for which rea^ 
son I intended to examine narrowly into whatever 
post should occur, believing that diere was none 
too good for me ; so much did I then diink the 
valet of a young nobleman preferable to all others. 
In the mean time, until fortune should present 
such a family as I thought I deserved, I imagined 
nothing could be more agreeable than to consecrate 
■my leisure to my handsome Laura, whom I had 
4iot seen since that night when we were both so 
pleasantly undeceived. I durst not dress in the 
suit ofX)on Caesar de Ribera, which (unless I had 
assumed it for a disguise) would have made me pass 
for a downright madman; but my own was still 
very decent, and being very well equipped ia 
stockings, s^oes, and hat, I adjusted nr^^se^ with 
the barber's assistance, in a middle way between 
Don Csesar aod 'Gil Bias, and in this conditi<r 
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repaired to Arsenia's house; where, jSnding her 
alone, in Ihe same parlour where I had seen her 
before, she no sooner perceived me than she cried» 
" Ha ! are you there r I thought I had lost you 
Seven or eight (lays are passed since I gave you 
the permission of visiting me : I see you don't abuse 
the liberties in which the ladies indulge you.*^ 

I excused myself on account of my master's 
death, and the business in which I had been 
engaged ; and added in a very polite manner, that 
even in die midst of all my cares die fair Laura 
had still kept possession of my heart. " Well, then 
(said she) I will reproach you no more ; but own, 
that I had also thought of you : and as soon as I 
heard of the misfortune of Don Matthias, formed a 
project which, perhaps, will not displease you. — 
Some time ago I heard my mistress say, that she 
wanted to have a kind of steward in the house : a 
young man who should understand economy, and 
keep an exact account of the money disburseid for 
housekeeping. 1 have cast my eyes on ygur lord- 
ship, and believe you would not be an improp^ 
person for that employment." — "I perceive (an- 
swered I) that I should acquit myself in it td a 
wonder; for I have read Aristotle's (Economics; 
and, as to keeping accounts, it is my chief excel- 
lence. But, child (added I) there is one objection 
to my engaging in Arsenia's service. — " What may 
that bf f' (said Laura.) — " I have sworn (I replied) 
never to serve a plebeian : nay, I have sworn by 
Styx ; and if Jupiter himself durst not violate that 
oath, judge if a valet ought not to regard it." — 
" Whom dost thou call plebeians ? (said the cham- 
bermaid, widi an air of disdain.) Dost thou rank* 
actresses with the wives of counsellors and attor* 
neys ? Know, friend, that the ladies of the stage 
are not only noble, but arch-noble, by the alliance 
they contract with men of quality." 

^* If that be the case, my princess (said I) I may 
aocept of the place for which you have destined 
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me, without derogating from the dignity of my 
resolution." — " Certainly (she replied) to pass from 
the family of a beau into the service of a theatrical 
heroine, is still to maintain the same sphere of life ; 
for we rank in all respects with the quality : we 
keep'equipages like them ; we live as well ; and, at 
bottom, ought to hold the same esteem in civil life. 
Really (added she) if we consider a marquis and a 
player, through the course of a day, we shall find 
them upon a pretty equal footing ; for, granting 
that the marquis, during three parts of the day, is, 
by virtue of his blood, superior to the player ; the 
actor, during the remaining part, is raised still 
more above the marquis by die cue of an emperor 
or king whom he represents. This, in my opinion, 
invests us with such nobility and grandeur as at 
least equals us to the people at court." — " O ! truly 
(I replied) you are, without contradiction, on a 
level witii the courtiers. . What the deuce ! play- 
ers, I find, are not such scums as I imagined ; 
and you fire me with an inclination to serve such 
honourable people." — " Well, then (said she) come 
back again in two days : I ask namore time to dis- 
pose my mistress for thy reception. I will speak 
to her in thy behalf; and, as I have some interest 
with her, I am persuaded that thou wilt be admit- 
ted into her service." 

I thanked Laura for her firiendship, and assured 
her that I was penetrated with gratitude, which I 
expressed with such transports as left her no room 
to doubt my sincerity. We maintained a pretty 
long conversation together, and it would have 
lasted longer, had not a little page come to tell my 
princess, &at Arsenia wanted her ; upon which we 
parted. I quitted the house of this actress, in the 
sweet hope of living in it at my ease in a very short 
dme ; and did not fail to return at die time ap- 
pointed. '^ I was just expecting thee (said Laura) 
m order to assure thee that thou art now one, of 
the household : come, follow me, and I will present 
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thee to my mistress." So saying, sbe carried me 
into an apartment, composed of five or six rooms 
of a floor, each more richly furnished than the 
other. 

Heavens ! what luxury and m^agnificence ! I be- 
lieved myself in the palace of a vice-queen; or 
rather thou^t I saw aH the riches in the world 
amassed together in one place : for there was va- 
riety of things produced in different nations ; and 
one might term this apartment the temple of some: 
goddess, to whom every traveller presented say 
offering of the rarities of his country. — I perceived 
the divinity^ seated on a large satin couch, charm- 
ing to the eye, and sleek with the steams of sacri-' 
fice : she was in a genteel dishabille, and her fair 
hknds were busy in preparing a new head-dress, iit 
which she Was to perform that night. " Madam^ 
(said her maid) here is the housekeeper I mention- 
ed. I can assure you, that yon will not find one 
more for your purpose." Arsenia looked at me 
very attentively, and I had the good fortune to 
please her. " Aha ! Laura (cried she^ there's a 
pretty young fellow. 1 foresee that I snail be very 
well satisfied with him." Then addressing herself 
to me, " Child (said she) I like your appearance^ 
and am at a word : if you serve me well, you 
shall have no cause to complain." I answered,' 
that my whole study and endeavour should be 
to please her: and, seeing that we were agreed^, 
went to fetch my clothes, and was installed in my 
new office. 
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CHAPTER X. 



It being near play-time, my mistress bid Laura 
and me foDow her to the theatre. We went ac- 
cordingly to her tiring-room, where she put off her 
ordinary dress, and took another more magnificent 
for her appearance on the stage. The curtain being 
drawn, Laura conducted and sat down by me in a 
place where we could both see and hear the actors 
perfectly well. I was disgusted at the greatest 
part of them, doubdess because Don Pompeio had 
prejudiced me against them. Several, however, 
were very much applauded, and among these even 
some who put me in mind of the fable of the pig. 

Laura told me the names of all the actors and 
actresses as they presented themselves ; and, not * 
contented with this, the satirical baggage described 
their characters nicely, as they appeared. " This 
here (said she) is a noodle, xhat fellow is a brute : 
and that minx whom you see, with ^n air more 
lewd than engaging, is called Rosarda ; a very bad 
acquisition for the company! she should be enrolled 
in the troop that is raising by order of the viceroy 
of New-Spain, to be transported forthwith into 
America. Observe that luminous constellation ad- 
vancing ; that fair-setting sun, known by the name 
of Castilda : if she had exacted a stone from each of 
her lovers, as a princess of Egypt is said to have 
done heretofore, she could have raised a pyramid 
which would have touched the third heaven." In 
short, Laura gave no quarter : her malicious tongue 
did not even spare her own mistress. 

Nevertheless, I will confess my weakness : I 
was charmed with my chambermaid, though her 
character was not morally good. She satirized so 
agreeably, that I was even in love with her malice* 
Between the acts she got up, to go and see if Arse* 
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nia. wanted ber ; but, instead of returning immeJi* 
ately to ber place, she amused berself behind the 
scenes, in listening to the soft things that were 
said by the men who flattered her. I followed 
ber for once to observe, and perceived that she had 
a great many acquaintances y having reckoned .no 
less than three actors, who, one after another, 
stopped to speak with her, and seemed to treat her 
with great familiarity. This was not at all agree- 
able to me, who feeling, for the first time, what it 
was to be jealous, returned to my seat so pensive 
and melancholy, that Laura observed it as soon as 
she came back. *^ What is the matter with thee, 
Gil Bias ? (said she with surprise.) What gloomy 
demon has taken possession of thee since 1 went 
away ? Thou seemest sad and dejected.'* — " I have 
too much reason to be so, my princess (answered 
I ;) you have a little too mucn vivacity in your 
behaviour : I have observed you with the actors.'^ 
— '* A pleasant cause of melancholv, indeed ! (said 
she, laughing.) How ! does that give thee any un- 
easiness ? Truly thou art a mere novice : but thoa 
wilt see a great many other strange things among- 
us, and musf accustom thyself to our easy way of 
life. — Harbour no jealousy, child ; for that, among 
comedians, is looked upon as ridiculous ; therefore 
we have none of it Fathers, husbands, brothers^ 
uncles, and cousins, with us, are the, most complai<» 
sant persons on esurth, and generally make settle-* 
ments for their own family." 

After having exhorted me to take umbrage at 
nothing, but look upon every thing with composure, 
she declared that i was the happy mortal who had 
found the way to her heart ; and assured me^ that 
her love should always rest on me alone. On this 
assurance, which however I might have distrusted, 
without the imputation of being too suspicious, i 
promised never more to be alarmed, and kept my 
word ; for that very evening I saw her in close 
conversation, and heard her lau^h he^ly with 
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8#yeral different men. When the play was over, 
we went home with our mistress, where Florimonda 
soon after arrived, with three old noblemen and an 
actor, to supper. Besides Laura and me, there 
were of servants in the house, a eookmaid, a coach- 
man, and a page, who all joined in preparing for 
supper. The cook, who was no less dexterous than 
Dame Jacinta, was assisted by the coachman in 
dressing the victuals, while the chambermaid and 
page laid the cloth, and I furnished the beaufet 
with the finest plate and several cups of gold, 
which were offered to the goddess of the temple. 
I stored it likewise with bottles of the choicest 
wines, serving in my own person as cup-bearer, to 
show my mistress that I could turn my hand to 
every thing. The deportment of the actresses, 
during the repast, filled me with admiration : they 
assumed airs of importance, and imagined them- 
selves women of the first rank. Far from address- 
ing die noblemen with the title of your excellence, 
they did not even give them that of your lordship ; 
but called them simply by their names : true, in- 
deed, these very noblemen had spoiled and made 
them so vain by suffering them to be so familiar.— 
As for the actor, he, like a player used to perform 
the hero, treated them without ceremony, drank to 
their health, and maintained (as one may say) the 
upper end of the table. " Upon my soul ^aid I 
to myself) when Laura demonstrated the quality 
of the marquis and player in the day-time, she 
might have added that they are still more so in 
the night, since they spead it thus in drinking to- 
getiier.** 

Arsenia and Florimonda being naturally wanton, 
a Aousand hardy expressions escaped them, min- 
gled 'with small favours and toyings which were 
exquisitely relished by these old sinners. WhUe 
my mistress amused the one with a litde innocent 
ribaldry, her friend, sitting between the other two, 
did not act Uie Susanna with them. While I W9ft 
I* a Vol. I. 
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considering diis picture, which had but too many 
charms for a young fellow like me, the dessart was 
brought in : upon which I set wine and glasses on 
the table, and went to supmr with Laura, who 
waited for me, " Well, Gil Bias (said she) what is 
thy opinion of those noblemen thou hast seen ?'' — 
" They are doubtless (answered I) adorers of Arse- 
nia and Florimonda." — ^'No (said she) they are old 
lechers, who visit coquets witnout attaching them- 
selves to them, and ask only small compliances, 
paying generously for the trifling favours they 
receive. Thank heaven ! Florimonda and my mis- 
tress are at present without lovers ; I mean such 
lovers as assume the husband, and want to engross 
all the pleasure of the house, because they support 
the expence of -it. As for my own part, I am very 
glad it is so ; and maintain that a coquet of sense 
ought to fly these sort of engagements. Why 
should she give up her liberty to a maiSter f 'Tig 
better to acquire an equipage penny by penny, 
than have one at such a price." 

When Laura was in a speaking humour (which 
was almost always the case) words cost her nothing. 
— Heaven ! what a volubility of tongue was she 
mistress of! She told me a thousand adventures 
which had happened to the actresses of the prince's 
company ; and I concluded from her discourse, that 
I could not be in a better situation to become per- 
fecdy acquainted with vice. I was unhappily of an 
age when this does not create much horror ; and 
besides, the chambermaid painted these irregulari- 
ties so artfully, that I beheld only the delicious 
side of them. She had not time to relate the tenth 
part of the exploits of the actresses ; for she had 
spoke but three hours, when the noblemen and 
player withdrew with Florimonda, whom they con 
ducted to her own house. 

After they were gone, my mistress ^ving me 
money, said, '^ There, Gil Bias, are ten pistoles to 
go to market to-morrow morning : five or six of oof 
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gentlemen and ladies are to dine with me, so that 
you must take care and have every thing in 
plenty." — " Madam (answered I) with this sum I'll 
engage to entertain the whole troop." — " Friend, 
(replied Arsenia) be so good 'as to correct your 
expressions : you must not call them the troop, but 
the company. We say a troop of thieves, a troop 
of beggars, and a troop of authors ; but learn to say 
^company of comedians. The corps of actors in 
Madrid, especially, deserve to be called a compa- 
ny." I asked pardon for having used such a disre- 
spectful term, and most humbly begged she would 
excuse my ignorance; protesting that, for the 
future, whensoever 1 should mention the gentlemen 
actors of Madrid in a collective manner, I would 
always call them the company. 



CHAPTER XI. 



I WENT to market next morning, in order to 
begin my office of butler ; and as it was a meagre- 
day, bought, by order of my mistress, some good 
fat pullets, rabbits, partridges, and other wild 
fowl ; for as the gentlemen-players were not alto- 
gether satisfied with the behaviour of the church 
towards them, they did not think proper to adhere 
scrupulously to its commandments. — ^I brought 
home more victuals than would have sufficed 
twelve honest gentlemen, during three days ia 
carnival-time ; so that the cook had work enough, 
for the whole morning. While she prepared the 
dinner, Arsenia got up, and remained at her toilet 
till noon, when Signors Rosimiro and Ricardo (two 
actors) arrived ; Oonstantia and Celinaura (two 
actresses) came soon after : and at last Florimonda 
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ai^peared, aGcompanied by a hmui wbo had aB the 
^pearance (^ a finUhed coxcomb. His hair was 
tied behind in a very ibppish manner, his hat 
adorned with a plume of green feathers, his 
breeches smooth and straight, and his shirt, which 
was very fine, was embroidered with a handsome 
lace, displayed at the slashes of his doublet. His 
gloves and handkerchief were contained widun the 
hilt of his sword, and he wore his clodc with a 
grace altogether peculiar. 

Though he had a good mien, and was v^y well 
made, I no sooner saw him than, remarking in him 
something singular, I said' to myself, ^ This gentle- 
man must certainly be an original." I was not 
mistaken ; for he was a man of a very extraordinary 
character. As soon as he entered Arsenia's apart- 
ment, be ran with open arms and embraced the 
actresses and actors, one after another, with 
gestures still more extravagant than those of the 
beaus. My opinion was not changed when I heard 
him speak ; for he made affected pauses, and pro- 
nounced hb words widi great emphasis, accommo- 
dating, his looks and gestures to die subject. 
Having asked Laura who that gentleman was, ^ 1 
donH wonder (said she) at thy curiosity : it is 
impossible to see and hear Signor Carlos Alonso 
de la Ventoleria, even for once, without feeling the 
same emotion. I will describe him to the life. In 
the first place, he has been a player ; but quitted 
the stage through whim, and now repents in ear^ 
nest. His black hair which thou seest is dyed, as 
well as his eye-brows and whiskers ; for he is older 
than Saturn : but as his parents, when he was bom, 
neglected to have his name inserted in the parish 
register, he takes the advantage of thdr omission, 
and calk himself youn^ than he is by twenty good 
years at least. He as, moreover, the most self* 
conceited man in Spain, thou^ he spent the first 
sixty years of his ufe in the grossest ignorance ; 
but^ in order to become learned, he employed a 
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|»r6cq»(or, who bas taught him to spell in Latin and 
Greek. Besides, be has got an infinite number of 
good stories by bear^ wiucb he has repeated and 
vouched so often^ that at length he actually believes 
them to be true* lliese he brings into conversa- 
tion, and one may say» that his wit shines at the 
expence of his memory. He has the character of 
being a great actor, and I piously believe it ; but 
nevertheless I will own that he does not please 
me. I hear him repeat somedmes in company,, 
and among other faults think his pronunciation 
too much affected, and his voice so quavering 
that it gives an^ antic smd ridiculous air to his de^ 
clanation.^ 

Such was die picture that my sweetheart drew of 
this honorary stage-player, who was really in his 
deportment the most haughty mortal I had ever 
seen. He played the x>rator too, and did not fail to 
produce from his budget two or three stories, 
which he uttered with a studied air of solemnity. 
On the other hand, the actresses and actors, who 
did not come there to hold their tongues, were not. 
silent ; but b^an to talk of their absent comrades, 
not in a very charitable manner indeed : but this 
must be pardoned in players as well as in authors. 
The conversation, therefore, kindling against their 
neighbours, '^ Ton cannot guess, ladies (said Rosi- 
miro) a new piece of finesse o[ our dear confederate 
Cesarino. He this morning purchased silk stocks 
ing, ribbons, and lace, which he ordered a page to 
bring to the rehearsal, as if sent by a certain coun- 
tess." — " Such a piece of knavery 1 fsaid Signor dc 
Yentoleria, with a silly, vain simper) there was no 
such deceit in my time : we never dreamt of com- 
posing such stories : the ladies of quality, indeed, 
snared us the invention by making the purchase 
themselves : it was their fancy.'*—- ^' Zooks I (said 
Ricardo) they have that fancy stijl ; and was I per* 
mitted to explain myself— but one must be silent 
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on these sort of adventarers, especially when person^ 
of certain rank are concerned.^' 

*^ Gentlemen (said Florimonda, interrupting him, 
truce with your intrigues, if you jdease ; they are 
very well known to sdl the world, and let us talk 
of fmenia. They say that nobleman, who has spent 
so much money upon her, has left her at last" — 
" Yes, truly (cried Constantia^ and I'll tell you 
more ; she has lost a little citizen, whom she cer* 
tainly would have ruined. I know the foundation 
of the whole affair : her Mercury committed a ter* 
rible blunder, by carr3dng to die nobleman a letter 
she had wrote to the citizen, and gving this last 
the bOlet intended for the lord." — " These are great 
losses, my dear," (replied Florimonda,)—" Oh ! as 
for the nobleman (said Constantia) tiiere is no great 
matter ; he has spent almost his whole estate : but 
the citizen had just began his career, and had never 
passed through good hands, which is a thousand 
pities." 

In this manner they discoursed before dinner, 
and their conversation turned on the same subjects 
while they were at table.' But as I should never 
have done, if I undertook to repeat all the expres- 
sions full of malice and folly which I heard, I hope 
the reader will excuse me for suppressing diem, in 
order to describe the reception of a poor devil of 
an author, who came in towards the end of the 
repast. 

Our page came, and said aloud to his mistress, 
" Madam, a man in marvellous foul linen, bedag- 
gled all over, and who, so please you, looks very 
much like a poet, wants to speak with you."— ^ 
" Show him up (answered Arsenia :) don't stir, gen- 
demen, 'tis but an author." Sure enough it was 
one, whose tragedy bad been received, and who 
brought a part for my mistress. He was called 
Pedro de Moya, Bfidj as he entered, made five or 
>ix profound bows to the company, who neither got 



ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS. tBd^ 

tipi nor retarned his compliment. . Arsenia only 
aioswered his profusion of civility by a slight in* 
clination of her bead. He advanced into the room, 
trembling and confused, and let his gloves and 
cloak fsJl, which having taken up, he approached 
my mistress, and presented to her a paper with 
more respect than that of a counsellor, when he 
delivers a petition to a judge; saying, *^Be so 
good. Madam, as to accept of this part, which I 
take the liberty to offers" She received it in a cold 
and disdainful manner, without ever deigning to 
answer his compliment. 

This, however, did not discourage our author, 
who, making us6 of this opportunity to distribute 
the different parts of his ^lay, gave one to Rosi- 
miro, and another to Floriraonda, who did not treat 
him a whit more courteously than Arsenia had 
done. On the contrary, the player, naturally very 
obliging, as these gentlemen commonly are, in- 
sulted him with the most cutting raillery, which 
Ifedro de Moya felt, but durst not retort, lest his 
piece should suffer for his imprudence. He retired, 
therefore, without speaking, but sensibly touched, 
a^ I perceived, with his reception j and I believe 
that, in the bitterness of his resentment, he did not 
fail to curse within himself the players, as they 
deserved ; and they, when he was gone, began to 
speak of authors with great disrespect. " Signor Pe- 
dro de Moya (said Florimonda) did not seem to 
go away well satisfied." 

" Pshaw, Madam (cried Rosimiro) don't disturb 
yourself about that : authors are not worth notice ; 
if we should treat them on an equal footing, it 
would spoil them. I know these sorry gentlemen ; 
they would soon forget themselves. Let us, there- 
fore, use them like slaves, and we need not fear 
that we shall tire their patience : for though their 
displeasure may detach them from us sometimes, 
the fury of writing will bring them back, and they 
will think themselves very happy, provided we 
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deign to »et their performances/' — <^Toa aire in 
the right (smid Arsenia) we only lose those authors 
whose fortunes we hare made ; tor as soon as we 
have procured a good settlement for them, idleness 
takes possession of them, and they worii no more« 
Luckily the company douH break their hearts, and 
thepublic is no loser by their sloth.'* 

These fine observations were mueh applauded, 
and it was determined, that auAors, notwithstandr 
ing the ill-treatment they receive, owed dieir sdl to 
the players, who, therefore, claimed the superiority 
over them, and certes they could not despise them 
more. 



CHAPTER Xn. 



The compatiy remained at table until the hoi f 
arrived of going to the theatre, whither thtf 
repaired in a body. I followed, and once more sa^r 
the play, which gave me such pleasure, that ( 
resolved to take die same opportunity every dav. 
In this I did not fail, and insensibly became 
reconciled to the actors ; such is the force of 
custom: I was particularly charmed widi those 
who ranted and distorted tiiemselves most upon 
the stage, and was not at all singular in this way 
of thinking. 

The beauty of the performance touched me no 
Jess than the manner of representation : I was quite 
transported with some of them ; and among the 
rest was prodigiously fond of those where all tiie 
cardinals, or the twelve peers of France, appeared* 
I remember that in two days I got by heart a whole 
comedy, entitied, The Queen of Flowers* The 
Rose, who was queen, had the Violet for her confi* 
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dainty f and the Jessamine for her usher. I thongfat 
nothing could be more ingenious than these works, 
m^bicb I imagined did a great deal c^ honour to die 
taste of ojir naticm. 

I pen only adorned my memory with the bright* 
est passages from these dramatic master^pieces ; I 
set about bringing my taste to perfection ; which to 
accomplish, I listened with a greedy attention - to 
all that the players said. If they praised any per- 
formance; I esteemed it ; and whatsoever met with 
th^ disapprobation wa^ immediately despised by 
me. I thought they were as skilful in plays as 
jewellers are in diamonds. Nevertheless, Pedro de 
Moya's tragedy had great success, although they 
had prognosticated its damnation. But even this 
coidd not make me suspect their judgment ; and I 
chose rather to believe that the public wanted 
common sense, than to doubt of the company's 
infallibility. I was assured, however, from all 
quarters, that those new pieces of which the 
players bad no good opinion were usually very 
much applauded ; aod that, on the contrary, those 
which they received with approbation were com- 
monly hissed by the audience. I was told that it 
was a maxim with them to judge eroheously of 
the works that were presented to them ; and was 
informed of a thousand instances where the success 
belied their determination ; but all these proofs 
were scarce sufficient to disabuse my understand- 
ing. 

I shall never forget what happened one day in 
the first representation of a new comedy, idiich the 
players had pronounced cold and tedious, and 
actually thought unpassable. In these sentiments 
they performed the first act, that met with great 
applause, which quite astonished them. The se- 
cond a^t was played, and still better received than 
the first : upon which the actors were confounded, 
'^ How the devil ! (said Rosimiro^ is it possible that 
Hm comedy should take l^ At last they acted tbo 
Vpl. I, 17 •^ 
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third, which gave more pleasure than the two fot" 
mer. ^^ I can't comprehend the meaning ctf this 
(said Ricardo ;) we imagined that this piece would 
not please, yet every body is charmed with it.''— • 
<* Gentlemen (said one of them very plainly) the 
reason is, because there are a thousand strokes of 
wit in the performance which we have not observ- 
ed." 

I no longer, therefore, looked upon the players 
as excellent judges, but became a just appraiser of 
their merit : and, indeed, they justified to a titde 
all the ridicule they met with from<he world : for 
some of the actors and actresses were giddy with 
applause ; and considering themselves as objects of 
admiradon, thought they bestowed a favour on the 
public when they deigned to play. I was shocked 
at their faults, but unhappily too well pleased with 
their way of life ; so that I plunged into debauch- 
ery. How could it be otherwise ? Their conversa- 
tion was pernicious to youth, and all I saw 
contributed to comipt my morals: had I been 
ignorant of what passed at the houses of Casilda, 
Constantia, and the other players, tliat of Arsenia's 
alone was but too capable of undoing me : for, 
besides the old noblemen I mentioned, there came 
thither beaus, youog heirs whom usurers enabled to 
spend money, and sometimes, also, farmers of the 
revenue were admitted, who, far from being grati- 
fied for their presence, as they are in their own 
assemblies, were obliged to pay through the nose 
for their reception. 

Florimonda, who lired hard by, dined and sup- 
ped every day with my mistress ; and people were 
surprised at the friendship that seemed to unite 
them. It afforded matter of astonishment to see 
coquets live together in such good intelligence; 
and every body imagined that, soon or late, they 
would quarrel about some gallant. But the worU 
was very much mistaken in these perfect firiends, 
who were joined by the most solid afiecdon, In-^ 
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-stead of being jealous of one another, like other 
worn en^ they lived in common ; and chose rather 
to share the spoils than foolishly dispute about the 
inclinations qf the men. 

. Liaura, by the example of these illustrious asso- 
ciates, nMi4e the best m her youth too : and it was 
not without reason she had told me that I should 
see strange things : however, I affected to be quite 
easy ; because I had promised to adopt the uncon- 
cern of a player on such occasipas^^ and thus I dis- 
sembled for some days, contenting myself with 
asking the names of the men with whom I found 
her particularly engaged. She always answered 
that it was an uncle or cousin. Heavens ! what a 
crowd of relations she had. Sure lier family was 
more numerous than that of King Priam : and the 
jade did not even confine herseT to her uncles and 
cousins ; but also went abroad frequently in order 
to allure strangers, by acting the widow of quality 
at the house of the old woman ^hom I mentione'd 
before. In short, Laura (to give the reader a just 
and precis^idea of her) was as young, "as hand- 
some, and as much a coquet as her mistress, who 
had no other advantage over *her than that of 
diverting the town in public. I was borne down 
by the torrent for three weeks, duHng which I gave 
myself up to all manner of debauchery : but, at the 
same time, I must observe, in the midst of my 
pleasures, I was frequently seized with sentiments 
of remorse that proceeded from my education, and 
embittered all my enjoyments. Vice could not get 
the better of these warnings, which augmented in 
proportion as I became more debauched, and, by the 
effect of a happy disposition, I began to abhor the 
disorders of a theatrical life. ^' Ah, wretch ! (said I 
to myself) is it thus thou fulfiUest the expectation 
of thy family ? Was it not enough to cheat it by 
choosing another employment than that of a tutor f 
Does thy servile condition hinder thee from living 
like an honest man ? or does it become thee to live 
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among such sinners ? some of whom are possessed 
by envy, rage, and avarice; whilst others have 
banished all sense of shame. These are abandoned 
by intemperance and sloth; and those indulge 
meir pride even to an excess of insoloice. I am 
resolved, and will no longer dwell widi the seven 
deadly sins." 



END OF THE THIRD BOOK. 
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BOOK IV. 



A REMNANT of honour and reli^on, which 7 
did not fail to preserve, amidst such corruption ot 
morals^ made me resolve not only to leave Arsenia, 
but also to break off all correspondence with Lau- 
l^'a, whom, however, I could not help loving though 
t was sensible of her flagrant infidelity. Happy is 
he who can thus profit by those moments of reflec- 
tion that interrupt the pleasures which engross his 
attention ! Early one morning I bundled up my 
clothes, and without clearing with Arsenia, who 
was, indeed, little or nothing in my debt, or taking 
leave of my dear Laura, I quitted the house wher^ 
I had breathed nothing but the air of debauchery} 
and I had no sooner performed such a good action 
than heaven rewarded me for it, by throwing me 
in the way of the steward of Don Matthias my Ifite 
master. Having saluted him, be knew me^ and 
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Stopped to enquire if I was in any service : to 
which I answered, that I had been about a minute 
or two out of place : for that, after having lived 
about a month with Arsenia, whose behaviour I did 
not like, I had left her of my own accoid, in order 
to preserve my innocence. The steward, as if he 
had been scrupulously religious, approved of my 
delicacy, and told me that, since I was a young 
man of such honour, he would aiake it his business 
to settle me in an advantageous place. He per- 
formed his promise, and that very day introduced 
me into the service of Don Vincent de Guiman, 
whose manager was one of his acquaintance. 
. I 90uld -nol hwe gol int|» a* betfer ftunily, and' 
^refore h^d no cause to be displeased with my 
situation in the sequel. Don Vincent was a very 
rich old nobleman, who had lived many years with- 
out law-suit or wife ; the physicians having deprived 
him of his spouse, by endeavouring to free her of a 
cough, which she might have preserved much 
longer had she abstained from their prescriptions. 
Instead of marrying again, he had appUed himself 
wholly to the education of Aurora, his .only daugh- 
ter, who was then going in her six-^and-twentieth 
year, and justly passed for an- accomplished young 
lady, for, with an uncommon share of beauty, she 
had ao excellent genius perfecdy well cultivated. 
Her father, though he was no conjure, possessed 
the happy talent of managing his affairs to the best 
advantage ; but had one fault, which, however, is 
pardonable in old men. He delighted in talking, 
and, above all things, of war and bloodshed. If 
any body was ^o unfortunate as to touch that string 
in his presence, he instantly set the trumpet to his 
mouth ; and the hearers were very happy if they 
got off for the relation of two sieges and three 
battles. As he had spent two^thirds of his Kfe in 
the army, his memory was an inexhausdble fource 
of different actions, which were not always listened 
to with the same applause which he felt in recount- 
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ing them. Besides, he stammered in his Speech, 
and was very prolix, which rendered his manner of 
relating very disagreeable. Otherwise 1 never 
knew a nobleman of a better character. He had a 
great deal of equanimity, and was neither passion- 
ate nor whimsical : a circumstance which I admired 
very much in a man of quality. Though he was a 
good economist, he kept an honourable house, his 
domestics consisting of several footmen and three 
women who waited on Aurora. I soon perceived 
that the steward of Don Matthias had procured a 
good post for me, and bent all my endeavours to 
maintain myself in it : for this purpose I began by 
reconnoitring the ground, that is, studying the 
different humours of every body in the family; 
then, regulating my conduct by the observations I 
made, it was not long before 1 acquired the good 
will of my master, and all his servants. 

When I had been about a month in Don Vin- 
cent's family, I thought I perceived that his daugh- 
ter distinguished me from all the rest of the valets 
in the house. Always, when her eyes were fixed 
upon me, I remarked a sort of complaisance in her 
countenance, which 1 could not observe when she 
looked at my fellows. Had I not lived among 
beaus and players it would never have come into 
my head to imagine that Aurora could think of 
me ; but I was a good deal spoiled among these 
gentlemen, who are seldom extremely delicate in 
their sentiments of die most virtuous ladies. " If 
(said I to myself) we may believe those stage-play- 
ers, they are sometimes benefited by the whims to 
which women of quality are subject. And how do 
I know that my mistress is free from such caprice f 
No ! (added I) I cannot believe it. She is not one 
of those Messalinas who, belying the pride of their 
birth, humble their affections so unworthily, even 
to the dust, and dishonour themselves without 
blushing. But rather one of those virtuous, ihougk 
tender young ladies, who, satisfied with the bounds 
H Vol. I. 
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prescribed by honour to their inclinations, make no 
scruple of inspiring as well as of entertaining a de- 
licate passion, which yields amusement without 
danger." 

These were my sentiments of my mistress, though 
I did not know precisely how to interpret her beha- 
viour. In the mean time, as often as she saw me, 
she did not fail to smile and express joy in her 
countenance ; so that, without passing for a fool, 
any man might have been ensnared by such fair 
appearances : I therefore could resist them no 
longer ; but concluded, that Aurora was strongly 
captivated with my merit ; and looked upon myself 
as one of those happy domestics whose servitude is 
sweetened by love. That I might appear in some 
measure less unworthy of the favour which my 
good fortune had procured for me, I began to 
take more care of my person than I had ever done 
before : I spent all the money I had in linen, 
essences, and pomatums : the first thing I did of a 
morning was to dress and perfume myself, that I 
might not appear in dishabille before my mistress; 
and with this attention to my exteriors, and other 
airs, I assumed, in order to please, I flattered my- 
self that my happiness was not far ofi*. 

Among Aurora's women there was one called 
Ortiz, an old gentlewoman who had lived more 
than twenty years in the family, and nursed Don 
Vincent's daughter, whom she still served in qua- 
lity of a duenna, though she no longer performed 
the disagreeable part of diat function; but, on the 
contrary, instead of diteovering, as formerly, the 
actions of Aurora, her sole business now was to 
conceal tham. One evening Dame Ortiz^ having 
found an opportunity of speaking to me without 
being overheard, told me softly, that if I was wise 
and discreet, I would be in the garden at midnight, 
where I should be informed of things which I 
should not be sorry to hear. I answered, squieei* 
ing the dueno^'s hand, that I would not fitil to be 
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there ; and we parted immediately for fear of lieing 
Surprised. Heavens ! how did the time hang on 
my hands from that instant to supper (which in our 
family was always over in good time,) and from 
thence to my master's going to bed ! Every thing 
seemed to drag on with extraordinary slowness, 
and, to crown my chagrin, when Don Vincent 
retired to his bed-chamber, instead of going to rest, 
he began to fight over again all his campaigns in 
Portugal, with which he had so often stunned me 
before. But one thing which he had never done 
hitherto, and reserved for this evening, was to tell 
me the names of all the officers who had distin^ 
guished themselves in his time, and even to recount 
their exploits. What did I suffer in hearing him to 
an end ! He left off speaking, however, at last, and 
got into bed. Upon which 1 went into the little 
closet where I slept, from whence there was a pas- 
sage, by a pair of back stairs, into the garden, and 
anointed my whole body with essence : I then put 
on a clean shirt strongly perfumed, and having 
neglected nothing which I thought might flatter 
the passion of my mistress, went directly to the 
place of assignation. 

Not finding Ortiz there, I concluded, that, tired 
with waiting for me, she had returned to her 
apartment, and that the happy minute was past. L 
blamed Don Vincent for it, and as I was cursing 
his campaigns, heard it strike ten. This made me 
believe that the clock went wrong, for I was per- 
suaded that it was at least an hour past midnight ; 
bat I was so happily mistaken, that, a good quarter 
Qf an hour after this, I heard another clock strike 
ten again. << Very well (said I to myself) t have 
but two whole hours to dance attendance, and they 
shall have no causeto complaui of my puactaality. 
Wh^ must we do tf H twelve i Let ud take a turn 
in the garden, and consider the part I am to {day, 
which is a pyett^ tiew one to me, who am bat n 
n^vioe iu the whmis of women t>f qvaliQF. \ know 
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weU enough how to behave with abigails and ac- 
tresses ; these you accost with a famiJiar .air, and 
come to the point without ceremony ; but we must 
go another way to work with ladies of fashion : the 
gallant, I ima^ne, must be polite, complaisant, 
tender, and respectfiil, though not timorous : instead 
of endeavouring to hasten his own happiness by the 
violence of his transports, he ought to lie in wait 
for the moment of frailty." 

These were my reflections, and this the conduct 
I proposed to observe with Aurora ; representing 
to myself that, in a litde time, I should have the 
pleasure of seeing myself ^at her feet, and of saying 
a thousand passionate things to that amiable ob- 
ject I even recollected all the passages of our 
theatrical pieces, which might be of service to me 
and do me honour during our interview ; and by a 
seasonable application of these I hoped (after the 
example of some players whom I knew) to pass for 
a wit, though I could only Koast of a memory. 
Absorbed in these reflections, which amused my 
impatience more agreeably than the military stories 
of my master, I heard the clock strike eleven ; upon 
which I plunged again into my reverie, sometimes 
walking, and sometimes sitting in an arbour at the 
farther end of. the garden. The long-expected 
hour of twelve at last struck, and in a few minutes 
Ortiff, as punctual, though less impatient than I, 
appeared. '* Signor Gil Bias (said she, accosting 
me) how long have you been here ?" I replied two 
hours* '^ In good sooth (said she, laughing) you 
are very exact ; it is a pleasure to make an assigna- 
tion with you. True, indeed (continued she, with 
a, serious air) you cannot pay too dear for the 
hsqppy tidings I have to tell you. My mistress 
wants to have some private conversation with you. 
I will say no more. The rest is a secret you mu$t 
learn from her own mouth. Follow me^ and 1 mil 
conduct you into her apartment." So saying, the 
duenna took me by the hand,, and led me, in a 
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mysterious maimer, through a little door, ot wnich 
she had the key, into the chamber of her mistress. 



CHAPTER II. 



I SALtTTED Aurora, whom I found ih disha- 
bille, in the most respectful maimer, and with the 
best grace I could put on ; and she received me 
with a smiling air, forced me to sit down by her, 
and bade her ambassadress retire into another room. 
After this prelude, with which I was not ill pleased, 
she addressed herself to me in these words : " Gil 
Bias, you must have perceived that I look' upon 
you in a favourable light, and distinguish you from 
the rest of my father's servants ; and even, though 
you miay not have observed by my looks that I 
have a regard for you, the step I have taken this 
night will leave you no room to doubt it." 

1 gave her no time to proceed, but believing that 
I ought, as a polite gentleman, to spare her mo- 
desty the pain of a more formal explanation, I 
started up in a transport, and throwing myself at 
her feet, like a stage hero, who falls on his knees 
before his princess, cried in a theatrical tone, *' Ah, 
madam ! can it be possible that GKl Bias, hitherto 
the foot-ball of fortune, and outcast of nature, is so 
happy as to have inspired you with sentiments — " 
^* Don't speak so loud (said my mistress, laughing) 
you will awaken my women, who are asleep in the 
next room. Get up, take your seat again, and hear 
me to an end, without interrupting me. Tes, Gil 
Bias (continued she, resuming her gravity) .1 am 
your well-wisher; and as a proof of *my esteem, 
will impart to you a secret, on which the repose 
of my life depends : I am in love with a young 
gentleman of beauty, fortune^, and iUustrious birth: 
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hb name is Don Lewis Pacheco ; and aldiongh I 
have seen him several times in the Prado, and at 
public shows, I have never spoke to him, am even 
Ignorant of his character, and don't know but he 
may be a person of bad morals. This is what I 
want to be informed of; and having occasion for a 
man to enquire carefully about his reputation, and 
bring me a faithful account of it, I make choice of 
you, and bdUeve I run no risk, by entrusting you 
wkh this commission, in which I hope you will 
acquit yourself with so much discretion and ad- 
dress, that I shall never repent of having made you 
my confidant," 

Here my mistress left off speaking, in order to 
know what answer I would make ; and I, though at 
first disconcerted at being so disagreeably unde- 
ceived, quickly recollected myself^ and surmount- 
ing the shame, which is always the concomitant 
of unsuccessful rashness, expressed so much zeal 
for the lady's interests, and devoted myself with 
so much ardour to her service, that, though she 
might still continue to think that I had foolishly 
fluttered myself with having made an impression 
on her heart, she saw very well that I knew how 
to make amends for my folly. I asked but two 
days to bring her an account of Don Lewis ; after 
which Dame Ortiz, being called in by her mistress, 
conducted me back into the garden, and left me 
there, after having said, " (Jood night, Gil Bias ; 
I know your punctuality so well, that I need not 
recommend it to you to be early at the next assig- 
nation." 

I returned to my chamber, not without some 
vexation to find my expectations balked : never- 
theless, I was wise enough to reflect, that it be- 
came me better to be the confidant than the lover 
of my mistress. I considered too, that this might 
turn out to my advantage, as the messengers of 
love are, usually, well paid for their trouble ; and 
I went to bed, m a full resolution to perforiri what 
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Aurora desired. With this view, I went abroad 
next day, and found no difficulty in learning the 
place of abode of such a noted cavalier as Don 
Lewis. I enquired into his character in the neigh- 
bourhood ; but those to whom I applied could not 
fully satisfy my curiosity. This made me repeat 
my enquiries the following day, when I was more 
successful. Meeting by accident, in the street, a 
young man of my acquaintance, we stopped to 
chat a little, and, that very instant a friend of bis 
happening to pass, made up to us, and told his 
comrade, that he had been just turned away by 
Don Pacheco, the father of Don LeWis, on suspi- 
cion of having drank a cask of wine belonging to 
his master. I did not lose such a fair opportunity 
of being informed of every thing I wanted to know, 
and succeeded so well by the questions I asked, 
that I went home very well satisfied that I was 
able to keep my word with my mistress. I was to 
see her again the next night, at the same hour and 
in the same manner as at first ; but I did not suffer 
so much disquiet that night, and far from bearing 
the conversation of my old master with impatience, 
I introduced the subjects of his campaigns, waited 
for twelve with the utmost tranquillity, and it was 
not until I had heard th'e hour repeated by several 
clocks that I went down into the garden, void of 
essence and perfumes, resolved for the future to 
retrench that extravagance. 

I found the most trusty duenna at the rendez- 
vous, and she upbraided me in a satirical manner 
for having abated in my diligence. I made no 
answer, but let her conduct me into the apartment 
of Aurora, who, as soon as I appeared, asked if I 
had got good intelligence of Don Lewis f— " Yes, 
Madam (said I) and you shall hear it in two words. 
In the first place I must tell you, that he will set 
out very soon, on his return to Salamanca, in order 
to finish his studies. He is a young cavalier of 
honour and probity, and, being a gentleman and 
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Castilian, hb courage is not to be doubted ; he has^ 
besides, a great deal of wit, and his behaviour is 
rery agreeable : but that which, perhaps, you will 
least like in him, is a disposition too much a-kin 
to that of most pf our young noblemen, extremely 
rakish. Yon must know that, young as he is, he 
has already had two actresses in keeping. — " Is 
it possible ! (cried Aurora) heavens ! what morals i 
But are you certain, Gil Bias, that he leads such 
a licentious life ?" — " Oh ! 1 don^t at all doubt i^ 
Madam (I replied ;) I was informed by a valet, who 
was turned out of his service this morning : and 
servants are commonly very sincere, when they 
talk of their master's faults : besides, he keeps 
company with Don Alexo Segiar, Don Antonio 
Centelles, and Don Femand de Gamboa ; and that 
alone is a sufficient demonstration of his liber- 
tinism." — " Enough, Gil Bias (said my mistress, 
sighing ;) on the credit of your report, 1 will com- 
bat my unworthy passion, which, though it has 
already taken deep root in my heart, 1 don^t de- 
spair to overcome. Go, (added she, giving me a, 
little purse well replenished) there is something 
for your trouble: beware of disclosing my secret, 
and remember that I depend upon your silence." 

I assured my mistress that she might make her* 
self perfectly easy on that score, fori was the 
Harpocrates * of trusty valets. After this assur- 
ance, I withdrew, very impatient to know the con- 
tents of the purse, in which I found twenty pis- 
toles. This made me believe that Aurora would 
have certainly giveq me more had I brought her 
agreeable tidings, since she paid me so handsomely 
for such a mortifying piece of news : and I repent- 
ed^ that I bad not imitated the lawyers^ who some- 
times put a gloss upon the truth, in the practice 
of their profession : 1 was sorry for having nipped 

* HarpocrateS) among the uncients, was worshiped tt| 
the God of Silence, 
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in the bud an intrigue, the consequence of which 
might have been very advantageous to nje ; haw- 
ever, I had the consolation to see myself indemni- 
fied for my unseasonable expence in essences and 
perfumes. 



CHAPTER in. 



Soon after this adventure, Stgnor Don Vincent 
happened to fall sick ; and Aough he had not been 
in such an advanced age, the symptoms of his dis- 
ease were so violent, that we had reason to fear a fa- 
tal issue. When he was first seized, two of the most 
famous physicians of Madrid were sent for. One 
of them was called Doctor Andros, and the other 
Doctor Oquetos, who having examined the patient 
with great attention, were of opinion, that the hu- 
mours of his body were in a state of fermentation : 
but in nothing else could they agree. — ^^ We must 
make haste (said Andros) and purge ofi* the hu- 
mours, though they be crude, while they continue 
in this violent agitation of flux and rdlux, lest 
they settle upon some noble part.'V^Oquetos, on 
the contrary, maintained, that they ought to wait 
for the concoction of the humours, before they 
should employ a cathartic. — " But your method 
(resumed the first) is directiy opposite to that of 
t)ie prince pf medicine : Hippocrates orders cathar^ 
tics in the very first days of the most ardent fever,, 
and says, in express terms, thatj^ must be ready 
to purge when the humours^ttre in the orgasm |. 
that 19 to say, in a state of fermo^tion.'' — ^< Oh t 
there you are mistaken (replied Oquetos ;) Hippo- 
crates, by the word orgasiQi does not understand 
the fimnentatioB, but the conco4;f.tion of the hsi* 
moors." 

Ml Voft.L U 
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Upon this, the doctors grew passionate; one 
repeated the Greek text, and quoted all those 
authors who bad explained it in his way; the 
other, reljring on a Latin translation, pronounced 
it in a tone still more vociferous. Which of them 
was in the right ? Don Vincent was not the man 
to decide that question ; but, seeing himself obliged 
to choose, bestowed his confidence on him who had 
dispatched the greatest number of patients ; I mean 
the eldest of the two. Andros, therefore, who was 
the younger, withdrew, not without darting some 
strokes of raillery at his senior, on his interpreta- 
tion of the word orgasm. Oquetos, who remained 
triumphant, being a man of Doctor Sangrado's prin- 
ciple, began, by ordering his patient to be copiously 
blooded, deferring his cathartic until the humours 
should be concocted : but death, who without 
doubt was afraid the purgation so sagely delayed 
would deprive him of his prey, prevented the con- 
coction, and carried my master off. Such was the 
end of Sign or Don Vincent, who lost his life,' be- 
cause his physician did not understand Greek ! 

Aurora having celebrated her father's funeral, in 
a manner suitable to his birth, took possession of 
his estate, and, being now mistress of herself, dis- 
missed some of the domestics, with rewards pro- 
portioned to their several services, and, in a little 
time, retired to a castle which she had on the 
banks of the Tagus, between Sacedon and Buendia. 
I was not only one of those whom she had retain- 
ed, and carried into the country with her, but also 
had the good fortune to become a necessary person. 
Notwithstanding the faithful report I had made to 
her of Don Lewis, she was still in love with that 
cavalier ; or rather, finding herself unable to con- 
quer her passion, she had abandoned herself en* 
tirely to it ; and being no longer under a necessity 
of taking precautions to speak with me in private, 
<< Gil Bias (said she, sighing) I cannot forget Don 
{^wis ; in spite of all my efforts to banish hhn 
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from my thoughts, he is still present in my imagi- 
nation ; not such as thou hast painted him, plunged 
in all sorts of debauchery ; but such as 1 would 
have him to be, tender, amorous, and constant." 
So saying, she began to melt, and could not help 
shedding some tears ; which affected me so much, 
that I could scarce refrain from weeping also ; and 
I could not make my court to her more effectually, 
than by sympathizing with her sorrow. — " I see 
thou hast a very tender disposition, my friend 
(added she, after having dried her fair eyes) and 
1 am so well satisfied with thy zeal, that thou 
mayest depend upon being well recompensed. 
Dear Gil Bias, I have more occasion now than ever 
for thy assistance. I will disclose to thee a design, 
which at present engrosses me, and which thou 
wilt, no doubt, pronounce very capricious. Know, 
that I intend to set out immediately for Salamanca, 
where I will disguise myself lilge a cavalier, and, 
under the name of Don Felix, get acquainted with 
Pacheco, whose confidence and friendship I will 
endeavour to acquire : I will often speak to him 
of Aurora de Guzman, and call myself her cousin^ 
by which means, he will, perhaps, express a desire 
to see her ; and then my expectation will be an- 
swered. We will have two different lodging^ at 
Salamanca, in one of which I will pass for Don 
Felix, in the other for Aurora, and presenting my- 
self to the eyes of Don Lewis, sortietimes meta- 
morphosed into a man, and sometimes in my own 
dress, I flatter myself that I shall, by degrees, 
accomplish my purpose. I grant (added she) that 
this is an extravagant scheme ; but I am hurried 
away by my passion, and the innocence of my in- 
tention makes me insensible of the risk I must 
run." 

I was very much of Aurora's opinioo, with regard 
to the nature of her design : nevertheless, how im- 
prudent soever I judged it, I took care not to act 
the pedagogue j but, on the cwtn^y, began to gUtt 
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the pill, and undertook to prove that this raaci 
project was no more than an agreeable froKc, that 
could have no bad consequence. My mistress 
was pleased with this construction ; for lovers are 
charmed with flattery, even in their most extra- 
vagant fancies. We now, therefore, looked upon 
this rash enterprise in no other light than that t>f 
a comedy, the skilful representation of which it 
was our business to concert. Having chosen oar 
actors from the servants of the' family, the parts 
were distributed, without the least quarrel or dis- 
turbance ; because we were not players by profes- 
sion. It was resolved that Dame Ortiz should 
act the part of Aurora's aunt, under the name of 
Donna Aimena de Guzman, attended by a valet 
and waiting-woman ; and that Aurora, dressed like 
a cavalier, should entertain me as vaJet de cham- 
bre, together with one of her own maids in the 
disguise of a page, to be always about her person^ 
The characters being thus regulated, we returned 
to Madrid, where- we understood Don Lewis still 
was, but that it would not be long before he would 
set out f6r Salamanca ; upon which we ordered the 
necessary dresses to be made with all diligence; 
and when they were finished, my mistress caused 
them to be c<Miveniently packed up, until we should 
find a proper time and place for putting them on« 
Then leaving the care of her house to the steward, 
she set out in a coach drawn by four mules, and 
took the road to the kingdom of Leon, with all 
those of her servants who had parts to act in her/ 
performance. 

We had already crossed Old Castile, when the. 
axle-tree of the coach gave way, between Avfla 
and ViUaflor, about three or four hundred paces 
from a castle, which we perceived at the foot of a 
mountsdn. As^ night approached, we were not a 
litde embarrassed, when a peasant, passing by ac« 
ddent, rid us of our anxiety, by tellmg us that the 
oas^de whicb we saw ^i>diQng«d to Dooiiia £l?ir% 
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widow of Don Pedro de Pinares, a lady whose 
character he extolled so much, that ray mistress 
sent me to the castle, to heg a lodging for one 
night. Elvira did not belie the countryman's re^ 
port, but received me with great affability, and 
favoured Aurora's compliment with such an answer 
as she desired. We repaired immediately to the 
castle, whither our coach was dragged slowly by 
the mules, and at the gate met Don Pedro's widow, 
who came out to receive my mistress. I will pass 
over in silence the civil things which were said on 
both sides, on this occasion, and only observe, that 
Elvira was a lady pretty much advanced in years^ 
but very polite, and understood how to perform 
tlie duties of hospitality as well as any woman in 
the world. She conducted Aurora into a sumptu> 
ous apartment, where, leaving her to repose a few 
moments, she came and employed her attention on 
the most minute things that concerned us. After- 
wards, when supper was ready, she ordered the 
cloth to be laid in Aurora's chamber, where they 
sat down together at table. Don Pedro's widow 
was not one of those people who cloud the hon9iir 
of their entertainments with a pensive and discon- 
tented air : she was of a gay disposition, and supr 
ported the conversation in an agreeable manner ; 
expressing herself with great dignity and elegance. 
I admired her understanding, and the delicate turn 
of her thoughts, which seemed to <:harm Aurora as 
well as me. They conceived a friendship for one 
another, and promised to msuntain a correspond* 
ence by letters. Our coach could not be refitted 
till the following day, and as we should run some 
risk by setting out late, it was determined that we 
should stay at the castle another night We, in 
our turn, were served with a profusion of victuals, 
and our beds were no less comfortable than our 
meal. - 

Next day, my mistress found new charms in the 
conversation of Elvira, with whom she dined in sl 
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larae hall, adorned with several pictures, one of 
which was remarkable for the beauty and wonder- 
ful expression of the figures, though it represented 
a very tragical scene to the view. A dead cavalier 
appeared lying on his back, and drowned in his 
own blood, but seemed still to retain a menacing 
air even in death. Near him lay a young lady in 
another attitude, stretched also upon the ground ; 
a sword was seen plunged in her bosom, and she 
breathed her last sighs, fixing her dying eyes upon 
a young man, who seemed mortally grieved at the 
loss of her. The painter had likewise drawn an- 
other figure, which did not escape my attention ^ 
this was an old man of a good mien, who, strongly 
afiected with the objects that struck his view, dis- 
covered as much sensibility as the youth. One 
would have thought that each of them felt the 
same pangs at sight of these doleful images, but 
that each received the impression in a different 
manner. The old man seemed overwhelmed with 
the profound sorrow in which he was plunged : 
but ^ere was fury mixed with the affliction of the 
youth. The painter had expressed the whole with 
such strength, that we could scarce withdraw our 
eyes from the performance. My mistress having 
asked what story the picture represented ; " Madam 
(said Elvira) it is a faithful representation of the 
misfortunes of my family." This answer excited 
the curiosity of Aurora, who expressed such an 
eager inclination to know more, that Don Pedro's 
widow could not dispense with promising her the 
satisfaction she desired. This promise, which wa& 
made before Ortiz, her two companions, and me, 
detained us aU four in the hall after dinner. My 
mistress would have sent us away,, but Elvira, 
perceiving that we longed fervently to bear the 
explanation of the picture, had the goodness to 
hid us stay, saying that the story which she was 
going to relate was none of those that required 
secrecy : and immediately b^gan in these words : 
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* CHAPTER IV. 

Roger, king of Sicily, had a bfother and a 
sister : the first, called Mainfroy, revolted against 
him, and lighted up a dangerous and bloody war 
in the kingdom ; but had the misfortune to lose 
two battles, and fall into the hands of the king, 
who contented himself with punishing his rebellion, 
by depriving him of his liberty. This clemency 
served only to make Roger pass for a barbarian, in 
the opinion of one part of his subjects, who said 
he had only saved his brother's life, in order to 
exercise upon him a slow and inhuman revenge. 
But all the rest, with more foundation, imputed 
the harsh treatment that Mainfroy suffered in pri- 
son to hi^ sister Matilda alone: for she had,^ in 
effect, always hated the prince, and did not cease 
persecuting him as long as he lived ; but she died 
soon after him, and her death was looked upon as 
a just punishment of her unnatural disposition. . 

Mainfroy having left two sons, as yet in their 
infancy, Roger wished to get rid of them, fearing 
that when they should arrive at a more advanced 
age, the desire of revenging their father would 
induce them to revive a faction which wa!s not so 
much quelled, but that it might occasion new trou- 
bles in the state. He imparted his design to the 
senator Leontio Siffredi, his minister, who, to di- 
vert him from putting it in execution, undertook 
the education of prince Henriquez, the eldest, and 
advised him to commit the youngest, who was 
called Don Pedro, to the care of the constable of 
Sicily. Roger, persuaded tliat his nephews would 
foe brought up by these men in that submission and 

* This novel is a true story, on which the late Mr. 
Thomson has foun^d his tragedy of Tancred and Si|^8- 
munda. 
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duty which they owed to him, left the princes to 
their conduct, and took upon himself the care of 
his niece Constantia, who was of the same age 
with Henriquei, and only daughter of the princess 
Matilda ; he furnished her with women and mas- 
ters, and spared nothing in her education. 

Leontio Siffredi had a castle two short leagues 
from Palermo, at a place called Belmont : and 
there that minister employed himself in rendering 
Henriauez worthy of mounting one day the throne 
of Sicily. He soon observed in that prince such 
amiable qualities, that he applied himself to the 
cultivation of them as closely as if he had had no 
children of his own. He was blessed, however, 
with two daughters ; the eldest of whom, called 
Blanch, younger by a year than the prince, was 
adorned with the most perfect beauty ; the other, 
named Portia, whose birth occasioned her mother's 
death, was still in the cradle. Blanch, and prince 
Henriquez, as soon as they were capable of love, 
entertained a mutual passion ; though they had not 
the liberty of conversing in private. The prince, 
however, did not fail to find opportunities some- 
times ; and knew so well how to profit by those 
precious moments, that he engaged the daughter 
of Sifiredi to allow him to execute a project he 
had formed. Just about this time it happened that 
Leontio was obliged, by the king's orders, to make 
a journey into one of the most remote provinces 
of the island : and during his absence, Henriquez^ 
caused an opening to be made in the wall of bis 
apartment, that was contiguous to the chamber of 
Blanch; supplying it with a sliding partition of 
wood, that opened and shut, without being per- 
ceived; because it was so closely joined to the 
ceiling, that the eye could not discover the arti- 
fice. A skilful architect, whom the prince had 
made his friend, performed the work with equal 
diligence and secrecy. 
Through this passage the amoroos Henriquei 
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introduced himself sometimes into the chamber of 
bis mistress : but he did not abuse her favour : for 
diough she was imprudent enough to allow him a 
private entrance into her apartment, she did not 
condescend so far, until he had assured her, that 
he would never ask any thing that innocence could 
not ^ant One night he found her very uneasy, 
because she had heard that Roger was very ill, 
and had sent for Sifiiredi, as high chanceUor of the 
kingdom, in order to intrust him with his last will. 
She represented to herself already her dear Hen- 
riquez on the throne, and being afraid of losing 
him in that high station, was under the utmost 
anxiety ; and the tears stood in her eyes when he 
appeared. " Heavens ! you weep, madam : what 
must 1 think of that sorrow with which I see you 
overwhelmed ?" " Sir (replied Blanch) I cannot 
conceal my alarms : the king, your uncle, will 
soon cease to live, and you will succeed him. 
When I, therefore, foresee how far your new great- 
ness Will remove you from me, I own I cannot be 
unconcerned. A monarch seldom beholds things 
with a lover's eye, and that which was his utmost 
ambition while he was a subject, affects him but 
slightly when he is on the throne. Whether it be 
an unhappy presage, or reason only that inspires 
me, I feel my soul agitated with emotions that all 
my confidence in your goodness cannot assuage ; 
and though I dare not doubt your generqsity, I 
cannot help distrusting my own destiny." — " Ador- 
able Blanch ! (replied the prince) your fears are 
obli^Bg, and justify my attachment to your charms; 
but the excess of your doubts injures my love, and 
(if I may be allowed to say so) the esteem which 
you owe me. No ! thiok not that my destiny and 
yours can ever be separated. Believe, rather, 
that you will always be the object of my happiness 
and joy. Lay aside your fear, therefore, and let 
It not disturb such endearing moments." — '' Ah, 
Sir ! (answered the daughter of JLteontio) as soon a' 
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yon arc crowned, your snbjecto, perhaps, will de- 
mand for your queen a princess descended from a 
long race of kings, whose splendid nuptials may 
add new realms to yours ; and, perhaps, alas ! you 
wiU answer their expectation, even at the enence 
of your inclination." " Ah ! why (replied Henri- 
quex, with some warmth) why are you thus prone 
to torment yourself by raising such an afflicting 
image of what will never happen ? shouM heaven 
dispose of the king -my uncle, and make me master 
of Sicily, I swear that I will espouse you in Paler- 
mo, in presence of all my court, and I invoke all 
that is sacred to confirm my oath." 

Sifiredi's daughter was cheered by the protesta- 
tions of Henriquez, and the rest of their conversa- 
tion turned on the king's distemper : on which oc- 
casion, Henriquez discovered the goodness of his 
heart, in lamenting his uncle's fate, with which he 
had no great reason to be afiected ; the force of 
blood making him regret a prince^ by whose death 
he should acquire a crown. Blanch, as yet, did 
not know all the misfortunes that threatened her. 
The constable of Sicily had met her coming out of 
her father's apartment, one day, when he was at 
the castle of Belmont on some important affairs, 
was captivated with her beauty, and next day 
demanded her in 'marriage of Siffredi, who con- 
sented to the match ; but Roger's distemper inter- 
vening, the nuptials were deferred, and Blanch 
knew nothing of the matter. 

One morning, just as Henriquez had done dress- 
ing, he was surprised to see Leontio, followed by 
Blanch, come into his apartment. '^ Sir (said that 
minister to him) the news I bring is afflicting, but 
the consolation with which they are attended 
ought to moderate your grief. The king your 
uncle is dead, after having left you heir to his 
sceptre, and Sicily is subject to your sway. The 

frandees of the realm, who attend your orders at 
'$4ermo, have commissioned me to receive {hem 
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from your mouth, and I am come, Sir, with my 
daughter, the first of your new subjects, to ofier 
our early and sincere homage." The prince, who 
knew very well that Roger had laboured two months 
under a disease that gradually consumed him, was 
not much surprised at this piece of news : never* 
theless, struck with the sudden change of his con- 
dition, he felt a thousand confused emotions rise 
within his breast ; and having mused some time, 
broke silence, by addressing himself to Leontio in 
these words : " Sage Siffredi, I shall always look 
upon you as my father, glory in regulating my 
conduct by your counsel, and you shall be as much 
a king in Sicily as I am." So saying, he advanced 
to a table, on which there was a standish, and 
taking a sheet of paper, wrote his name at the 
bottom of the page. " What are you about to do, 
Sir.'*" (said Siffredi to him.) " 1 am going to mani- 
fest my gratitude and esteem (answered Henriquez, 
presenting the sheet to Blanch, and saying) Re- 
ceive, madam, this pledge of my faith, and of the 
empire over my inclinations, which I now yield to 
you." Blanch took it, blushing, and made this 
answer to the prince : " I receive with respect the 
favours of my king ; but I depend *upon a father: 
and I hope your majesty will not take it ill, that 
I deposit this paper in his hands, to be used as his 
prudence shall direct him." 

She accordingly gave the subscription of Henri- 
quez to her father, who then observed what, till 
that moment, had escaped his penetration. He 
discerned the prince's sentiments, and said to him, 
" Your majesty shall have no cause to reproach 
me, for I will not abuse the confidence." — " My 
dear Leontio (cried Henriquez, interrupting him) 
don't imagine you can abuse it. Whatever use you 
shall make of the paper, I will approve of your 
determination. But, go (added he) return to Pa- 
lermo, order the preparations to be made for my 
eoronation, and tell my subjects that I will follow 
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you immediately thither, in order to receive thor 
oaths of allegiance, and assure t&em of my affisc- 
tion." The minister obeyed his new master's or^ 
ders, and, with his daughter, set out for Palermo. 

A few hours after their departure, the prince 
took the same road, more engrossed by his love 
than by the high rank to which he was raised. As 
soon as he arrived in the city, he was sauted with 
innumerable shouts of joy, and, amidst the accla- 
mations of his people, entered the palace, where 
every thing was already prepared for the ceremony, 
and where he found the princess Constantia in deep 
mourning, and, to all appearance, very much affect- 
ed with Roger's death. As they owed one another 
a mutual compliment of condolence on the event, 
they both acquitted themselves very handsomely ; 
but it was more cold on the side of Qenriquez than 
on that of Constantia ; who, in spite of the enmity 
subsisting between their families, could not hate 
the prince. He placed himself on the throne, and 
the princess sat on his -right hand, in an elbow <^air 
not quite so high. The grandees of the kingdom 
took their places, each according to his rank : the 
ceremony began, and Leontio, as high chancellor 
of the state, and keeper of the late king's will, 
opened and read it with an audible voice. This 
deed contained in substance, that Roger, seeing 
himself without issue, named the eldest son ^ 
Mainfroy for his successor, on condition that he 
should espouse the princess Constantia ; which if 
he refused to perform, he should forfeit the crown 
of Sicily' to the infant Don Pedro, his brother, who 
should enjoy it on the same terms. 

Henriquez was confounded at these words ; the 
restriction gave him incredible pain, which became 
still more violent, when Leontio, after having read 
the will, pronounced to the whole assembly : ^* My 
lords, having reported the last intentions of the 
late king, to our new monarch, that generous prince 
consents to honour his cousin the princess Constant 
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tia with his hand."— At these words, Hennqnex 
interrupted the chancellor, saying, '^ Leontio, re- 
HiembcT the writing which Blanch" — "Sir (said 
Sifiredi with precipitation, before the prince had 
time to explain himself) here it is. The grandees 
of the realm (added he, showing the paper to the 
assembly) will here see by your majesty's august 
signature, the esteem you have for the princess, 
and tiie deference you pay to the last will of the 
deceased king, your uncle." — Having spoke these 
words, he read the deed with which he lumself had 
filled the paper, containing die most solemn engage- 
ment to marry Constantia, conformable to the in- 
tention of Roger. The hall rung with repeated 
shouts of all present, who cried, " Long live our 
magnanimous king Henriquez !" For, as nobody 
was ignorant of the aversion which that prince had 
always manifested for the princess, it was feared, 
not without reason, that he would revolt against 
the condition of the will, and by these means raise 
commotiens in the kingdom. But the reading of 
the paper entirely composed the minds of the no- 
bles and people, and excited those general accla- 
mations which in secret tortured ^e monarch's 
soul. 

Constantia, who, both on account of her own 
glory, and her passion for Henriquez, enjoyed the 
public satisfaction more than any body, chose this 
time to assure him of her gratitude. But the 
prince, in vain endeavouring to constrain himself, 
received her compliment with great affliction, and 
was, indeed, in such disorder, that he could not 
even perform what decency required. At last, 
yielding to the violence of his passion, he approach- 
ed Sifiredi, whom the duty of his office obliged to 
be pretty near his person, and, with a low voite, 
said, " What have you done, Leontio ? The sub- 
scription, which I put into your daughter's hands, 
was not intended for this use. You have betrayed" 
— -" Sir (said Sifiredi^ interrupting him in a resolute 
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tone) consider yoor own glory ! If you reftise to 
follow the will of the king your uncle, you lose the 
crown of Sicily." He had no sooner spoke in this 
manner, than he removed at a greater distance from 
the king, that he might not have an opportunity to 
reply. Henriquez remained in the utmost perplex* 
ity, and felt himself agitated hy contrary emotions. 
He was incensed against Siffredi, he could not re- 
solve to abandon Blanch ; but, distracted between 
her and the interest of his glory, it was some time 
before he could come to any resolution. However, 
he was determined at last, and thought he had 
fallen upon a method to preserve the daughter of 
Sifiredi, without renouncing the throne. He feign- 
ed submission to the will of Roger, and purposed, 
while a dispensation for his marriage with his cou- 
sin should be soliciting at Rome, to gain the nobles 
of the realm by his bounty, and establish his power 
so well, that he should not be obliged to fulfil its^ 
conditions. 

As soon as he had formed this design, he became 
more tranquil, and turning to Constantia, confirmed 
to her what the Mgh chancellor had read before the 
whole assembly. But in the very moment, when 
he betrayed himself so far as to plight his troth to 
her, Blanch arrived in the council-hall. She came 
thither by her father's command, to pay her re- 
spects to the princess, and her ears were struck 
with the words of Henriquez, at her first entrance^ 
Besides, Leontio, being desirous that she dbould 
have no cause to doubt of her misfortune, said, 
while he presented her to Constantia, '' Daughter, 
do homage to your queen, and wish her all the 
sweets of a flourishing reign and happy marriage." 
This terrible stroke overwhelmed the unfortunate 
Blanch : in vain she endeavoured to conceal her 
grief; she blushed and grew pale alternately, and 
shook through every limb. Nevertheless, the fNrio- 
cess had not the least suspicion of the cause, but 
attributed the disorder in which she paid her com-^ 
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^ment to the perplexity of a young creature bred 
up in solitude, and altogether unaccustomed to the 
court. It was quite otherwise with the young king : 
the sight of Blanch abashed him ; and the despair 
he observed in her eyes transported him quite be- 
side himself. He did not doubt that, judging by 
appearances, she believed him unfaithfiil. He would 
have been less uneasy could he have spoke to her ; 
but how could jae- find an opportunity, when all 
Sicily, as one may say, had its eyes upon him. 
Besides, the cruel Sifiredi deprived him of that 
hope : for reading the thoughts of these two lovers 
in their looks, and wiUing to prevent the mischief 
wliich the violence of their passion might create in 
the state, that minister, in an artful manner, carried 
his daughter out of the assembly, and set out with 
her, on his return to Belmont ; resolved, for more 
reasons than one, to have her married as soon as 
possible. 

They were no sooner arrived, than he made her 
acquainted with all the horror of her fate, by de- 
claring that he had promised her in marriage to the 
constable. '' Just heaven ! (cried she, in a transport 
of grief, which her father's presence could not sup- 
press) for what direfiil punishment is the unfortun- 
ate Blanch reserved." Her despair was even so 
violent as to suspend all the faculties of her soul. 
She was seized with an universal chilness, and 
becoming clay-cold and wan, swooned away in the 
arms of her father. He was affected with her con- 
dition ; but, thou^ he shared her affliction with all 
the tenderness of a parent, his first resolution still 
remained unshaken. Blanch, at length, recovered 
her spirits, more through the exquisite sensation of 
her grief than through die water which Siffiredi 
sprinkled on her face ; which perceiving, whUe she 
opened her languishing eyes, " Sir (said she, with a 
feeble voice) I am ashamed that you have seen my 
weakness; but death, which must soon end my 
torments, will, in a little tfaae^ rid yoo ef an mi^ 
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bappy dasghter, who has dared to dispose ^ her 
heart without your consent !"—-<< No, my dear 
Blanch (replied Leontio) live, and let virtue resume 
its empire m your hreast. The constable's pasnon 
does you honour ; it is the most considerable match 
in the kingdom." — '^ I esteem his person and his 
merit (said Blanch, interrupting him) but, Sir, the 
king had made me hope." — ^Daughter (saidSifire- ^ 
di, cutting her short in his turn) I know all that 
you can say on that subject. I am not ignorant of 
your tenderness for the prince, which, at another 
coi^uncture, I should not disapprove. Tou should 
even see me eager to ensure you of the hand of 
Henriquei, if the interest of his glory, and that of 
the state, did not oblige him to bestow it on Con* 
stantia. It is on that condition only that the late 
king designed him for his successor; and would 
you have him prefer you to the crown of Sicily f 
Believe me, J. sympathize with you in the cruel 
stroke you suffer ; but since we caraiot widistand 
the decrees of destiny, make one generous effort. 
Your glory is concerned in concealing from the 
kingdom die vain hope with which you flattered 
yourself. Your sensibility for fbe king may raise 
rqjorts to your disadvantage : and the only means 
of prev^iting them will be to marry the constable. 
In short, Blanch, this is no time to deliberate. The 
king yields you for a throne, and marries Constan* 
tia. The constable has my promise, which I b^ 
you will perform ; and if I must use my authority to 
bring you to this resolution, I order you to cOm- 

ply." 

So saying, he left her to reflect upon what she 
had heard, hoping, that after having maturely con- 
sidered the arguments he had used to support her 
virtue against her inclination, she would resolve, of 
herself, to give her hand to the constable. In this 
he was not mistaken. But what pangs did it cost 
the melancholy Blanch before she came to that 
determination ! She was in a condition which, oi 
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all Others, was most worthy of compassion ! Grief 
for seeing her presages of the infidelity of Henri- 
quez changed into certainty, and for being con- 
strained, in losing him, to give herself away to an- 
other, whom she could not love, created in her such 
violent transports of affliction, that every moment 
was attended with new torture. " If my misfortune 
is certain (cried she) how can I resist it without 
dying ? Cruel destiny ! why was I fed with the 
most delicious hope, when I was doomed to such 
an abyssof misery ! and thou, perfidious lover! how 
durst thou betroth thyself to another after thou 
hadst promised eternal fidelity to me ? hast thou so 
soon forgot the faith which thou hast sworn ? As a 
punishment for having so cruelly deceived me, may 
neaven make the nuptial bed, which thou art going 
to stain with perjury, not a scene of pleasure, but 
remorse ! may the caresses of Constantia convey 
poison to thy unfaithful heart ! and may thy mar- 
riage be as baleful as mine ! Yes, traitor, I will 
espouse the constable, whom 1 cannot love, to 
revenge me upon myself, and punish me for having 
so indiscreetly chosen the object of my love. Since 
my religion forbids me to make an attempt upon 
my life, the days I have to live shall be nothing 
else than an unhappy series of trouble and disquiet. 
If thou still preservest any tenderness for me, 
thou wilt be mortified at seeing me throw myself 
into the arms of another ; and, if thou hast entirely 
fotgot me, Sicily, at least, may boast of having 
produced a woman who punished herself for hav- 
ing too simply disposed of her heart." 

In such a situation did this unhappy victim of 
love and duty pass the night that preceded her 
marriage with the constable; and Sifiredi finding 
her next day ready to comply with his desure, made 
haste to take the advantage of that favourable dis<* 
positimi. He sent for the constable to Belmont 
that same day, and married him privately to his 
daughter in die chapel of the castle. It was not 
N Vol. I. 19 
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enough to renounce a crown, to lose for ever a 
person whom she loved, and bestow herself upon 
the object of her hatred, but she was also obliged 
to dbsemble her sentiments before a husband who 
was inflamed with the most ardent passion for her, 
and naturally of a jealous disposition. That spouse, 
charmed with the possession of what he held most 
dear, was continually in her company, and did not 
even allow her the sad consolation of bewailing her 
misfortune in secret. When night approached, the 
daughter of Leontio felt her affliction redouble : 
but what were her pangs, when her women, after 
having undressed, left her alone with the con- 
stable ! He asked, in a respectful manner, the 
cause of that sorrow with which she seemed to be 
depressed ; and Blanch, perplexed by the question, 
feigned herself indisposed. This deceived her hus- 
band at first, but he did not long continue in his 
mistake : for, a3 he was really concerned at the 
condition in which he saw her, and pressed her to 
go to bed, his entreaties, which she misinterpreted, 
presented such a cruel image to her imagination, 
that, being unable to contam herself any longer, 
she gave free vent to her sighs and tears. What a 
sight was this for a man who believed himself at the 
very summit of his happiness ! He no longer doubt- 
ed that the affliction of his wife portended some- 
thing sinister to his love* Nevertheless, though the 
knowledge of it threw him into a situation almost as 
deplorable as that of Blanch, he had such command 
of himself, that he concealed his suspicions. He 
' redoubled his entreaties, and continued to press his 
spouse to go to rest, assuring her, that he would 
not int^rupt the repose which she seemed so much 
to want. He even ofiered to call her wpmen, if she 
thought that their assistance could alleviate her in- 
disposition. Blanch, encouraged by this promise, 
told him, that her present weakness oidy required a 
little sleep. He pretended to believe lier, and going 
to be4 together, they passed a night veijy different 
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from those which Cupid and Hymen bestow on two 
lovers inspired by mutual passion. 

While Siffredi's daughter indulged her sorrow, 
the constable endeavoured within himself to divine 
the cause' that rendered his marriage so unhappy. 
He concluded/ that there was a rival in the case ; 
but was bewildered in his own imagination when he 
attempted to discover who that rival was ; and the 
sole result of his conjectures was, that he was the 
most unhappy of all mankind. He had already 
spent two-thirds of the night in these agitations 
when his ears were struck with a hollow noise ; and 
he was not a little surprised to hear somebody 
walking softly in the chamber^ He believed him* 
self mistaken ; for he remembered that he himself 
had locked the door after Blanch's women had 
gone, and drew back the curtain to discover by the 
evidence of his eyes the cause of the noise which 
he heard : but the light which had been left in the 
chimney was extinguished, and, in a little time, he 
heard the name of Blanch repeated several times in 
a soft and languishing tone. Then his jealous sus- 
picions were inflamed to fury, and his honour 
alarmed, obliging him to rise, in order to prevent an 
afiront or take vengeance for it; he seized his 
sword, and moved towards that side whence the 
voice seemed to come. Feeling a naked sword 
opposed to his own, he advanced, the other retired, 
he pursued, and the other vanished from bis pur- 
suit. In vain did he search for him^ who seemed to 
fly, through all the comers of the room, as much as 
the darkness would allow ; he could not find him ; 
he stopped, listened, and heard nothing. All seem- 
ed to be enchantment ; he went to the door which 
he imagined had favoured the flight of the secret 
enemy of his honour, but he found it fast locked as 
before. Not being able to comprehend any thing of 
this adventure, he called those of his people who 
were nesurest, and as he opened the door for that 
purpose stood in the passage, and kept himself on 
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his guard, tbat the person whom he sought might 
not escape. 

Some servants, hearing his repeated cries, came 
running with lights : upon which he took a candle, 
and made a new search in the chamber, sword in 
hand; but found nobody, nor the least mark of any 
person's having been there. He did not even per- 
ceive the private door, nor the opening through 
which there was a passage. He could not, however, 
blindfold himself with regard to the circumstances 
of his misfortune, but remained in a strange confu- 
sion of thoughts. Should he have recourse to 
Blanch ? she was too much concerned in the truth 
for him to expect an explanation from her. He 
therefore resolved to go and open his heart to Le- 
ontio, after having dismissed his servants, telling 
diem that he thought he had heard a noise in his 
chamber, but was mistaken. He met his father-in- 
law coming out of his apartment at the disturbance 
he had heard, and recounted to him what had hap- 
pened, with all the marks of extreme agitation and 
profound grief. 

Siffredi was surprised at the adventure, which, 
though it did not seem natural, he nevertheless 
believed ; and thinking that the king's love was 
capable of any thing, was very much afflicted with 
that consideration. But, far from flattering the 
jealous suspicions of his son-in-law, he represented 
to him, with an air of assurance, that the voice 
which he thought he heard, and the sword that 
was opposed to his, could be no other than phan- 
toms of an imagination misled by jealousy ; for 
it was impossible that any body could have got into 
his daughter's chamber ; that, with regard to the 
melancholy which he had observed in hb wife, it 
might be occasioned by some indisposition ; that 
honour ought not to be answerable for the vicissi- 
tudes of temper ; that the change of condition in a 
girl used to live in solitude, who sees herself on a 
sadden delivered to a man whom she had not bad time 
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to know and to love, might be the cause of those 
tears, sighs, and that sharp affliction of which he 
complained ; that love was not to be kindled in 
maidens of a noble birth by any other means thatt 
time and assiduity ; for which reasbns he exhorted 
him to calm his disquiet, redouble his tenderness 
and care, in order to dispose Blanch to become 
more sensible of his merit : and entreated him to 
return to his chamber, being persuaded that his 
uneasiness and distrust were injuries done to the 
virtue erf his wife. 

The constable made no answer to the remon* 
strances of his father-in-law ; whether he really 
began to think that he might have been hnposed 
upon by the disorder of his mind, or judged it « 
wiser course to. dissemble than to undertake, in 
vain, to convince the old man of an event so void 
of all probability. He returned to his apartment, 
lay down by his wife, and tried to obtain, by sleep, 
some respite from his disquiet. Blanch, on her 
side, was not less uneasy than he : she bad but too 
well heard that which alarmed her husband, and 
could not consider as an illusion an adventure, the 
secret and motives of which she knew. — Surprised 
that Henriquez should seek to introduce himsetf 
into her apartment, after having so solemnly pledg- 
ed his faith to Constantia, instead of approvmg or 
feeling the least glimpse of joy at this step, she 
looked upon it as a new outrage, and her heart was 
incensed against him. 

Whilst the daughter of Siffredi, prejudiced against 
the young king, believed him the most unfaithful of 
men, that unhappy prince, more in love than ever, 
wished for an interview with Blanch, in order to 
encourage her against the appearances that coBr 
demned him. He would have come sooner to 
Belmont for that purpose had he been permitted by 
the multiplicity of business in which he was neces- 
sarily engaged ; but he could not steal away from 
•ourt before that night. He was too well acquaint* 
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ed with all the private corners of a place where be 
had been educated to be under any difficulty of 
getting unseen into Siffiredi's castle ; and he still 
kept the key of a private door that belonged to the 
garden, through which he got into his old apart- 
ment, from whence he passed into the chamber of 
Blanch.— Tou may imagine the astonishment of 
that prince when he found a man there, and felt a 
sword opposed to his own. He had well nigh dis- 
covered himself^ and punished on the spot the auda- 
cious wretch who durst lift his sacrilegious hand 
again A his lawful king ; but the respect he owed to 
Leontio's daughter suspended his resentment He 
retired in the same manner as he had entered, and, 
more afflicted than ever, took the road to Palermo ; 
where, arriving some moments before day, he shut 
^himself up in his apartment. But the agitation ci 
his spirits depriving him of rest, he resolved to 
return to Belmont ; his safety, honour, and, above 
all, his love, not permitting liam to remain longer 
Ignorant of the least circumstance of such a cruel 
adventure. 

It was no sooner day than he commanded his 
hunting equipage to be got ready, and, under pre- 
tence of takmg that diversion,- rode far into the 
forest of Belmont, attended by his q>ortsmen and 
some courtiers. He followed the chase some time^ 
the better to conceal Ins design ; and, when he saw 
every one eagerly engaged at the heels of the 
hounds, he separated himself from them, and, aH 
alone, took his way to Lieontio's casde. He was 
too well acquainted with the paths of the forest to 
lose himself, and his impatience not permitting him 
to spare his horse, be in a litde time overran the 
distance which separated him from the object of his 
love. He was just inventing some plausible pretext 
to procure for himself a private interview with the 
daughter of Sifiredi, when, crossing a small road 
that led by one of the park-gates, he perceived hard 
by two women sitting in close conversation at the 
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root of a tree. As he did not doubt that these peo- 
ple belonged to the castle, the sight of them raised 
within him some emotion : but he was much more 
transported when, the women turning towards him 
at the noise of his horse's feet, he knew one of 
them to be his dear Blanch, who had escaped from 
the castle with Nisa, one of her woimen, who enjoy- 
ed the greatest share of her confidence, to bewail 
her misfortune at full liberty. 

He flew — ^he threw himself headlong (if I may 
use the expression) at her feet ; and perceiving in 
her eyes all the marks of the most profound afflic- 
tion, was melted at the sight. " Fair Blanch (said 
he) suspend the emotions of your grief: appear- 
ances, I confess, represent me guilty to your eyes : 
but when you are made acquainted with the design 
whi^h I have formed in your behalf, that which you 
now look upon as a crime will appear to you a 
proof of my innocence and excess of love." These 
words, which Henriquez thought capable of mode- 
rating, served only to redouble the affliction of 
Blianch, who would have answered him, had not 
her voice been choaked up with her sighs. The 
j)rince, astonished at her disorder, said, " How, 
madam, can't I then calm your disquiet } By what 
misfortune have I lost your confidence f 1, who 
hazard my crown, and even my life to keep myself 
yours !" TVas then that the daughter of Sifiiredi, 
making un effort to explain bersfelf, replied, " Sir, 
your promises are now unseasonable. Notiiing, 
henceforth, can bind my destiny to yours." — " Ah, 
Blanch ! (s^id Henriquez, interrupting her with 
warmth) wbat cruel words are these I hear ! Who 
dares ravish you from my love } Who dares oppose 
the fury of a king, who would put all Sicily in flames 
rather than sufier you to be torn from his hopes.'*" 
— "All your power. Sir (answered Sifiredi's daugh- 
ter in a languishing manner) cannot remove the 
obstacles by which we are separated. I am the 
constable's wife." — " The constable's wife !" (cried 



M ADVENTDRES OF GIL BL4S. 

die prince, staggering backwards, and unable to go 
on.) He was confonnded and overwhelmed by 
this unexpected blow : his strength forso<A him, 
and he dropped down at the root of a tree that 
grew behind him. Pale, trembling, and depressed, 
he had nothing free bat his eyes, which he fixed 
upon Blanch in such a manner as gave her to under^ 
stand how deeply affected he was with the unhappy 
tidings she had declared. She, on the other hand^ 
looked upon him with an air which convinced him 
that her emotions were little different from those 
he felt ; and these two unfortunate lovers preserv-- 
ed, between them, a silence that had something 
terrible in it. At length the prince, recollecting 
himself a little, by an effort of his courage, resumed 
the discourse, and said to Blanch, with a sigh, 
" What have you done,. madam? your credulity hasr 
ruined me, and undone yourself^' 

Blanch, piqued at the prince's seeming to up> 
braid her, when she thought she had much more 
cause to complain of him, replied, *' What, Sir! do 
you add dissimulation to infidelity f Would yoa 
have me discredit my own eyes and ears, and 
believe you innocent in spite of the evidence of my 
senses f No, Sir, I own myself incapable of such 
an effort of reason." — " Nevertheless, Madam (an- 
swered the king^ you are imposed upon by these 
very witnesses which seem so faithful ; even they 
have assisted in betraying you ; and that I am 
innocent and faithful, is no less true than that you 
are the constable's wife." — " How, Sir! (said she) 
did I not hear you confirm to Constantia the pre-* 
sent of your hand and heart ? Have you not assur- 
ed the nobles of the kingdom that you would fulfil 
the conditions of the late king's will f and has not 
the princess received the h<image of your new sub- 
jects in quality of <)ueen and spouse of Henriquez f 
Were mine eyes then bewitched } Say, say rather, 
unfaithful prince ! that you did not diink Blanch 
ought to balance in your heart the interest of a 
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throne, and, without stopping to feign a passion that 
you no longer feel, and perhaps never felt, confess 
that the crown of Sicily appeared to you more fixed 
with Constantia than with Leontio'^ daughter.— 
You are in the right, Sir : a shining throne was 
no more my due than the heart of a prince such as 
you are. 1 was too vain to pretend to either ; but 
you ought not to have indulged me m my error. — 
You know the alarms I felt on account of losing 
you ; a misfortune that then seemed to- me almost 
inevitable. Why did you encourage me with hope ? 
Would to heaven my fears had not been dissi- 
pated ! I should have accused fortune, not you : 
and you would have, at least, preserved my heart, 
though at the expence of a hand which no other 
should ever have obtained. It is now no time to 
justify yourself : I am the constable's wife ; and 
that I may spare myself the consequence of a con- 
versation that makes tny glory blush, give me 
leave, Sir, without failing in that respect that I 
owe to you, to quit the presence of a prince whom 
I am no longer at liberty to hear." 

So saying, she left Henriquez witli as much haste 
as her present weak condition would allow. " Stop, 
madam ! (cried he) and do not drive to despahr a 
prince who will rather overturn diat tiur^me, which 
you upbraid him with having preferred to you, than 
fulfil the expectation of his new subjects."—" That 
sacrifice (said Blanch) is at present vain. While 
I am married to the constable these generous tran- 
sports will not avail : since I am then no longer at 
liberty, it is of small importance to me that you 
reduce Sicily to ashes, or to whom you give your 
hand. If I have been weak enough to let my heart 
1)e surprised, I shall at least have fortitude enough 
to stifle its emotions, and let the new king of Sicily 
See that the constable's wife is no longer the lover 
of prince Henriquez." When she pronounced these 
words, bemg close to the park gate, she entered it 
of a sudden with Ni&a, and, locking it on the other 
N % Voi. L 
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side, left the prince overwhelmed with sorrow, fie 
could not recover the blow which Blanch had ^ven 
him by the account of her marriage. *^ Unjust 
JBlanch ! (cried he) you have lost all remembrance 
of our mutual engagement ! In spite of our reci- 
procal vows, we are for ever parted ; and the idea 
which I had cherished of possessing your charms 
was no more than a vain illusion. Ah, cruel 
maid ! how dearly did I buy your approbati<m of 
my flame P' 

Then the image of his rival's happiness presented 
itself to his fkncy with idl the horrors of jealousy ; 
which took such full possession of his soul for 
some moments, that he was on the point of sacri- 
ficing the constable, and even Sifiredi himself^ to 
his resentment. Reason, however, by degrees, 
allayed the violence of his transports : but the im- 
possibility he perceived of banishing from Blanch 
the impressions she retained of his infidelity direw 
him again into despair. He flattered himself with 
the hopes of efiacing them, provided he could con- 
verse with her at liberty ; for which purpose, judg- 
ing it necessary to remove the constable, he 
resolved to have him apprehended as a person 
suspected of designs against the state. He acccMrd- 
ingly charged with this oflice the captain of his 
guards, who, repairing to Belmont, secured his 
person in the twilight, and brought him priscmer 
to the casde of Palermo. 

This incident filled all Belmont with coQStema- 
tion. Sifl^*edi set out immediately to ofier.himiself 
to the king as security for his son-in-law, and to 
represent the troublesome consequence of such an 
/ arrest. The prince, who expected this step of his 
minister, and who was resolved, at all eveiuts, to 
obtain a free interview with Blanch before the con- 
itabXe should be released, had expressly ordered 
that no person whatever should speak with him till 
next day. But Leontio, notwithstanding this 
"Hrder, finding means to jget access to the king^s 
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chamber, presented himself before bim, saying, 
Sir, if a loyal and respectfiil subject may be 
adlowed to complain of his master, I am come to 
complain of you to yourself. ' What crime has my 
son-m-law committed f Has your majesty duly 
reflected on the eternal reproach you have fixed 
upon my family ; and on the consequences of an 
imprisonment, which may alienate from your ser- 
vice the hearts of those who fill the most important 
posts of the realm f " — " I have certain intelligence 
(replied the king) that the constable carries on a 
criminal correspondence with the Infant Don 
Pedro." — " Criminal correspondence ! (cried Le- 
ontio, with surprise.) Do not believe it. Your 
majesty is imposed upon : treason never entered 
the family of Sifiredi ; and the constable's being my 
son-in-law is enough to screen him from all suspi- 
cion.— The constable is innocent; but other secret 
views have induced you to arrest him." 

" Since you talk to me so freely (replied the king) 
I will speak to you in the same manner. — ^Tou 
complain of the constable's being - imprisoned : 
what i have I not more cause to complain of your 
cruelty ? 'Tis you, barbarous Sifiredi ! who have 
robbed me of my quiet, and reduced nie, by your 
officious cares, to a condition that makes me envy 
the lowest of mankind. But don't flatter yourself 
that I will enter^ into your schemes — my marriage 
with Constantia is resolved upon in vain." — " How, 
Sir ! (cried Leontio, trembUng) can you refuse to 
marry the princess after having flattered her with 
that hope before your whole people .'^" — " If I de- 
ceive their expectation (replied the king) ascribe it 
solely to yourself. Why did you lay me under a 
necessity of promising that which I could not per- 
form ? Who compelled you to fill a paper which I 
five your daughter with the name of Constantia ? 
ou was not ignorant of my intentioq.— You ty- 
rannised over the heart of Blanch, in making her 
inarry a man whom she did not love. But wbas 
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fi^t had yoa to cH^xMe of nuae in favour of a 
princess whom I hate ? Have you forgot that she 
IS the dau^ter of that cruel Matilda, who, tram- 
pliog under her feet all the ties of blood and 
humanity, made my father breathe his last under 
all the rigours of captivity f and shall I espouse 
her f No, Siffiredi ! lay aside that hope. — ^Befbre 
yon see the torch of these direful nuptials lighted, 
you will see all Sicily in flames, and its ashes 
quenched in blood !" 

"What do I hear! (cried Leontio.) Ah, Sir! 
what a prospect have you shown me ! What terri- 
ble threats! — ^But I am unseasonably alarmed 
(added he in another tone ;) you love your subjects 
too well to entail upon them such misery. You 
will not allow yourself to be overcome by love. — 
Tou will not tarnish your virtues with die weak- 
ness€;6 of ordinary men. If I have bestowed my 
daughter on the constable, it was done. Sir, with a 
view of acquiring for your majesty a valiant sub* 
ject, who can support, with his arm and the troops 
which are at his disposal, your interest ag^ainst that 
of the prince Don Pedro. I thought that in attach- 
ing him to my family by such intimate ties — ^" 
" Ah ! these are the ties (cried the prince Henri- 

Juex) these are the fatal ties that have undone me ! 
Jruel friend ! why did you inflict such a heavy 
stroke upon me ? Did I order you to manage my 
concerns at the expence of my heart f Why did you 
not leave me to support my rights by myself? Did 
I wrant courage to reduce those who should rebel 
against me ? I should have known how to punish 
tb& constable had he disobeyed me. I know that 
kings ought not to be tyrants, and that the happi- 
ness of t^r people should be their chief aim : but 
must they therefore be the slaves of their subjects, 
and, firom die moment that heaven chooses them 
to govern, lose the right that nature grants to all 
men of disposing of their affections as they please f 
Ah! if they must not enjoy the privilege of the 
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lowest class of mortals, take back, Siffiredi, that 
sovereign power which you would confirm at the 
expence of my repose." 

" You know very well. Sir, (replied the minister) 
that your marriage with the princess was, by the 
late king, made the condition of your succession to 
the crown," — " And what right (answered Henri- 
quez) had he to establish that condition ? • Had he 
received such an unworthy law when he succeeded 
to his brother King Charles ? And how came you 
to be so weak as to submit to the unjust condition f 
For an high chancellor, methinks, you are very ill- 
informed of our customs. In a word, though I 
have promised my hand to Constantia, it was not a 
voluntary engagement ; therefore I do not intend 
to keep my word : and if Don Pedro, from my re- 
fusal, conceives the hope of mounting my throne 
without engaging the people in a quarrel, which 
might cost too much blood, let the sword decide, 
in single combat, which of us is most worthy to 
reign." Leontio, not daring to urge him any far- 
ther, contented himself with asking, on his knees, 
the enlargement of his son-in-law, which he obtain- 
ed. ^' Go, (said the king to him) return to Belmont, 
whither the constable will soon follow you." The 
minister went away, and got back to Belmont, per- 
suaded that his son-in-law would not be long behind 
him. But in this he was mistaken: Henriquea^ 
resolved to see Blanch that night, and therefore 
deferred the release of her husband till next day. 

Meanwhile the constable was tortured with the 
most cruel reflections : his imprisonment had open- 
ed his eyes with regard to the true cause of his 
misfortune : he, therefore, abandoned himself enr 
tirely to his jealousy; and renouncing the allegiance 
he had hitherto so commendably preserved, breathed 
nothing but vengeance. As he concluded that 
the king would not fail of being with Blanch that 
night, in order to surprise them together, he begged 
the governor of the castle of Palermo to let him go 
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oat, assuring him that he would return to pru m 
next morning before day. The governor, who i^ as 
entirely devoted to him, consented to this the mc^e 
easily, as he kkiew that Siffredi had already obtained 
his liberty, and even furnished him with a horse to 
carry him to Belmont ; where the constable being 
arrived, he tied his horse to a tree, entered tkie 
park by a little door, of which he had the key, and 
was so lucky as to get into the castle unperceived. 
He went straight to the apartment of his wife, 
and concealing himself in an antichamber behind a 
screen, which he found there, proposed to observe 
from thence all that should pass, and to appear 
suddenly in Blanch's chamber, at die least noise he 
should hear. — While he was in this situation, he 
saw Nisa come out from her mistress, and retire to 
the closet where she lay. 

Siflredi's daughter, who had easily discerned the 
motive of her husband's imprisonment, concluded 
that he would not return that night to Belmont, 
although her father had told her the king assured 
him the constable would set out soon after him. 
She did not doubt that Henriquez would take the 
advantage of that conjuncture to visit and converse 
with her at liberty ; and in this opinion she waited 
for ^e prince, in order to r^roach him with an 
action which might have terrible consequences, in 
regard to her. — Accordingly, in a little time after 
Nisa had withdrawn, the partition opened, and the 
king came and direw himself at Blanch's feet, say- 
ing, *^ Madam, do not condemn before you have 
given me the hearing : if I have ordered the con- 
stable to be imprisoned, consider that it was the 
only means I had left to justify myself; therefore 
impute that artifice to yourself alone. Why did 
you^ this morning refuse to hear me f Alas ! to- 
morrow your husband will be enlarged, and I shall 
never have an opportunity of speaking to you again. 
Hear me, tiien, for this last time : if the loss of you 
Quakes me the most forlorn of mankind, at least 
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grant me the melancholy consolation of convincing 
you, that my infidelity is not the cause of my mis- 
fortune ; for though I confirmed to Constantia the- 
ofler of my hand, it was what I could not dispense 
with doing, in die situation to which your father 
had ireduced me. — ^There was a necessity for my 
deceiving the princess, for your interest as well as 
my own, in order to secure to you the crown as 
well as the person of your lover. This I flattered 
myself with accomplishing ; and had already taken 
measures to break that fatal engagement ; but j^u 
have destroyed my plan, and by giving yourself 
away too inconsiderately, laid up a fund of eternal 
sorrow for two hearts, which n^ight have been ren- 
dered happy by the most inviolable love !" 

He ended this complaint with such visible marks 
of real despair, that Blanch was touched with his 
condition, and no longer doubted his innocence, 
which at first gave her some joy ; but afterwards, 
stung with tlie consideration of her misfortune, 
*^ Ah, Sir! (said she to the prince) after the cruel 
determination of our fate, you increase my afiliction 
by letting me know that you were not guilty ! What 
have I done ! unfortunate that I am f My resent- 
ment has betrayed me ! I thought myself abandon- 
ed, and in revenge accepted of the constable's hand, 
which was presented by my father ! I am guilt^r of 
the crime, and have been the camto of our mutual 
mishap! Alas! while I accused you of having 
deceived me, it was I, too credulous lover! it was 
I who broke those bonds which I had sworn to keep 
for ever inviolate ! Revenge yourself. Sir, in your 
turn— Hate the ungrateful Blanch — forget her."-^ 
^^ Ah, Madam ! (said Henriquez, interrupting her 
with a melancholy air) how shall I find means to 
tear from my heart a passion, which even your in- 
justice cannot extinguish." — *^ Tou must, however, 
Sir, make that effort ;'* (replied Sifiredi's daughter, 
sighing.^ " What ! are you capable of that efibrt 
yourself?" (said the. king.) *' I cannot promise to 
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iocceed ; (answered she) bat I will §p$ate no pains 
in the endeavour." — ^ Ah, cruel Blanch ! ^said the 
prince^ you will easily forget Henriques, once yon 
are able to form siich a design !" — *' And what can 
you expect? (replied she, in a more resolute tone.) 
Do ^ou flatter yourself, that I will allow you to 
conUnuevour addresses i No, Sir ! abandon that 
hope. Though. I was not bom to be a dueen, hea- 
ven never formed me to listen to dishonourable 
love. My husband, as well as you, Sir, is descend- 
ed from the noble house of Aiyou; and if my duty 
did not HMse an insurmountable obstacle to your 
gallantry, my glory would hinder me from, endure 
ing it : I conjure you, therefore, to retire. We 
must see one another no uMnre." — ^Heavens ! what 
barbarity! (replied the king.) Ah Blanch, is it 

f>8sible that you should treat me with such rigour ? 
ou do not think then, that your being in the arms 
of the constable is enough to overwhelm me ! you 
must also forbid me your sight, the only consola- 
tion I had left f ** Fly me, ncdier (answered the 
daughter of Siffiredi, shedding some tears) the sight 
of what one tenderly loves ceases to be pleasing, 
when the hope of possessing it is lost. AcUeu, Sir! 
Fly from me. x ou ow^ that effort to your own 
glory and my reputation. I ask it, also, for my 
quiet : for, in short, although my virtue should not 
be alarmed by the emotions of my heart, the re- 
membrance of your tendern«ws will entail upon 
me such cruel conflicts, that I shall scarce have 
strength enough to maintain them." 

She pronounced these words so passionately, that 
she unwit^ngly overturned a candlestick which 
stood^on a table behind her ; and the candle going 
out in falling, she took it up in order to light it 
ag^ain, for which purpose she opened the door of 
the antichamber, and went to the closet of Nisa, 
:vrho was not yet gone to bed. The king, who 
waited for her return, no sooner saw her approach 
witli the jight, than he made pressing instances to^ 
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her, that she would suffer his attachment. The 
constable, hearing the prince's voice, rushed into 
the chamber, sword in hand, almost at the same 
time that his wife entered, and advancing towards 
Henriquez with all the resentment that his rage 
inspired, "This, is too much, tyrant! (cried he) 
don't think that I am so base as to endure the 
affront thou hast done my honour." — " Traitor (re- 
plied whe king, putting himself in a posture of de- 
fence> don't imagine that thou art able to execute 
thy ()4/«igns with impunity." With these words 
they bc4^an a combat which was too furious to last 
long : the constable, fearing that Siffredi and his 
servants, alarmed at the cries of Blanch, would 
soon come and oppose his vengeance, fought with- 
out caution. His rpge divested him of all judg- 
ment ; be took his measures so ill that he ran upon 
his adversary's sword, which entered his body to 
the hilt, and the moment he fell, the king checked 
his indignation. 

Leontio's daughter, touched with the condition 
in which she saw her husband, and surmounting 
the natural reluctance she had for him, threw her- 
self on the floor, and supported him with the most 
eager concern. But that unhappy spouse was too 
much prepossessed against her, to be affected with 
these expressions of her grief and compassion* 
Death, whose approaches he felt, could not sup- 
press the transports of his jealousy ; he sav^ nothing 
in his last moments but the happiness of his rival, 
and the idea appeared so horrid, that, collecting 
all the strength he had left, he lifted the sword 
which was still in his hand, and plunged it in the 
breast of Blanch. " Die (said he, while he stabbed 
her) die, unfaithful woman, since the ties of mar- 
riage have been too weak to preserve that faith 
which you swore to me at the altar ! And thou, 
Henriquez (added he) boast not of thy fate. Thou 
canst not enjoy my misfortune, and tiierefore I die 
satisfied." Having sfoke thus, he expired, and his 
Vol. I. «0 
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cotmteoance, covered as it was with the shades of 
death, still retained something fierce and terrible. 
That of Blanch presented quite a different specta- 
cle. The blow she received was mortal ; she fell 
upon the body of her dying spouse, and die blood 
of this innocent victim was mixed with that of her 
murtherer, who had executed his cruel resolution 
so suddenly, that the king had not time to prevent 
its effects. 

The unfortunate prince, seeing Blanch fall, utter- 
ed a loud cry, and more confounded than she with 
the blow that robbed her. of life, hastened to give 
her the same succour that she had offered to the 
constable. But she said, with a faltering voice, 
" Sir, you may spare yourself the trouble. I am 
the victim which unpitying fate demands ; may it 
appease the wrath of heaven, and secure the hap- 
pmess of your reign !" As she pronounced these 
words, Leontio, brought thither by her cries, enter- 
ed the chamber, and struck with the objects that 
E resented themselves to his eyes, became motion- 
»s where "he stood ; while 6lanch, without per- 
ceiving him, continuing to speak to the king, said, 
" Adieu, prince ; cherish my memory. My love and 
misfortunes claim that favour. Entertain no re- 
sentment against my father. Comfort his age and 
sorrow, and do justice to his zeal. Above all, 
make my innocence known. This is what I recom- 
mend to you more than any thing. Adieu, my 
dear Henriquez — ^I die — receive my last breadi.^* 

So saying, she expired ; and the king having kept 
a melancholy silence for some time, said to Sifiredi, 
who was overwhelmed with woe, "Behold, Leontio, 
contemplate your own work, and, in this tragical 
event, consider the fruit of your officious care and 
zeal for me !" The old man was so penetrated with 
sorrow that he made no reply — ^but why should I 
pretend to describe those things which no language 
can express f Let it suffice to say, that both utter- 
ed the most moving complaints, as soon as die 
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greatness of their affliction allowed them the use 
of speech. The king all his life preserved the 
most tender remembrance of his mistress, and could 
never be prevailed upon to marry Constanda, who 
being joined by the infant Don Pedro, they spared 
nothing to avail themselves of Roger's last will : 
but they were at last obliged to yield to prince 
Henriquez, who subdued all his enemies. As for 
Siffredi, the grief he felt for having been the cause 
of so many misfortunes detached him from the 
world, and rendered his native country insupport- 
able to him : he, therefore, abandoned Sicily, and 
crossing over into Spain, with Portia, the only 
child he had left, purchased this castle, where he 
lived near fifteen years after Blanch's death, and 
had the comfort, before he died, of seeing Portia 
settled : she married Don Jerome de Silva, and I 
am the only fruit of that marriage. This (added 
the widow of Don Pedro de Pinares) is the history 
of my family^ and a faithful account of the mis- 
fortunes represented in that picture, which my 
grandfather, Leontio, ordered to be drawn as a 
monument of the fatal adventure to his posterity. 



CHAPTER V. 



Ortiz, her companions, and I, having heard 
this relation, withdrew, and left Aurora and Elvira 
in the hall, where they spent the rest of the day 
in conversation. Far from being tired with one 
anodier, next day, when we set out, they were as 
much affected at parting as two firiends who have 
long lived agreeably together. 

At last we arrived (without meeting any bad 
accident) at Salamanca,* where we immediately 
■ - 

* Salamanca is one of the largest citiea in Spain, ntuat«d 
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took a house ready furniihed, and Dame Ordt, as 
we had concerted it, assumed the name of Donna 
Ximena de Gusman, She had been too long a 
duenna not to be a good actress ; accorduigly, go* 
ing out one morning with Aurora,, a waiting maid, 
and valet, she repaired to a house where lodgings 
were let, and where we understood Pacheco usually 
lived. Having asked if they had an apartment to 
let, they answered in the affirmative, and showed 
her into one pretty handsomely furnished, which 
she hired immediately, giving earnest to the land- 
lady, and telling her, that it was designed for one 
of her nephews who was coming from Toledo, to 
study at Salamanca, and would arrive that very 
day. 

The duenna and my mistress having secured this 
lodging, went home again, and the fair Aurora, 
without losing time, iraosfbrmed herself into a 
cavalier; covering her black hair with a light- 
coloured tour, painting her eye-brows of the same 
complexion, and adjusting herself in such a manner 
as that she mignt very well pass for a young noble- 
man. Her carriage was free and easy, and except- 
ing her face, which was a little too handsome for a 
man, nothing could possibly betray her disguise : 
her maid, who was to serve in quality of page, took 
the dress also, and we were under no apprehension 
of her ill acting, for she had a good modest assur- 
ance in her aii; which was very well adapted for 
the part she was to play. In the afternoon, these 
two actresses being in a condition to sq>pear on the 
stage, (that is, in the lodging which had been 
taken,) I accompanied them thither in a coach, 
with all the baggage we should have occasion for* 
The landlady, whose name was Bemarda Ra* 
mirez, received us with great civility, and conduct- 
ed us to our apartment, where we began to filter 

on the banks' of the river Tormes, m the kingdom of Leon^ 
and famous for its university. 
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into conversation, and agreed with faer for our 
board by the month. Then asliing if she had a 
good many boarders, she replied, ^^ I have none at 
present. I might have abundance, if I would take 
all sorts of people ; but I receive none but young 
noblemen ; and I expedt one this evening, who 
comes from Madrid to finish his studies. His name 
is Don Lewis de Pacheco ; perhaps you may have 
heard of him." — "No Tsaid Aurora) I know nothing 
of him, and you will oblige me by letting me know 
Ifi^hat sort of a man* he is, since I am to lodge in the 
same house with him." — " Sir (answered the land- 
lady, looking at the false cavalier) he is quite a 
fine figure, and pretty much of your own make. 
Ah ! bow happy you will be in one another \ By 
St Jago, I may boast of having at my house two 
of the most handsome noblemen in Spain." — "This 
Don Lewis (replied my mistress) has doubtless a 
thousand love-intrigues in Salamanca?" — "Yes, I'll 
assure you (said the old woman) he is a brisk gal- 
lant, upon my word. He has no more to do, but 
show himself and conquer ; and among others, he 
has quite captivated a lady of youth and beauty, 
whose name is Isabella, an old lawyer's daughter^ 
who is fond of him to distraction-." — " And tell 
me, good mother, (cried Aurora, interrupting her 
with precipitation) is he as much in love with 
her .'^" — " He was, ^replied Bernarda Ramirez) be- 
fore his departure lor Madrid : but I do not know 
if he retains his passion for her still ; for in these 
points he is not much to be depended upon ; but 
skips from woman to woman, as all young gentle- 
men usually do." 

The good widow had scarce done speaking, 
when hearing a noise in the court-^yard, we look- 
ed through the window, and perceived two m^ 
alighting from their horses : these were no other 
than Don Lewis de Pacheco himself, just arrived 
from Madrid, with his valet de chambre. Upon 
which the old woman left us, in order to receive 
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hiiD, and my mistress prepared herself Tnot wiA- 
out emotion) to play the part of Don Felix. Don 
Lewis in a short dme entered our apartment in his 
boots, and saluted Aurora, saying, " Understand- 
ing that a young nobleman of Toledo is a lodger 
here, I beg leave to express my joy in having him 
for a companion." While my mispress returned this 
compliment, Pacheco seemed surprised to see such 
an aimiable cavalier; and could not help telling 
her, that he had never before beheld any man so 
handsome and genteelly made. A great many 
civilities passed on bodi sides, after which Don 
Lewis retired to the apartment allotted for him. 

While he was shifting and dressing, a sort of 
page, who wanted to deliver a letter to him, meet- 
mg Aurora on the stair-case by accident, mistook 
her for Don Lewis, and giving her the billet, said, 
"Signor cavalier, though I have never before seen 
Signor Pacheco, I believe I need not ask if you are 
he, being persuaded that I am not mistaken." — 
^' No, friend, f replied my mistress, with admirable 
presence of mmd) you are assuredly not mistaken, 
and you acquit yourself of your commission sur- 
prisingly well. I am Don Lewis De Pacheco ; you 
may return ; and I will take care to send an answer 
very soon." The page disappearing, Aurora shut 
herself up with her maid and me, and opening the 
letter, read these words. — 

" With what joy did I receive the news of your 
arrival at Salamanca ! My transport bad well nigh 
got the better of my reason !-**-!put is Isabella sdll 
dear to you ? make haste, and assure her in person 
of your constancy : though she will scarce be able 
to support the pleasure of finding you unchanged !" 

" This billet (said Aurora^ proclaims the violence 
of the author's passion ; ana the lady is a rival not 
to be contemned, I must spare nothing to detach 
Don Lewis from her, and even to hinder him from 
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seeing her: the andertaking, I own, is difficult; 
but nevertheless, I don't despair of success." Ac- 
cordingly my mistress having mused a minute or 
two, added, ^'I'll engage there shall be a breach 
between them in less than ibur-and-twenty hours/' 
Pacheco having taken a little repose in his own 
apartment, returned to our's, and renewed his con- 
versation with Aurora, before supper* " Signor 
cavalier (said he to her, with an air of pleasantry) 
I believe the husbands and lovers will have no 
cause to rejoice at your arrival at Salamanca ; but 
rather have reason to be uneasy : as for my own 
part, I tremble for my conquests." — " Hark'e (an- 
swered my mistress, in the same tone) your fear is 
not ill grounded ; Don Felix de Mendoza is a for- 
midable man, I assure you. I have been in this 
country before, and know that the women here are 
not insensible: about a month ago, in my way 
tlirough this city, I stopped here eight days, and 
I will tell you in confidence, that I inflamed an 
old lawyer's daughter." 

I perceived Don Lewis disordered at these words. 
*^ May Ojie, without being thought impertinent (said 
he) ask the lady's name ?" " How ! without being 
thought impertinent! f cried the pretended Don 
Felix) why should I make a mystery of it to you f 
Do you think me more reserved than other noble- 
men of my age ? you must not do me such injustice. 
Besides, between you and me, the object does not 
deserve such delicacy. She's only a pitiful citizen ; 
and a man of quality, you know, is never seriously 
engrossed by such abigails, but thinks he does 
them an honour in debauching them. I will, there- 
fore, without ceremony, acquaint you with the 
name of the lawyer's daughter, which is, Isabella" 
— " And the lawyer (cried Pacheco, interrupting 
her with impatience)is not he called Signor Murcia 
jde la Lianna ?" — " The very same (replied my mis- 
tress) here is a letter which I received from her 
just now. You may read it, and see whether or 
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not die lady has a kindness for me." Don Lems 
casting his eyes over the billet, knew the hand, 
and was struck dumb with confusion. ^^ What is 
the matter ? (added Aurora, with an air of astonish- 
ment) you change colour ! I believe (God forgive 
me!) diat you have some concern in this lady. 
Ah ! how vexed am I for having spoke of her so 
freelv!" 

^' I think myself obliged to you for your informar 
tion (said Don Lewis, in a trsmsport of anger and 
disdain.) Perfidious, fickle creature ! Don Felix, I 
am bound to you for ever. You have extricated 
me out of an error, in which I might have remained 
a long time. I thought myself beloved. Beloved, 
did I say ? I believed myself adored by that Isa- 
bella. 1 had, indeed, some regard for the creature ; 
but now I see she is a coquette who deserves no- 
thing but contempt." — " 1 applaud your resent- 
ment (said Aurora, feiguing indignation in her 
turn) a lawyer's daughter ought to think herself 
very happy in having such an accomplished noble- 
man as you for her lover. Her inconstancy is in- 
excusable ; and far firoiu accepting the sacrifice she 
makes of ycm, I intend to punish her by slighting 
her favours." — " For my part (replied Facheco) the 
only vengeance that I shall take, is never to see 
her again." — "You are in the right (cried the false 
Mendoza ;) nevertheless, that she may know hqyr 
much we both despise her, I think each of us 
should write to her an insulting letter, which I 
will enclose in one (japer, and send as an answer to 
this her billet. But, before we proceed to this ex- 
tremity, consult your heart. Perhaps you will, 
one day, repent of having broke with Isabella."— 
" No, no ! (said Don Lewis) I ^hall never be so 
weak; atid in the mean time consent to mortify 
the ungrateful creature, as you have proposed." 

I was accordingly sent for paper, pen, and ink, 
and both of them set about composing very obliging 
letters (ox the daughter of Doctor Murcia la Lian^ 
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Bit. Paeheco, in particular, could not find tenns 
strongenough to express his sentiments, and tore 
five or six half-finished billets, because he thought 
they were not sufficiently severe. One, however, 
he was satisfied with at last ; and no doubt he had 
reason so to be; fi>r it contained these words: 
*^ Lieam to know yourself, my princess, and be no 
longer so vain as to believe that I love you. — ^If I 
am captivated, it must be with other kind of merit 
than yours, which is scarce sufficient to amuse me 
for a few moments ; and only calculated for divert* 
ing the meanest scholars of the university." — ^This 
courteous letter being written, and Aurora having 
finished hers, which was not a whit milder ; she 
sealed them both, and enclosing them together, 
gave me the packet, saying, " There, Gil Bias, be 
sure to deliver this to Isabella this evening. — ^You 
understand me f^* (added she, tipping me the wink, 
the meaning of which I could easily comprehend.) 
*' Yes, Sir ^answered I) the thing shall be done to 
your wish." 

. At the same time I went out, and being in the 
street, said to myself, << Oho ! Gil Bias, then it 
s^ms you play the valet in this farce. Well, 
friend, show that you have wit enough to perform 
such a fine part. Signor Don Felix fas you see) 
depends so much on your understandmg, that he 
contents himself with giving you a sign only. Is 
he to blame for that i No. 1 conceive his mean* 
ing : he desires that I should deliver this billet of 
Don Lewis only. That is the interpretation of the 
sign, than which nothing could be more intelligi- 
hie." I did not hesitate in opening the packet, 
from which I took Facheeo's letter, and carried it 
to the house of Doctor Murcia, having soon inform- 
ed myself whereabouts he lived. Finding the little 
page who had been at our lodgings at the door ; 
" Brother (said I) don't you serve the daughter of 
Mr. Doctor Murcia?" When he answered,'- "^ 
affirmative, « You have such an obUxri-e Fnysi^gn^ 
Vpi^ I. 
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my (I replied) that I take the liberty to desire yoti 

will deliver a love-letter to your mistress.'' 

The page asked from whom I brought it; and I 
an sooner told him that it came from Don Lewis de 
l*acheco, than he said, ^^ Since it is so, follow me ; I 
uav# orders to bring you in. Isabella wants to talk 
with you." I allowed myself, therefore, to, be in- 
troduced into a closet, where I did not stay long 
before the lady appeared ; and I was struck with 
the beauty of her face, having never beheld more 
delicate features. Her air was affected and child- 
ish ; but, for all that, she had walked without lead- 
ing strings for thirty good years at least. " Friend 
(said she to me, with a smiling air) do you belong 
to Don Lewis dePacheco f^^ 1 answered that I had 
been his valet de chambre these three weeks ; and 
, then delivered the fatal letter, which she read over 
twice or thrice, and seemed to distrust the evidence 
of her own senses. It is very certain she expected 
nothing less than such an answer. She lifted up 
her eyes towards heaven, bit her lips, and for some 
time discovered, by her countenance, the pangs 
which her heart endured. Then,^ all of a sudden^ 
addressing herself to me, " Friend (said she) is 
Don Lewis run mad ? Tell me if you know why he 
writes to me in this gallant style. What daemon 
possesses him? If he had a mind to break with 
me, could he not have done it without affironting^ 
me with such abusive letters ?" 

" Madam (said I) my master is certainly to 
blame 5 but he was in some measure forced to it. 
If you will promise to keq) the secret, I will dis- 
cover the whole mystery.'* — " I do pronuse ; (saud 
she, interrupting me with precipitation) don't be 
afraid of my exposing you, but freely explain your- 
self." — « Well, then (I resumed) this is, briefly, the 
affair. Immediately after he had received your 
letter, a lady, covered with a very thick veil, came 
^'^■"^''^^Jfildginff, anf'- asking for Signor Fachcco, 
^oke wHB^^Tig^^ia^rivate for ^ good while 5 and. 
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towards the close of the conversation, I overheard 
her to §ay to him, * Tou sweaur to me that you will 
never see her again : but that is not all. — Tou must 
also, for my satisfaction, this instant write to her a 
billet which I will dictate, and Jhis I exact of you.* 
Don Lewis did as she desired, then putting the 
letter into my hand, ' Enquire (said he) where 
Doctor Murcia de Lianna lives, and convey, with 
address, this paper to his daughter Isabella.' 

*f So that you see, Madam (added I) this disoblige 
ing letter is the work of a rival, and consequently 
my master is not so much to blame." — " O heaven I 
(cried she) he is more so than I imagined. His in* 
ndelity injures me more than the spiteful words 
which his hand wrote. Ah, the perfidious wretch t 
he has entered into other engagements. — ^But 
(added she, assuming a lofty air) let hiiti abandon 
himself to his new flame without constraint, I don't 
intend to thwart him. Tell him, that he had no 
occasion to insult me, in order to make me leave 
the field free to my rival; and that I despise such 
a fickle lover too much to have the least desire of 
recalling him." So saying, she dismissed me, and 
retired very much irritated against Don Lewis ; 
while I went away very well satisfied with myself, 
and persuaded that if I should set up for a genius, 
I should soon become a most dexterous cheat. — I 
returned to our lodgings, where I found Mendoi^a 
and Pacheco at supper, conversing together as if 
they had been, old acquaintances. Aurora, per- 
ceiving by my cheerful countenance that I h^d not 
acquitted myself ill of my commission ; " So, thou 
art returned, Gil Bias (said she ;) give us an 
account of thy message." Being obliged to trust 
to my own finesse again, I told them that I had 
delivered the packet with my own hand ; and that 
Isabella, after having read the two bilkt-doux 
which it contained, instead of seeming disconcejrt-' 
ed, fell a laughing like on<&iwhp^had l6st h*^*^ 
saying, "Upon my conscieiic^*-" 
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have an excellent style ! It must be owned that other peo-^ 
pie don't write hftlf so agreeably.'' — " A fine way ofctis* 
embarrassii^ herself? (cried my mistress) she must cer- 
tainly be a finished coquette." — ^ As for me (said Don 
Lewis) I should never know Isabella by such bdiaviour : 
she must have entirely changed her character during my 
absence." — *^ I could not have thought her such a person, 
indeed (replied Aurora,) but we must allow that diere are 
women who can assume a great many different shapes : I 
was once in love with one of these, who made me her dupe 
a long time : Gil Bias, yon can tell that she had an air of 
virtue which might have deceived the whole world."— 
^ Yes, truly (said I, mingling in the conversation) she had 
a look that would have decoyed the most wary. I, my- 
self, might have been trepanned by it." 

The pretended Mendoza and Pacheco burst into aloud 
laugh on hearing me talk thus : one, because I bore wit-^ 
ness against an imaginary lady ; aqd the other on account 
of the expression I had used. We continued discoursing 
of women who have the art of dissembling; and the result 
of oar conversation was, that Isabella was accused m due 
form, and convicted of being an arrant jilt. 

Don Lewis protested anew that he would never seeher^ 
and Don Felix, by his exfonple, swore he would always 
have the most perfect contempt for her. After these pro- 
testations they professed a mutual friendship, and promis- 
ed to conceal nothing from one another. Supper being 
over, they proceeded to compliments ; and, at last, parted 
to go to bed, each in his own apartment. I followed Au- 
rora to hers, where I gave an exact account of the conver- 
^tion I had with the doctor's daughter ; liot Ibrgetti^ the 
least circumstance. I thought sl^ would have embraced 
me in the transport of her joy. ^ Dear Gil Bias (said she) 
I am charmed with thy understanding ! Wheq one b so 
unfortunate as to be engaged in a passion which compels 
us to have recourse to stratagem, it is a great advantage to 
have in our interests sucli a sensible young fellow as thee. 
Courage, my iVwnd ; we have removed a rival who might 
have given us a u orld of troul^. This is no bad prog- 
r^muc : but as loven are subject to strange relapses, I thimL 
* ^ <nake a strong push, and bring Aurora de Guz- 

j^- ^ to-morrow." I approved of the scheme^ 

>^ Felix with his page retired to bed 
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